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H author of my being !—far more dear 
$ To me than light, than nouriſhment, or reſt, 
ygieia's bleſſings, Rapture's burning tear, 
Or the life blood that mantles in my breaſt ! 


in my heart the love of Virtue glows, 

'Twas planted there by an unerring rule 

rom thy example the pure flame aroſe, 

Thy life, my precept—thy good works, my ſchool, 


ould my weak pow'rs thy num'rous virtues trace, 
By filial love each fear ſhould be repreſs'd ; 

he bluſh of Incapacity I'd chace, 

And ſtand, recorder of thy worth, confeſs'd : 


ut ſince my niggard ſtars that gift refuſe, 
Concealment is the only boon I claim ; 
Obſcure be ſtill the unſucceſsful Muſe, 


Who cannot raiſe, but would not fink, thy fame, 
Oh! 


5 
On of my life at once the ſouree and joy k 
If &er thy eyes theſe feeble lines ſurvey, 
Let not their folly their intent deſtroy ;. 


» Accept the tribute—but forget the lay. 
: 
P 
di 
| 
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TO THE 


AUTHORS 
OF THE 


MONTHLY and CRITICAL 
REVIEWS. 


GenTLEtMEnN, 


HE liberty which I take in 
addreſſing to You the trifling 
otuetion of a few idle hours, will, 
doubtleſs, move your wonder, and, 
robably, your contempt. I will not, 
owever, with the futility of apologies, 
intrude upon your time, but briefly 
acknowled ge ihe * of my teme - 


Vor. I. rity : 
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rity : leſt, by a premature exerciſe of 
that patience which I hope will. be- 
friend me, I ſhould leflen its benevo- 
lence, and be acceſſary to my own con- 
demnation. 72 
Without name, without recommen- 
dation, and unknown alike to ſucceſs 
and diſgrace, to whom can I ſa properly 
apply for patronage, as to thoſe who 
publicly profeſs themſelves Inſpectors of 
all literary performances 
The extenſive plan of your critical 
obſervations, which, not confined to 
works of utility or ingenuity, is equally- 
open to thoſe of frivolous amuſement,— 
and yet worſe tan frivolous dulineſs,- 
encourages me to ſeek for you protec- 
tion, ſince, — perhaps for my fins |—it 
entitles me to your annotations. . , To 
reſent, therefore, this offering, how- 
ever inſignificant, would ill become the 
univerſality of your undertaking, though 
not to deſpiſe it may, alas! be out of 
„„ e hag 
The language of adulation, nd the 
incenſe of flattery, though the natural 
inheritance, and conſtant reſource, from 
91 Ant . 


S 


* - 
W 


„ 


DEDICATION. vi 


time immemorial, of the Dedicator, to 
me offer nothing but the wiſtful regret 
that I dare not invoke their aid. Siniſ- 
ter views would be imputed to all 1 
could ſay; ſince, thus ſituated, to ex- 
tol your judgment, would ſeem the ef- 
fect of art, and to celebrate your im- 
partiality, be attributed to ſuſpecting 


it. 


As Magiſtrates of the preſs, and Cen- 
ſors for the public, - to which you are 
bound by the ſacred ties of integrity to 
exert the moſt ſpirited impartiality, and 
to which your ſuffrages ſhould carry the 
marks of pure, dauntleſs, irrefragable 
truth—to'appeal for your MERCY, 

were to ſolicit your diſhonour; and 
therefore, though tis ſweeter than 
frankineenſe, — more grateful to the 
ſenſes than all the odorous perfumes of 
Arabia, —and though 


; I droppeth like the gentle; rain from heaven 
Upon the Place n 


1 court it not ! to your + juſtios alone 1 
am entitled, and by that I muſt abide. 
Your engagements are not to the ſup- 

, a 2 plicating 


plicating author, but to the candid 


abuſe, and callous to criticiſm, here 


novate his firſt terrors, and learn to al- 
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public, which will not fail to crave 
The penalty and forfeit of your bond. 


No hackneyed writer, inured to 


braves your ſeverity ;—neither does a 
half-ſtary'd garretteer, 


Oblig*d by hunger—and requeſt of friends,. 


implore your lenity : your examination 
will be alike unbiaſſed by partiality and | 
prejudice :—no refractory murmuring 
will follow your cenſure, no private | 
intereſt be gratified by your praiſe. 2 

Let not the anxious ſolicitude with 
which I recommend myſelf to your no- 
tice, expoſe me to your deriſion. Re- 
member, Gentlemen, you were all 
young writers once, and the moſt ex- 
perienced veteran of your corps, may, 
by recollecting his firſt publication, re- 


low for mine. For, though Courage is 
one of the nobleſt virtues of this nether 
ſphere, and, though ſcarcely more re- | 
quiſite in the field of battle, to guard 

| | | tne 


DEDICATION. ix 


the fighting hero from diſgrace, than 
in the private commerce of the world, 
to ward off that littleneſs of ſoul which 
leads, by ſteps imperceptible, to all the 

haſe train of the inferior paſſions, and 


q by which the too timid mind is be- 


trayed into a ſervility derogatory to the 
W dignity of human nature; yet is it a 
virtue of no neceſſity in a ſituation ſuch 
Was mine; a fituation which removes, 
even from cowardice itſelf, the ſting of 


Wignominy;—for ſurely that courage may 
eaſily be diſpenſed with, which would 
rather excite diſguſt than admiration ! 
Indeed, it is the peculiar privilege of 


Jan author, to rob terror of contempt, 
and puſillanimity of reproach. | 
Here let me reſt, —and ſnatch myſelf, 
while I yet am able, from the faſcina- 
tion of EGoTisM,—a monſter who has 
more votaries than ever did homage to 
the moſt popular deity of antiquity ; 
and whoſe ſingular quality is, that while 
he excites a blind and involuntary ado- 
ration in almoſt every individual, his 
Wntluence is univerſally diſallowed, his 
power univerſally contemned, and his 
124 a 3 worſhip 
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worſhip, even by his followers, neve: 
mentioned but with abhorrence. 

In addreſſing you jointly, I mean but 
to mark the generous ſentiments by 
which liberal criticiſm, to the utter 
annihilation of envy, jealouſy, and all 
felfiſh views, ought to be diſtinguiſhed, 


I have the honour to be, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient 
Humble ſervant, 


bt on fra. — 4 
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N the republic of letters, there is no member 
of ſuch inferior rank, or who is ſo much diſ- 
dained by his brethren of the quill, as the humble 
Noveliſt : nor is his fate lefs hard in the world 
at large, ſince, among the whole claſs of writers, 
perhaps not one can be named of which the 
__ are more numerous but leſs reſpect- 
able. g 

Yet, while in the annals of thoſe few of our 
predeceſſors, to whom this ſpecies of writing is 
indebted for being ſaved from contempt, and reſ- 
ued from depravity, we can trace ſuch names as 
Rouſſeau, Johnſon, * Marivaux, Fielding, Ri- 


However ſaperior the capacities in which theſe 
great writers deſerve to be conſidered, they muſt par- 
don me that, for the dignity of my ſubject, I here 
rank the authors of Raſſelas and Eloiſe as Noveliſts. 


chardſon, 
XL. 
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chardſon, and Smollet, no man need bluſh at 
farting from the ſane poſt, though many, nay, 
"moſt men,” may ſigh at finding Thani li. 
ftanced. 
The following letters are preſented to the 
public for ſuch, by novel writers, novel rea. 
ders will be called, —with a very ſingular mix. 
ture of timidity and confidence,” reſulting fron 
the peculiar fitudtion of the editor ,, who, tbougbi 
trembling for their ſucceſs from a conſciouſne 
of their imperfections, yet fears not being in. 
volved in their 8 while happily wrapped ii 
4p in @ mantle of impenetrable obſcurity. . 
To draw charatters from nature, though mi 
from life, and to mark the manners of the times 
is the attempted plan of the following letters. 
For this purpoſe, a young female, educated in 
the moſt ſecluded retirement, makes, at the agi 
of ſeventeen, her firſt appearance upon the great 
and buſy ſtage of life; with a virtuous mind, 
4 cultivated underſtanding, and a feeling heart, 
6 ignorance of the forms, and inexperience in 
the manners, of the world, occaſion all the litii 
incidents which theſe volumes record, and which 
form the natural progreſſion of the life of a 
young woman of obſcure birth, but conſpicuous 
beauty, for the firſt ſix months after ber En-] 
trance into the world. | 
" Perhaps were it poſſible to effect the zotall 
extirpati on of novels, our young ladies in gen 5 
ren 2 
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al, aud boardiug-[chool damſels in particular, 
ib: profit from their anmbilation : but fince 
be diſtemper they baue ſpread ſeems incurable, 
ice their contagion bids defiance to the medicine 
% advice or repreben/ion, and ſince they are 
0d to bafjie. all the mental art of phyſic, ſave 
bat is preſcribed by the flow regimen of Time, 
nd bitter diet of Experience, ſurely all attempts 
contribute to the number of thoſe which may 
e read, if not with advantage, at leaſt without 
im, ought rather to be encouraged than con- 
= :n::ed. | 
= Let me, therefore, prepare for diſappointment 
boeſe who, in the peruſal of theſe ſheets, enter- 
Wan the gentle expefation of being tranſported 
Wo tbe fantaſtic regions of Romance, where Fiction 
= coloured by all the gay tints of luxurious Ima- 
nation, where Reaſon is an outcaſt, aud where 


eee of tbe Marvellous, rejeds ol aid 
Lind en ſober Probability. The heroine of theſe 
earl, ors, young, artleſs, and inexperienced, is 


No faultleſs Monſter, that the world ne'er ſaw, 
ut the offspring of Nature, and of Nature in 


4 er fimpleſt attire. 
r In all the Arts, tbe value of copies can only 
proportioned to the ſcarceneſs of originals : 


Vong ſculptors and painters, a fine ſtatue, or a 
gauliſul picture, of ſome great maſter, may de- 
ved employ the imitative talents of younger 
g 5 inferior artiſts, that their appropriation to 

| One 
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neral expanſion of their excellence; but, amoi 


eth the eloquence of Rouſſeau, ' ſoftened by 1 


ſame ground which they have tracked , when 


Barren. 


impertinence to doubt, and to their indulgen' 


one ſpot, may not wholly prevent the more | 


authors, the reverſe is the caſe, fence the nob! F 
productions of literature, are almoſt equally a 
tainable with the meaneſt. In books, therefor 
imitation cannot be ſhunned too ſeduouſly , fi 4 
the very perfection of a model which is frequent 
ly ſeen, ſerves but more forcibly to mark the iſ 
feriority of à copy. 9 

To avoid what is common, without adoptin 3 
what is unnatural, muſt limit the.ambition if 
the vulgar herd of authors : however real 
therefore, my veneration of the great writer 
have mentioned, however I may feel myſelf al 
lightened by the knowledge of Johnſon, charm 


pathetic powers of Richardſon, and exhilaraitl 
by the wit of Fielding, and humour of Smollei 
1 yet preſume not to attempt purſuing it 


though they may have cleared the weeds, thy 
haye alſo culled the flowers, and though th! 
have rendered the path plain, they have left | 


T he candour of my readers, I have not ii 


Jam ſenſible I have no claim: I have, ther 
fore, only to entreat, that my own words i! 
-not pronounce my condemnation; and that abi 
F have, here ventured to ſay in regard to imiti 
tion, may be underſtood, as it is meant, in a 
> nen 
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„ ſenſe, and not be imputed to an opinion of 
bun originality, which I have not the vanity, 
lh, or the blindneſs, to entertain. 

= //batever may be the fate of theſe letters, 
e editor is ſatisfied they will meet with juſ- 
=; and commits them to the preſs, though 
peleſs of fame, yet not regardleſs of cen- 


he ine. 
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rr. 
Lady Howard to the Rev. Mr. Villars, 


| Howard Grove, Kent. 
AN any thing, my good Sir, be 
more painful to a friendly mind, than 
a neceſſity of communicating diſa- 
greeable intelligence? Indeed, it is ſome- 
times difficult to determine, whether the 
relator or the receiver of evil tidings is moſt 
to be pitied. : = 
I have juſt had a letter from Madame 
Duval; ſhe is totally at a loſs in what 
manner to behave z ſhe ſeems deſirous to 
repair the wrongs ſhe has done, yet wiſhes 
the world to believe her blameleſs. She 
Vol. I, B would 


her writing I will acquaint you with; the 


.currences have {till detained her in France, 
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* 

— 
_— 
F ny 

of LY SF 
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would fain caſt upon another the odium of 
thoſe misfortunes for which ſhe alone is 
anſwerable. Her letter is violent, ſome- 2 
times abuſive, and that of you you, to 


« 


whom ſhe is under obligations which are 
greater even than her faults, but to whoſe 7 1 
advice ſne wickedly imputes all the ſuffer- YZ 
ings of her much-injured daughter, the 
late Lady Belmont. The chief purport of 


letter itſelf is not worthy your notice. 

She tells me that ſhe has, for many years 
paſt, been in continual expeCtation of mak- 
ing a journey to England, which prevented | 
her writing for information concerning this | 
melancholy ſubject, by giving her hopes of 
making perſonal enquiries ; but family oc- 


FT, os 6 adit.” 
9 


yes, 


which country ſhe now ſees no prof of 
quitting. She has, therefore, lately uſed 
her utmoſt endeavours to obtain a faithful 
account of whatever related to her zll-ad- 
viſed daughter; the reſult of which giv- 
ing her ſome reaſon to apprehend that, 
upon her death-bed, ſhe bequeathed an 
infant orphan to the world, ſhe moſt gra- 
ciouſly ſays, that if you, with whom he un- 
derſtands the child is placed, will procure 
authentic proofs of its relationſhip to her, 
you may ſend it to Paris, where ſhe will 
properly provide for it, : 

This 


Keren 
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This woman is, undoubted]y, at length, 
ef. convicted of her moſt unnatural beha- 
iour: it is evident, from her writing, that 
WWhe is till as vulgar and illiterate as when 
Meer firſt huſband, Mr. Evelyn, had the 
eakneſs to marry her; nor does ſhe at all 
Wpologiſe for addreſſing herſelf to me, though 
vas only once in her company. 

Her letter has excited in my daughter 
ANirvan, a ſtrong deſire to be informed of 
he motives which induced Madame Du- 
al to abandon the unfortunate Lady Bel- 
Wnont, at a time when a mother's protection 
Was peculiarly neceſſary for her peace and 
er reputation, Notwithſtanding 1 was 
Wpcrionally acquainted with all the par- 
ies concerned in that affair, the ſubject al- 


0 {rays appeared of too delicate a nature to 
: of pe ſpoken of with the principals ; 1 

ſed b l principals ; I cannot, 
fl herefore, ſatisfy Mrs. Mirvan otherwiſe 


han by applying to you. 

By ſaying that you may ſend the child, 
adam Duval aims at conferring, where 
ie molt owes obligation. I pretend not to 
we you advice; you, to whoſe generous 


8" Protection this helpleſs orphan is indebted 
| = or every thing, are the beſt and only judge 
. f what ſhe ought to do; but I am much 


Foncerned at the trouble and uneaſineſs 
hich this unworthy woman may occaſion 


ou, 
B 2 My 


% 


" oe 


My daughter and my grandchild join 
with me in deſiring to be moſt kindly re- 
membered to the amiable girl; and they bid 
me remind you, that the annual viſit to 
Howard Grove, which we were formerly 
promiſed, has been diſcontinued for more 
than four years. I am, dear Sir, 1 

with great regard, 


Your moſt obedient friend and ſervant, 4 
| M. Howasxo, I 
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LETTER. 
M.. Villars to Lady Howard. 


Berry Hill, Dorſetſhire, 4 
OUR Ladyſhip did but too well fore 


| ſee the perplexity and uneaſfineſs off 
which Madame Duval's letter has been pro- 
ductive. However, I ought rather to be 
thankful that [| have ſo many years remained 
unmoleſted, than repine at my preſent em 
barraſſment; fince it proves, at leait, thatf 
this wretched woman is at length awakened} 
to remorſe. | 
In regard to my anſwer, I muſt humbly 
requeſt your Ladyſhip to write to this e 
fect : © That I would not, upon any ac. 
count, intentionally offend Madame * 
ut 


+4 its ith 4 
eee 
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out that I have weighty, nay unanſwerable 
re- ¶reaſons for detaining her grand-daughter at 
preſent in England; the 1 of which 
is, that it was the earneſt deſire of one to 
ZE whoſe Will ſhe owes implicit duty. Ma- 
dame Duval may be aſſured that ſhe meets 
vith the utmoſt attention and tenderneſs ; 
that her education, however ſhort of my 
wiſhes, almoſt exceeds my abilities; and 
Il flatter myfelf, when the time arrives 
that ſhe ſhall pay her duty to her grand- 
mother, Madame Duval will find no reaſon 
Wo be diſſatisfied with what has been done 
for her.” 2 
Four Ladyſhip will not, I am ſure, be 
ſurpriſed at this anſwer, Madame Duval 
is by no means a proper companion or 
guardian for a young woman: ſhe is at 
once uneducated anq/unprincipled; ungen- 
Wtle in her temper, and unamiable in her 
manners. I have long known that ſhe has 
perſuaded herſelf to harbour an averſion for 
me —Unhappy woman! I can only regard 
her as an object of pity |! | 
I dare not heſitate at a requeſt from 
Mrs. Mirvan, yet, in complying with it, 
I ſhall, for her own ſake, be as conciſe 
as I poſſibly can; ſince the cruel tranſac- 
tions which preceded the birth of my ward, 
can afford no entertainment to a mind fo 
humane as her's. 
B 3 Your 
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© Your Ladyſhip may probably have 
heard, that I had the honour to accompa. 
ny Mr. Evelyn, the grandfather of ny 
young charge, when upon his travels, in 
the capacity of a tutor. His unhappy 
marriage, immediately upon his return u 
England, with Madame Duval, then i 
waiting-girl at a tavern, contrary to the 
advice and entreaties of all his friend 
among whom I was myſelf the moſt a 
gent, induced him to abandon his 1 0 
land, and fix his abode in France. Thi.“ 

ther he was followed by ſhame and repent. 
ance ; feelings which his heart was no 


framed to ſupport : for, notwithſtanding 
he had been too weak to reſiſt the allur: 
ments of beauty, which nature, though 18 
niggard to her of every other boon, hal 
with a laviſh hand beſtowed on his wife; 
yet he was a young man of excellent cha 
racter, and, till thus unaccountably infa ; 

28 


tuated, of unblemiſhed conduct. He ſur: 


2 
\F 
2 


vived this ill qudged marriage but two 
years. Upon his death-bed, with an un- 
ſteady hand, he wrote me the following 
note : 1 
My friend! forget your reſentment 
in favour of your humanity ;—a father 
trembling for the welfare of his chil. 
bequeaths her to your care.—0 Villars 
hear ! pity! and relieve me!” 8 Y 

mo 


2 
„ 
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Had my circumſtances permitted me, I 
mould have anſwered theſe words by an 
WS mmediate journey to Paris; but I was 
ZDbliged to act by the agency of a friend, 
ho was upon the ſpot, and preſent at the 
Ppening of the will. 
Mr. Evelyn left to me a legacy of a 
*Shouſand pounds, and the ſole guardianſhiÞ- 
f his daughter's perſon till her eighteenth 
ur. year, conjuring me, in the moſt affecting 
erms, to take the charge of her education 
ill ſhe was able to act with propriety for 
Herſelf; but in regard to fortune, he left 
er wholly dependent on her mother, to 
ZIvhoſe tenderneſs he earneſtly recommended 
er, 
Thus, though he would not, to a woman 
o- bred and illiberal as Mrs. Evelyn, truſt 
fe he conduct and morals of his daughter, he 
evertheleſs thought proper to ſecure to- 
ier the reſpect and duty which, from her 
on child, were certainly her due; bur, 
nhappily, it never occurred to him that 
be mother, on her part, could fail in af- 
ection or juſtice. 
= Miſs Evelyn, Madam, from the ſecond 
o the eighteenth year,,of her life, was 
ern brought up under my care, and, except 
chil. when at ſchool, under my roof. I need 
lars Mot ſpeak to your Ladyſhip of the virtues 
that excellent young creature. She 
Hal B 4 loved 
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loved me as her father; nor was Mrs. Vil. 
lars leſs valued by her; while to me ſne 
became ſo dear, that her loſs was little leſs 
afflicting than that which I have ſince ſuſ. 
tained of Mrs. Villars herſelf. Y 
At that period of her life we parted ; her 
mother, then married to Monſieur Duval, 
ſent for her to Paris. How often have l | 
fince regretted that I did not accompany 
her thither ! protected and fanned by I 
me, the miſery and diſgrace which awaited i 
her, might, perhaps, have been avoided, | 

Bur, to be brief—Madame Duval, at che i 
inſtigation of her huſband, earneſtly, or 
rather tyrannically, endeavoured to effect a 4 
union between Miſs Evelyn and one of his 
nephews. And, when ſhe found her power 2 
inadequate to her attempt, enraged at her 
non-compliance, ſhe treated her with the 2 

groſſeſt unkindneſs, and threatened her with 
poverty and ruin. 4 
Miſs Evelyn, to whom wrath and vio- 
lence had hitherto been ſtrangers, ſoon grew 
weary of ſuch uſage ; and raſhly, and with- 
out a witneſs, conſented to a private mar- 
riage with Sir John Belmont, a very ] 
fligate young man, who had but too * 5 
celsfully found means to inſinuate himſelt 
into her favour, He promiſed to conduct 
her to England—he did, —— O, Madam, J 
you know the reſt !—Diſappointed of thei 
| fortune 
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: 4g fortune he expected, by the inexorable ran- 
our of the Duvals, he infamouſly burnt 
Hue certificate of their marriage, and denied 
hat they had ever been united! 
She flew to me for protection. With 
rat mixed tranſports of joy and anguiſh 
id I again ſee her! By my advice ſhe 
A ndeavoured to procure proofs of her mar- 
AF age ;—but in vain: her credulity had 
een no match for his art. 
Every body believed her innocent, from 
he guiltleſs tenor of her unſpotted youth, 
ad from the known libertiniſm of her bar- 
Parous betrayer. Yet her ſufferings were 
o acute for her tender frame, and the 
me moment that gave birth to her infant, 
ut an end at once to the ſorrows and the 
fe of its mother. 
The rage of Madame Duval at her 
opement, abated not while this injured 
ictim of cruelty yet drew breath. She 
Probably intended, in time, to have par- 
Woned her, but time was not allowed. 
hen ſhe was informed of her death, I 
ave been told, that the agonies of grief 
d remorſe, with which ſhe was ſeized, 
caſioned her a ſevere fit of illneſs. But, 
om the time of her recovery to the date 
ber letter to your Ladyſhip, I had ne- 
. Er heard that ſhe manifeſted any deſire to 
Nan made acquainted with the circumſtances 
B 5 which 


imſelf 
nductl 


om. Ine OE ER wc? 


1 


cares the end of my days 
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which attended the death of Lady Belmont, 3 
and the birth of her helpleſs child, 8 
That child, Madam, ſhall never, hie 
life is lent me, know the loſs ſhe has ſuſ. 
tained. I have cheriſhed, ſuccoured, and 
fupported her, from her earlieſt infancy oY 
— — year; and ſo amply has ſhe 
repaid my care and affection, that my fond 
eſt wiſh is now circumſcribed by the deſie 
of beſtowing her on one who may be ſenſible 
of her worth, and then ſinking to eternal 
reſt in her arms. 
Thus it has happened that the education 
of the father, daughter, and grand-· daughter 
has devolved on me. What infinite miſc 
have the two firſt cauſed me! Should thei 
fate of the dear ſurvivor be equally ad- 1 
verſe, how wretched will be the end of a ; 


F 


Even had Madame Duval merited the 4 
charge ſhe claims, I fear my fortitude would 
have been unequal to ſuch a parting ; but 4 
being ſuch as the is, not only my affection 
but my humanity recoils, at the barbarou 
idea of deſerting the facred truſt repoſed ii 
me. Indeed, I could but ill aps ort ne 1 
former yearly viſits. to the reſpectable ma 4 
hon at Howard Grove; pardon me, deat 
Madam, and do not think me inſenſible df 1 
the honour which your Ladyſhip's condef 
ſcenſion confers upon us both; but ſo de 
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10nt, is the impreſſion which the misfortunes of 
ber mother have made on my heart, that ſhe 
while does not, even for a moment, quit my ſight, 
ſul. ¶Nxxithout exciting apprehenſions and terrors 
, and which almoſt overpower me. Such, Ma- 
ey to dam, is my tenderneſs, and ſuch my weak- 
s ſhe neſs !—Bur ſhe is the only tie I have upon 


fond- earth, and J truſt to your Ladyſhip's good- 
deſie neſs not to judge of my feelings with ſe- 
nſible verity. 

ternal I beg leave to preſent my humble reſpects 


o Mrs. and Miſs Mirvan ; and have the: 


-ationMonour to be, - 

Zhten Madam, 

niſeryi Your Ladyſhip's moſt obedient 

Id the and moſt humble ſervant, 

y ad- ARTHUR VILLARS. 
of mi | 


* 


1 
ed thei 


would | 

„ but ERETTER: I 
ectionſ 

barouf [Written ſome months after the laſt. J 
oſed 1 : . 


ort he Lady Howard to the Rev. Mr. Villars, 
5 


Howard Grove, March 8. 
Dear and Rev. Sir, 
OUR. laſt letter gave me infinite plea- 
- ſure: after fo long and tedious an ill- 
| nels,. 


B 
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neſs, how grateful to yourſelf and to your 
friends mult be your returning health! You 
have the hearty wiſhes of every individual 
of this place for its continuance and in- 
creaſe. A f 

Will you not think I take advantage of 
4 


your acknowledged recovery, if I once more 
venture to mention your pupil and Howard 
Groye together? Yet you muſt remember 
the patience with which we ſubmitted to 
ur deſire of not parting with her during 
the bad ſtate of your health, though it was 
with much reluctance we forbore to ſolicit 
her company. My grand-daughter, in par- 
ticular, has ſcarce been able to repreſs her 
eagerneſs to again meet the friend of her 
infancy; and for my own part, it is very 
ſtrongly my wiſh to manifeſt the regard 
I had for the unfortunate Lady Belmont, 
by proving ſerviceable to her child; which 
ſeems to me the beſt reſpe& that can be 
paid to her memory. Permit me, there- W 
tore, to lay before you a plan which Mrs. 
Mirvan and I have formed, in conſequence W 
of your reſtoration to health. 3 
I would not frighten you but do you 
think you could bear to part with your 
young companion for two or three months! 
Mrs. Mirvan propoſes to ſpend the enſuing 
{ſpring in London, whither, for the firit 
ume, my grandchild will e 4 
Now, 


9 
A 
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our Now, my good friend, it is very earneſtly 
"ou Mfrheir wiſh to enlarge and enliven their party 
ual by the addition of your amiable ward, who 
in- PVvould ſhare, equally with her own daughter, 
he care and attention of Mrs. Mirvan. Do 
e of Mot ſtart at this propoſal ; it is time that ſhe 


1ore ſhould ſee ſomething of the world. When 
rard AY roung people are too rigidly ſequeſtered from 
zber t, their lively and romantic imaginations 
d to aint it to them as a paradiſe of which they 
ring Wave been beguiled; but when they are 
was own it properly, and in due time, they ſee 
licit WW ſuch as it really is, equally ſhared by pain 
par- nnd pleaſure, hope and diſappointment. 

; her Lou have nothing to apprehend from her 
her eeting with Sir John Belmont, as that 
very bandoned man is now abroad, and not ex- 
gard ected home this year. 

10nt, Well, my good Sir, what ſay you to our 
hich Weheme ? J hope it will meet with your ap- 
n be C robation ; but if it ſhould nor, we aſſured 
here- ¶ can never object to any deciſibn of one 


ho is ſo much reſpected and eſteemed as 
Ir, Villars, by 
His moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


M. HowarD. 


Nov, LETTER 


— ů ——— —A— 
— 1 
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| wy at your hoſpitable manſion, 
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Mr. Villars to Lady: Howard, ? 
4 

Berry Hill, March 12, 4 

4 


AM grieved, Madam, to appear obſti- . 

nate, and I bluſh to incur the imputation 
of ſelfiſhneſs. In detaining my young charge 4 
thus long with myſelf in the country, I con. 
ſalted not ſolely my own inclination. Deſ. 4 
tined, in all probability, to poſſeſs a ven 
moderate fortune, I wiſhed to contract het. 
views to ſomething within it. The mind iii 
but too naturally prone to pleaſure, but toi 
eaſily yielded to diſſipation : it has been my 1 


= 


ſtudy to guard her againſt their to d 


by preparing her to expect,—and to deſpiſ 


them. But the time draws on for experience 
and oblſeryation to take place of inſtruction: 
if I have, in ſome meaſure, rendered hei 
capable of uſing one with diſcretion, andi 
making the other with improvement, 4 
ſhall rejoice myſelf with the aſſurance d 
having largely contributed to her welfare * 
She is now of an age that happineſs is eagl 
to attend, —let her then enjoy it! I comm 
her to the protection of your Ladyſhip, and 3 
ny = ſhe may be found worthy hal 

eſs I am V fatiafied ſhe will mech > 


_ 
- * 
© 

on 9. 

"x 
1 
2 * 
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5 Thus far, Madam, I chearfully ſubmit 
to your deſire. In confiding my ward to 
he care of Lady Howard, I can feel no un- 
Eaſineſs from her abſence, but what will 
riſe from the loſs of her company, ſince I 

hall be as well convinced of her ſafety as 
biti- If ſhe were under my own roof but, can 
ation your Ladyſhip be ſerious in propoſing to 
arge ntroduce her to the gaieties of a London 
con- Hife? Permit me to aſk, for what end, or 


12. 
»- <7 


Del- rhat purpoſe ? A youthful mind is ſeldom 
ver} Fotally free from ambition; to curb that, is 
c her he firſt ſtep to contentment, ſince to dimi- 
ind 0th expectation, is to increaſe enjoyment. 
it too apprehend nothing more than too much 
en my haiſing her hopes and her views, which the 


ſons Miatural vivacity of her diſpoſition would 
leſpie gender but too eaſy to effect. The town-ac- 
rience uaintance of Mrs. Mirvan are all in the 
ctionircle of high life; this artleſs young crea- 
d het . ure, with too much beauty to eſcape no- 
1, andfWice, has too much ſenſibility to be indif- 
ent, erent to it; but ſhe has too little wealth to | 
nce a de ſought with propriety by men of the | 
el fat faſhionable world. 
Conſider, Madam, the peculiar cruelty 
f her ſituation ; only child of a wealthy 
SBaronet, whoſe perſon ſhe has never ſeen, | 
8» hoſe character ſhe has reaſon to abhor, and | 
<= hoſe name ſhe is forbidden to claim; entitled 
s ſhe is to lawfully inherit his fortune and 
: eſtate, 


& 


Y 
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eſtate, is there any probability that he will 
properly own her? And while he continues 
to perſevere in diſavowing his marriage with 
Miſs Evelyn, ſhe ſhall never, at the expence il 
of her mother's honour, receive a part off 
her right, as the donation of his bounty. | 

And as to Mr. Evelyn's eſtate, I have no 
doubt but that Madame Duval and her rela. 
tions will diſpoſe of it among themſelves. 

It ſeems, therefore, as it this deſerted M 
child, though legally heireſs of two large 
fortunes, muſt owe all her rational expecta- 
tions to adoption and friendſhip. Yet her 
income will be ſuch as may make her hap- 
Py, if ſhe is diſpoſed to be ſo in private life; 
though it will by no means allow her to en- 
joy the luxury of a London fine lady. 
Let Miſs Mirvan, then, Madam, ſhin? 
in all the ſplendor of high life; but ſuffer 
my child ſtill to enjoy the pleaſures of hum-· 
ble retirement, with a mind to which greater 
views are unknown. 1 

I hope this reaſoning will be honour! 
with your approbation ; and I have yet an- 
other motive which has ſome weight with 
me; I would not willingly give offence tl 
any human being, and ſurely Madame Du-l 


val might accuſe me of injuſtice, if, while 
refuſe to let her grand-daughter wait upon 
her, I conſent that ſhe ſhould join a party i 


f . | 


pleaſure to London. 
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In ſending her to Howard Grove, not one 
f theſe ſcruples ariſe; and therefore Mrs. 
WT linton, a moſt worthy woman, formerly 
Per nurſe, and now my houſekeeper, ſhall 
Wrtcnd her thither next week. 
Though I have always called her by the 
me of Anville, and reported in this neigh- - 
ourhood that her father, my intimate friend, 
ft her to my guardianſhip, yet I have 
Sought it neceſſary ſhe ſhould herſelf be ac- 
Wuainted'with the melancholy circumſtances 
ending her birth; for, though I am very 
(trous of guarding her from curioſity and 
pertinence, by concealing her name, fa- 
iy, and ſtory, yet I would not leave it 
che power of chance, to ſhock her 
ntle nature with a tale of ſo much ſor- 
=. 
Lou muſt not, Madam, expect too much 
om my pupil. She is quite a little ruſtic, 
Wd knows nothing of the world; and though 
education has been the beſt I couid be- 
dw in this retired place, to which Dor- 
Welter, the neareſt town, is ſeven miles diſ- 
Wt, yet I ſhall not be ſurpriſed if you 
Would diſcover in her a thouſand deficien- 
s of which I have never dreamt. - She 
t be very much altered ſince ſhe was 
W: at Howard Grove, —but I will ſay no- 
og of her; I leave her to your Lady- 
| thip's 


ſhip's own obſervations, of which I beg ii 
faithful relation ; and am, 3 
Dear Madam, with great reſpect, 
Your obedient and moſt humble ſervant, i 
ARTHUR VILLazs lf 


LETTER V. 
00 Villars to Lady Howard. 


March 18, 

Dear Madam, : 
HIS letter will be delivered to you by 

my child, —the child of my adopif 
tion. my affection! Unbleſt with one na 
tural friend, ſhe merits a thouſand, I ſen 
her to you, innocent as an angel, and an 
leſs as purity itſelf: and I ſend you wi 
her the heart of your friend, the only hop 
he has on carth, the ſubject of his render 
thoughts, and the object of his lateſt care 
She is one, Madam, — whom alone I ha 
lately wiſhed to live; and ſhe is one who 
to ſerve I would with tranſport die! Reſto 
her but to me all innocence as you rece' 
her, and the fondeſt hope of my heart wi 


be am "ply gratified. 
A. VILLARS. 


LETTEI 


| 


wy 
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LET TEX VI. 


Lady Howard to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 


LOTS Sg Ia ET III ͤ 
as" Coat. 7 . 


D 
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. Howard Grove, 

Dear and Rev. Sir. 
HE ſolemn manner in which you have 

committed your child to my care, has 
Wn ſome meaſure dampt the pleaſure which I 
Weccive from the truſt, as it makes me fear 
hat you ſuffer from your compliance, in 
hich caſe I ſhall very ſincerely blame my- 
Elf for the earneſtneſs with which I have 
queſted this favour z but remember, my 
Wood Sir, ſhe is within a few days ſummons, 

d be aſſured I will not detain her a mo- 

Went longer than you wiſh. a 
Lou deſire my opinion of her. 
She 1s a little angel! I cannot wonder that 


pu ought to monopolize her. Neither 


ght you, at finding it impoſſible. 

Her face and perſon anſwer my moſt re- 
ed ideas of complete beauty : and this, 
Wough a ſubject of praiſe leſs important to 
=p, or to me, than any other, is yet ſo 
King, it is not poſſible to paſs it unno- 
ed. Had I not known from whom fhe 
eived her education, I ſhould, at firſt 
nt of ſo perfect a face, have been in 7 
or 
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for her underſtanding; ſince it-has been Jong 
and juſtly remarked, that folly has ey + 
ſought alliance with beauty. y 
She has the ſame gentleneſs in her ma} 
ners, the ſame natural grace in her motion 
that I formerly ſo . admired in her mo 
ther. Her character ſeems truly ingenuon 
and ſimple; and, at the ſame time that u. 
ture has bleſſed her with an excellent unde 4 
ſtanding, and great quickneſs of parts, ol 
has a certain air of inexperience and inn 
cency that is extremely intereſting. A 
| You have no reaſon to regret the retir 
ment in which ſhe has lived; ſince that pi 
litenefs which is acquired by an acquain 
ance with high life, is in her fo well ſuppligſ 1 
by a natural defire of obliging, joined 10 43 
deportment infinitely engaging. Y 
I obſerve with great ſatisfaction a co 
ing affection between this amiable girl aj al 
my grand-daughter, whoſe heart is as fi 
from ſelfiſhnels or conceit, as that of 
young friend is from all uile. Their g l 
ard may be mutually uſeful, ſince mu 
is to be expected from emulation, will 
nothing is to be feared from envy. 
would have them love each other as {iſt 
and reciprocally fupply the place of ti 
render and happy relationſhip, to whichn 
ther of them have a natural claim. 


— 
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n long Be fatisfied, my good Sir, that your child 
5 eu all meet with the ſame attention as our 
en. We all join in moſt hearty wiſhes 


8 5 
r mam r your health and happineſs, and in re- 


otiom rning our ſincere thanks for the favour 
er mo pu have conferred on us. 

erfuoul I am, Dear Sir, 

hat u. Your moſt faithful ſervant, 
unden M. Howaxp. 
ts, lh 


| inna | 


reti 
hat py x 
gon 
vpplnl 
ed to 
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. 
Lady Howard to the Rev. Mr. Villar. 


Howard Grove, March 26. 


1 gro E not alarmed, my worthy friend, at 
girl al my ſo ſpeedily troubling you again; I 
3 as fi dom uſe the ceremony of waiting for an- 
t of hers, or writing with any regularity, and 
heir Wave at preſent immediate occaſion for 
de mulF22ing your patience. 

„ wil Mrs. Mirvan has juſt received a letter 
wy. m her long-abſent huſband, containing 
s ſiſteſßhe welcome news of his hoping to reach 
of tiffWondon by the beginning of next week. 
hich ofWy daughter and the Captain have been ſe- 


ated almoſt ſeven years, and it would 
retore be needleſs to ſay what joy, ſur- 
h . Priſe, 
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priſe, and conſequently confuſion, his, ail 
. unexpected return has cauſed a 

oward Grove. Mrs. Mirvan, you cannot 
doubt, will go inſtantly to town to meet 
him; her daughter is under a thouſand ob. 
ligations to attend her; I grieve that hel 
mother cannot. | : 

And now, my good Sir, I almoſt bluhf 
to proceed ;—but, tell me, may I aſk- 
will you permit—that your child may.ac-i 
company them? Do not think us unreaſon-| 
able, but conſider the many inducement 
which conſpire to make London the hap 
pieſt place at preſent ſhe can be in. The 
5 occaſion of the journey; the gaietyf 
of the whole party; oppoſed to the dull life 
ſhe muſt lead if left here, with a ſolitat̃y old 
woman for her ſole companion, while ſhe {of 
well knows the chearfulneſs and felicity en 
1 joyed by the reſt of the family, —are circum 
fi ſtances that ſeem to merit your conſiders 
1 tion. Mrs. Mirvan deſires me to aſſure you 
| | | il that one week is all ſhe aſks, as ſhe is certain 


22 


| (1.108 that the Captain, who hates London, wil 
1 be eager to reviſit Howard Grove: and 
111 Maria is ſo very earneſt in wiſhing to hart 
if | { the company of her friend, that, if you ar 
| inexorable, ſhe will be deprived of half tht 
pleaſure ſhe otherwiſe hopes to receive. 
ill However, I will not, my good Sir, de 
Wi. ceive you into an opinion that they intend 
| (0 
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is, 2% live in a retired manner, as that cannot 
ed ae fairly expected. But you have no reaſon 
be uneaſy concerning Madame Duval; 

je has not any correſpondent in England, 


: 2 3 $48: 
U 
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anno 


meet 

d ob. d obtains no intelligence but by common 

t her port. She muſt be a ſtranger to the name 

Pur child bears; and, even ſhould ſhe hear 

bluh | this excurſion, ſo ſhort a time as a week, 

aſk-leſs, ſpent in town upon fo particular an 

apa caſion, though previous to their meeting, 

eaſon 5 be conſtrued into diſreſpect to her- 

mend. 

hap. Mrs. Mirvan deſires me to aſſure you, 
Theft if you will oblige her, her /2wo children 
meu all equally ſhare her time and her atten- 

all neten. She has ſent a commiſſion to a friend 

y old town to take a houſe for her, and while 

> the e waits for an anſwer concerning it, I 

ity en ll for one from you to our petition. 

irc um Wovever, your child is writing herſelf, and 

Ger | 2 e will more avail than all 

re you can poſſibly urge. 

8 Rae My daughter deſires her beſt compliments 

n, vil vou, #, ſhe ſays, you will grant her re- 

e: ani eſt, but not elſe. 

to hau Aieu, my dear Sir, —we all hope every 

you ar ng from your goodneſs. 

half the M. Howaxo. 

ive. 

Sir, de. 

intend 
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Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 


Howard Grove, March 26. 
HIS houſe ſeems to be the houſes 


joy; every face wears a ſmile, andf 
laugh is at every body's ſervice. It is qui 
amuſing to walk about, and ſee the gener 
confuſion ; a room leading to the garden 
fitting up for Captain Mirvan's ſtudy. Lal 
Howard does not fit a moment in a pla 
Miſs Mirvan is making caps; every e | 
ſo buſy !——ſuch flying from room to roonſ 
—ſo many orders given, and retracted, al 
given again l nothing but hurry and fl 
turbation. : 
Well but, my dear Sir, I am deſired 
make a requelt to you. I hope you vil 
think me an incroacher; Lady Howl 
inſiſts upon my writing |yet I hal 
know how to go on; a petition impli 
want, —and have you left me one? 
indeed. 1 
I am half aſhamed of myſelf for beg 
ning this letter. But theſe dear ladies 
ſo preſſing—l cannot, for my lite, i 
wiſhing for the pleaſures they offer me 
provided you do not diſapprove them. 
1 
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will not ſuffer me to keep it for I acknoy. 
ledge, I muſt acknowledge, I cannot help 
wiſhing for your permiſſion, | 

I almoſt repent already that I have made 
this confeſſion ; pray Forget that you have 
read it, if this journey is diſpleaſing to you, 
But I will not write an — er; for the 
more I think of this affair, the leſs indit- 
ferent to it I find myſelf. 

Adieu, my moſt honoured, moſt reve. 
renced, moſt beloved father ! for by what 
other name can I call you? I have no hap 
pineſs or ſorrow, no hope or fear, but whaf 
your kindneſs beſtows, or your diſpleaſurſi 
may caufe. You will not, I am ſure, ſend 
a refuſal, without reaſons unanſwerable, and 
therefore I ſhall chearfully acquieſce. Ye 
I hope I hope you will be able to permi 
me to go! I am, | 
| With the utmoſt affection, 

gratitude, and duty, 
Your | 
EVELIN aK ——þ 


I cannot to you ſign Auville, and wa 
other name may I claim? 
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Ar. Villars to Evelina. 


made : 
have ; Berry-Hill, March 28. 

) you FF O reſiſt the urgency of entreaty, is 
Ir the | a power which I have not yet ac- 


indi-WWuired : I aim not at an authority which 
Weprives you of liberty, yet I would fain 
rereſuide myſelf by a prudence which ſhould 
have me the pangs of repentance. Your 
o hapypatience to fly to a place which your 
it Wa hagination has painted to you in colours 
leafur il attractive, ſurpriſes me not; I have only 
e, ſenſ hope that the livelineſs of your fancy 
le, Way not deceive you: to refuſe, would be 
: Te üng it ſtill higher. To ſee my Evelina 
per Wppy, is to ſee myſelf without a wiſh : ga 

Wen, my child, and may that Heaven 
on, {Which alone can, direct, preſerve, and 
duty, rengthen you! To That, my love, will 
daily offer prayers for your felicity; O 
ay it guard, watch over you | defend you 
om danger, ſave you from diſtreſs, and 
ep vice as diſtant from your: perſon .as 
om your heart! And to Me, may it grant 
e ultimate bleſſing of cloſing theſe aged 
es in the arms of one ſo dear ſo de- 
vedly beloved | 


m_ _— 
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C2 LETTER 


LX F r E R X. 
Evelina to the Rev. Mir. Villars. 


8 Queen · Ann · Street, London, 'Satufday April 4, 1 
THIS moment arrived. Juſt going to 


iD Drury-Lane theatre. The celebrated WM! 
Mr. Garrick performs Ranger. I am quite] lie 
in extacy. So is Miſs Mirvan. Howe 

im 


fortunate, that he ſhould happen to play 
We would not let Mrs, Mirvan'reſt till ſhe 
conſented 'to' go; her chief objection was 
to our dreſs, for we have had no time to 
Dondonize ourſelves ; but we teized her into 
compliance, and ſo we are to fit in ſome 
obſcure: place, that ſhe may not be ſeen, 
As to me, I ſhould be alike unknown in the 
moſt conſpicuous or molt private part of the 
bouſe. IT . | 

] can write no more now. I have hardly 
time: to breathe—only juſt this, the houſe 
and ſtreets are not quite ſo ſuperb as I ex 
pected, However, I have ſeen nothing 
yet, ſo I-ought not to judge, | 

Well, adieu, my deareſt Sir, for the pre. 
ſent ;. I could not forbear writing a fer 
words inſtantly on my. arrival; though | 
ſuppoſe my letter of thanks for your conſent 
is tub on the road. 


Gr 8 Saturdiſ 
nee Ba 
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O my dear Sir, in what raptures am I 
$ returned ! Well may Mr. Garrick be ſo ce- 
Jlebrated, ſo univerſally admired—I had 
@ not any idea of ſo great a performer. 

88 Such eafe ! ſuch vivacity in his manner! 
ſuch grace in his motions ! ſuch fire and 
meaning in his eyes !—I could hardly be- 
Wlieve he had ſtudied a written part, for 
every word ſeemed to be uttered from the 
#impulſe of the moment. 5 

ne! His action —at once ſo graceful and ſo 
free —his voice ſo clear, ſo melodious, 
eo et ſo wonderfully various in its tones 
ſuch animation every look ſpeaks! 

I would have given the world to have 
had the whole play acted over again. And 
hen he danced—0 how I envied Cla- 
rinda! I almoſt wiſhed to have jumped dn 
the ſtage and joined them. 

Tam afraid you will think me mad, fo 
won't ſay any more; yet I really believe 
Mr. Garrick would make you mad too, if 
you could fee him. I intend to aſk Mrs. 
irvan to go to the play every night while 
e ſtay in town. She is extremely kind to 
e, and Maria, her charming daughter, is 
ie ſweeteſt girl in the world. | 
1 ſhall write to you every evening all that 
paſſes in the day, and that in the ſame man- 
er as, if I could fee, I ſhould tell you. 
caps C 3 Sunday. 
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i 
Sunday, 


This morning we went to Portland chi ba 
pel, and afterwards we walked in the Mil 
of St. James's Park, which by no mea 
anſwered my expectations: it is a long 
ſtraight walk, of dirty gravel, very uneaſ 
oo the feet; and at each end, inſtead of af 
open proſpect, nothing is to be ſeen bi 
houſes built of brick. When Mrs. Mlirva 
pointed out the Palace to me=-] think 
was never much mare ſurpriſed. a 

However, the walk was very agreeabi m 
to us; every body looked gay, and ſee 5 
pleaſed, and the ladies were ſo much dreſſuſ o 
that Miſs Mirvan and I could do nothin tha 
but look at them. Mrs. Mirvan met ſcuff 
ral of her friends. No wonder, for I 
ver ſaw ſo many aſſembled rogethy 
before. I looked ut for ſome of Mer 
acquaintance, but in vain, for I ſaw 
one perſon that I knew, which is very ou") 
for all the world feemed there. nd 
rs. Mirvan ſays we are not to walk 
the Park again next Sunday, even if 1 
ſhould be in town, becauſe there is betiggho 1 
company in Kenſington Gardens. But aj 
ally if you had ſeen how much every bod 
rk dreſſed, you would not think that pi 
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Monday. 
We are to go this evening to a private 

ba ball, given by Mrs. Stanley, a very fa- 

hionable lady of Mrs. Mirvan's acquaint- 


ance. 
We have been a ſhopping, as Mrs. Mirvan 
Falls it, all this morning, to buy ſilks, 
aps, gauzes, and ſo forth. 
The ſhops are really very entertaining, 
ſpecially the mercers; there ſeem to be 
r or ſeven men belonging to each ſhop, 
End every one took care, by —_ and 
abi wirking, to be noticed; we were conducted 
rom one to another, and carried from 
oom to room, with ſa much ceremony, 
hin hat at firſt I was almoſt afraid to go on. 
l thought I ſhould never have choſen a 
ik, for they produced ſo many I knew 
ot which to fix upon, and they recom- 
ended them all fo ſtrongly, that I fancy 
Whey thought I only wanted perſuaſion to 
buy every. thing they ſhewed me. And, 
ndeed, they took ſo much trouble, that 1 
as almoſt aſhamed I could not. 
At the milliners, the ladies we met were 
much dreſſed, that I ſhould rather have 
=» "lg ey were mak ing viſits than pur- 
haſes. But what molt diverted me was, 
hat we” were more frequently ſerved by 
den than by women; and ſuch men! to 
inical, fo affected! they ſeemed to under- 
C4 ſtand 
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ſtand every part of a woman's dreſs bete 
than we do ourſelves; and they recommend 
ed caps and ribbands with an air of ſo mud 5 
importance, that I wiſhed to aſk them hoyſſſh 
long they had left off wearing them. 

The diſpatch with which they work i 
theſe great ſhops is amazing, for they hay 
promiſed me à compleat ſuit of linen & 

ainit the evening. 

I have juſt had my hair dreſſed, You 
can't think how oddly my head feels; full qq 
powder and black | pin and a great cu/bini 
on the top of it. I believe you woul, 
hardly know me, for my face looks quit 
different to what it did before my hair wa 
dreſſed. When I ſhall be 9 to mak 
uſe of a comb for myſelf I cannot tell, for 
my hair is ſo much entangled, frizled the 
call it, that I fear it will be very difficult, 
I am half afraid of this ball to-night, tori 
you know, I have never danced but a 
ichool ; however, Miſs Mirvan ſays ther 
is nothing i in it, Yet I wiſh it was over. 
Adieu, my dear Sir; pray excuſe th 
wretched ſtuff I write, perhaps I. may im- 
prove by being in this town, and then ny 
etters will be Tels unworthy your reading 
Man time I am, 

\ Your dutiful and affectionate, 
though unpoliſhed, 
ExRLIxA. 


Poo 


. 
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Poor Miſs Mirvan cannot wear one of 
S the caps ſhe made,: becauſe _ dreſs her 
W hair too —_ for them. 


* 


LETTER XI. | 
. i : 2h, J 
Evelina is continuation. . 
05 | . rn tt og) Temes 
1 of Queen-Ann-Street, April 5, Tueſday Morning. 
in 1& HAVE a vaſt deal to ſay, and ſhall give 
ul all this morning to my pen. As to my 
vieſWlan of writing every evening the adven- 
walWutes of the day, I find it impracticable; 
aktWor the diverſions here are fo very late, that 
folk 1 begin my letters after them, I could 
the) ot go to bed at all. 
It. We paſt a moſt extraordinary evening. 
fon private ball this was called, fo I expected 
t allo have ſeen about four or five couple. 
herWut Lord! my dear Sir, I believe I ſaw 
er. Walf the world! Two very large rooms 
there full of company; in one, were cards 
im or the elderly ladies, and in the other, were 
1 de dancers. My mamma Mirvan, for ſhe 
lingWways calls me her child, ſaid ſhe would 
twith Maria and me till we were provided 
ih partners, and then join the card- 
layers. 
The. gentlemen, as they paſſed. and-re- 
SS paſſed, 
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paſſed, looked as if they thought we wen 

ute at their diſpoſal], and only waitig Inc 

r the honour of their commands; an, 
they ſauntered about, in a careleſs indo 
lernt manner, as if with a view to keep wy 
in ſuſpenſe. I don't ſpeak of this in & 
gard to Mifs Mirvan and myſelf only, buf if 
to the ladies in general; and I thought me 
ſo provoking, that I determined, in my owfe 
mind, that, far from humouring ſuch ain w- 
1 would rather not dance at all, than wit 
any one Who ſhould ſeem to think me read 
to accept the Grit partner who would cc 
deſcen = * e. 4 
Not after, a man, who ha 
for ome ime 2 with a kind 
| t impertinence, advanced, on tij 
toe, towards me; he had a ſet ſmile on h 
face, and his dreſs was fo foppiſh, that 
really beheve he even wiſhed to be ſtan 
at; and yet he was very ugly. 

Bowing almoſt to the ground, with 
fort of ſwing, and waving his hand wi 
the conceit, after a ſhort and (i 
Pauſe, he ſaid, Madam——may I pn 
ſume ?“ —and ſtopt, offering to take nf 
hand. 1 drew it back, but could ſcan 
forbear laughing. Allow me, Madan, 


(continued he, breaking off ever 
| half moment) © the hanour and happingſſdilt 
if I am not ſo unhappy as to addreſs / Pric 
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too late—to have the happineſs and ho- 
nou 
= Again he would have taken my hand, 
but, bowing my head, I begged to be ex- 
Wcuſed, and turned to Miſs Mirvan to con- 
Ficeal my laughter. He then deſired to know 
if I had already engaged myſelf to ſome 
more fortunate man? I ſaid No, and that 
i believed I ſhould not dance at all. He 


ahWuttering ſome ridiculous ſpeeches of ſorrow 

Wand „ ere though his face ſtill 
wore the ſame invariable ſmile, he re- 
treated. 3 

It ſo happened, as we have ſince recol- 
lected, that during this little dialogue, Mrs. 
Mirvan was converſing with the lady of the 
houſe. And very ſoon after another gen- 
tleman, who ſeemed about ſix-and-twent 
years old, gayly, but not foppiſhly, drefled, 
and indeed extremely handſome, with an 
air of mixed politeneſs and gallantry, de- 
fired to know if I was engaged, or would 
honour him with my hand. So he was- 
pleaſed to ſay, though I am ſure I know 
not what honour he could receive from 
me; but theſe ſort of expreſſions, I find, 
FW rc uſed as words of courſe, without an 
nWdiſtintion of perſons, or ſtudy of pro- 


priety, 
K C6 Well, 
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Well, 1 bowed, and I am ſure I colour. 
ed; for indeed I was frightened at the 
thoughts of dancing before 10 many people, 
all ſtrangers, and, which was worſe, with! 
{ranger ; however, that was unavoidable, Whoy 
for though I looked round the room ſeveral 
times, I could not ſee one perſon that [ay 
knew. And ſo, he took my hand, and led 
me to join in the dance. ou 
The minuets were over before we arrived, 
for we were kept late by tlie milliner's 
making us wait for our things. 

He Reden very deſirous of entering into 
converſation with me; but I was ſeized with{Mrver 
ſuch a panic, that I could hardly ſpeak ai 
word, and nothing but the ſhame of ſo ſoonWaile 
changing my mind, prevented my return- 
ing 40 my feat, and declining to dance at 
& "4 | 
Hie appeared to be ſurpriſed at my ter. 
ror, which I believe was but too apparent: 
however, he aſked no queſtions, though | 
fear he mult think it very ſtrange ; for T did 
not chooſe to tell him it was owing to my 
never before dancing but with a ſchool 
girl. | | 
- His converſation was ſenſible and ſpirit 
ed; his air and addreſs were open and 
noble; his manners gentle, attentive, andi 
infinitely engaging ; his perſon is all cle 
. "gan 
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. ance, and his countenance, the moſt ani- 
hefWnated and expreſſive I have ever ſeen. 
le In a ſhort time we were joined by Miſs 
bafWirvan, who ſtood next couple to us. But 
le Wow was I ſtartled, when ſhe whiſpered me 
ralfWhat my partner was a nobleman! This 
te me a new alarm ; how will he be pro- 
leqWoked, thought I, when he finds what a 
imple ruſtic he has honoured with his 
ed, Mhoice | one whoſe ignorance of the world 
er rakes her perpetually fear doing ſomething 
vron 
ntoß That he ſhould be ſo much my ſuperior 
vith very way, quite diſconcerted me; and you 
kill ſuppoſe my ſpirits were not much 
oonWailed, : when I heard a lady, in paſling us, 
Irn. y, This is the moſt difficult dance I 
e Aver ſaw.” | 
O dear, then,” cried Maria to her 
partner, ** with your leave, I'Il ſit down 
ent: ill the next.” | 
zu © So will I too, then,” cried I, © for I 
didÞm ſure I can bardly ſtand.” 
mf But you muſt ſpeak to your partner 
ool-Writ,” anſwered ſhe; for he had turned 
ide to talk with ſome gentlemen. How- 
ver, I had not ſufficient courage to addreſs 
im, and ſo away we all three tript, and 
ated ourſelves at another end of the room. 
But, unfortunately for me, Miſs. Mirvan 
jon after ſuffered herſelf to be prevailed 
— 6 10-2 e 
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n to attempt the dance; and juſt as ſh 
roſe to go, ſhe cried, © My dear, yonderi 
your partner, Lord Orville, walking aboy 
the room in fearch of you.” | 

<* Don't leave me then, dear girl!“ crit 
I; but ſhe was obliged to go. And now. 
was more uneafy than ever; I would hay 
Ar have _ Mrs. Mirva 
a ot her to make my APOoIOgne: 
for what, thought I, can I — in 
him in excuſe for running away ? he mul 
either conclude me a fool, or half mad; ft 
any one brought up in the great world, an 
accuftomed to its ways, can have no ide 
of ſuch ſort of fears as mine. 
My confuſion encreaſed when I obſerve 
that he was every where ſeeking me, wi 
apparent perplexity and ſurpriſe , but whe 
at laſt, I ſaw him move towards the pla 
where 1 ſat, I was ready to fink with ſhar 
and diſtreſs. I found it abſolutely imp om. 
ſible to keep my feat, becauſe I could een 
think of a word to ſay for myſelf, and loflmag 
roſe, and walked haſtily towards the ca 
room, reſolving to ſtay with Mrs. Miry 
the reſt of the evening, and not to das 
at all. But before I could find her, L 
Orville faw and approached me. gen 
Hie begged to know if I was not vwellÞmon 
You may eaſily imagine how much 1 vWeai: 
embarraſſed. - I made no anſwer, but hu anc 
my head, like a fool, and looked on my 
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He then, with an air the moſt reſpect- 
ully ſerious, aſked if he had been ſo un- 
appy as to offend me? 

No, indeed !” cried I: and, in hopes 
pf changing the diſcourſe, and preventing 
iis further inquiries, I deſired to know if 
She had ſeen the young lady who had been 
nverſfing with me ? 

No would I honour him with any 
ommands to her? 

O by no means!“ 

Was chere any other perſon with whom 
wiſhed to ſpeak ? | | 
I faid xo, I knew I had anſweftd 
at all. - 
Should he have the pleaſure of bringing 
e any refreſhment ? 

| bowed, almoſt involuntarily, And 
way he flew. 

I was quite aſhamed of being ſo trouble- 
ome, and ſo much above myſelf as theſe 
Weeming airs made me appear; but indeed J 
vas too much confuſed to think or act with 
Way conſiſtency. 
If he had not been ſwift as lightning, 
don't know whether I ſhould not have ſto- 
n away again; but he returned in a mo- 
nent, When I had drunk a glaſs of le- 
nonade, he hoped, he faid, that I would 
ain honour him with my hand, as a new 
ance was juſt begun, I had not the 1 


of mind to ſay a ſingle word, and * 
| ice once more lead me to the place I ki 
left | 

- Shocked to find how ſilly, how child 

a part I had acted, my former fears 
dancing before ſuch a company, and wit 
ſuch a partner, returned more forcibly tha 
ever, I ſuppoſe he perceived my uneaſine 
for he intreated me to fit down again, er 
dancing was diſagreeable to me. But I wa 
quite ſatisfied wich the folly I had alread 
FAbewn, and therefore deckned his offer, tho 
1 was really ſcarce able to ſtand. 

Under ſuch conſcious diſadvantages, yo | 
may eaſily imagine, my dear Sir, how ill 
acquitted myſelf. But, though I both ex 
pected and deſerved to find him very mud 
mortified and diſpleaſed at his ill fortune 
the choice he had made, yet, to my ven 
great relief, he appeared to be even con 
tented, and very much aſſiſted and encou 
raged me. Theſe people in high life han 
too much preſence of mind, I believe, MN. 
ſeem diſconcerted, or out of humour, hou 
ever they may feel: for had I been the pe! 
Jon of the moſt conſequence in the room, 
could not have met with more attention an 
reſpect. | 
When the dance was over, ſeeing me ſtilir 
very much Hurricd, he led me to a ſeai en 
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ying that he would not ſuffer me to fa- 


* 


gue myſelf from politeneſs, is 
And then, if my capacity, or even if my 
hirits had been better, in how animated a 
pnverſation might I have been engaged 
was then I ſaw that the rank of Lord 
rville was his leaſt recommendation, his 
derſtanding and his manners being far 
ore diſtinguiſhed. His remarks upon the 
| 7 in general were ſo apt, ſo juſt, ſo 
ely, I am almoſt ſurpriſed myſelf that 
ey did not re- animate me; but indeed I 
as too well convinced of the ridiculous 
rt I had myſelf played before ſo nice an 
leryer, to be able to enjoy his pleaſantry: 
ſelf-compaſſion gave me feeling for others, 
t I had not the courage to attempt either 
defend them, or to rally in my turn, but 
tened to him in filent embarraſſment. ; 
When he found this, he changed the ſub- 
ct, and talked of public places, and pub- 
performers z but he ſoon diſcoyered that 
ay totally ignorant of them. | 
He then, very ingeniouſly, turned the 
courſe to the amuſements and occupa- 
Dos of the country. | | 
t now ſtruck me, that he was reſolved 
try whether or not I was capable of 
King upon any ſubject. This put ſo great 
onſtraint upon my thoughts, that I wag 
Wable to go further than a monoſyllable, 
and 
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and not even ſo far, when I could poſſib 
avoid 1t. | 
We were fitting in this manner, he co 
verſing with all gaiety, I looking down wit 
all fooliſhneſs, when that fop who had f 
aſked me to dance, with a moſt ridiculo 
ſolemnity, approached, and after a'profou 
bow or two, ſaid, I humbly beg parde 
Madam, —and of too, my Lord,. 
breaking in upon ſuch agreeable cony 
tion ich muſt, doubtleſs, be much me 
delectable than what I have the honour 
offer but | 

1 — agar qc for my 8 
wich laughing; yet I could not help 
for, added to t * ſtately piſhnd 
(and he actually took ſnuff n eve 
three words) when I looked round at Li 
Orville, I faw ſuch-extreme ſurpriſe in 
face, the cauſe of which appeared fo: 
furd, that I could not for my life pre 
my gravity. 

1 had not laughed before from the ti 
T had left Miſs Mirvan, and I had mu 
better have cried then ; Lord Orville 
tually ſtared at me; the beau, I know! 
his name, looked quite enraged. ** Refi 
Madam, (faid he, with an impc 
air,) “a few moments refrain !-—l have 
& ſentence to trouble you pans + 
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now to. what accident I muſt attribute not 
wing the hongur of your hand?“ 
Accident, Sir!” repeated I, much 
tomſhed. Ry 
Tes, accident, Madam — for ſurely, 
muſt take the liberty to obſerve - pardon 
Wc, Madam, —it ought to be no common 
at ſhould tempt a lady ſo young a 
e too, to be guilty of ill manners. 
1 oy _ he the + time 
tered my head, of ſomething I had heard 
the rules of an aſſembly ; but I was never 
one before,—I have only danced at 
bool, —and ſo giddy and heedleſs I was, 
Wat 1 had not ance conſidered the impro- 
Wricty of refuſing one partner, and after- 
rds accepting another. I was thunder- 
uck at the recollection: but, while theſe 
K ghts were ruſhing into my head, Lord 
ville, with ſome warmth, ſaid, ** This 
dy, Sir, is incapable of meriting ſuch an 
ulation “' : | 
The creature for I am A angry with 
nn made a low bow, and, with a grin the 
jolt malicious I ever ſaw, © My Lord,” 
a he, far be it from me to accuſe the 
dy, for having the diſcernment to diſtin- 
uiſh and prefer the ſyperior attractions 
i your Lordſhip,” | 
ain he bowed, and walked off. 
Vas ever any thing ſo provoking ? I was 
ready 
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ready to die with ſhame. ' ** What a calf 
comb !” exclaimed Lord Orville; whillſ 4 
without knowing what J did. roſe haſtihi 
and moving off. I can't imagine,” cri 
I, © where Mrs. Mirvan has hid herſelf" "2 
' © Give me leave to ſee,” anſwered he, 
' bowed' and fat down again, not daring 0 
meet his eyes; for what muſt he think 
me, between my blunder, and the ſuppo = 
preference? | | 
He returned in a moment, a told n 
that Mrs. Mirvan was at cards, but wolf 
be glad to ſee me; and I'went immediate 
There was but one chair vacant, fo, tonf 
18 relief, Lord Orville preſently left u 
hen told Mrs. Mirvan my diſaſters, al 
- ſhe good-naturedly blamed Rerſelf for n 
having better inſtructed me, but ſaid | 
had — tha it for granted that I muſt k 
ſuch common cultbas: However, the n 
may, I think, be ſatisfied with his pretf 
ſpeech, and carry his reſentment no fartht 
la a ſhort ume, Lord Orville return 
' I conſented, with the beſt grace I could,! 
go down another dance, for I had had tin 
to recollect myſelf, and therefore reſolvedſ 
uſe ſome exertion, and, if poſſible, app 
: Jeſs a fool than I had hitherto done; for | | 
occurred to me that, inſignificant as I » 
compared to a man of his rank and figul 
vet, ſince he had been fo unfortunate #5! 
Vids. mug 
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he dance, however, was ſhort, ànd he 
rake very little; ſo I had no opportunity 
putting my. reſolution” in practice. He 
Ss ſatisfhed, I ſuppoſe, with his former 
A cefsleſs efforts to draw me out: or, ra- 
, I fancied, he had been inquiring who 
a. This again diſconcerted me, ani 
> ſpirits I had determined to exert, again 
led me. Tired, aſhamed, and mortified, 
Weeged to ſit down till we returned home, 
ich I did ſoon after. Lord Orville did 
the honour to hand me to the coach, 
ing all the way of the honour J had 
e hin! O theſe faſhionable people 
ell, my dear Sir, was it not a ſtrange 
ning? I could not help being thus par- 
ular, becauſe, to me, every thing 1s ſo 
. But it is now time to conclude, I 
, with all love and duty, 


EveELINA, 
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1 
Evelina in xontinuation. 


| Tueſday, April 5 
HERE is to be no end to the trouble 
of laſt night. I have this momen 
between perſuaſion and laughter, gatherdl 
from Maria the moſt curious dialogue thi 
ever I heard. You will, at firſt, be ſtarthkt 
* at my vanity; but, my dear Sir, have p# 
ql. tience 
It muſt have paſſed while I was fitting 
with Mrs. Mirvan in the card-roonW- 
Maria was taking ſome refreſhment, and 
ſaw Lord Orville advancing for the fam 
purpoſe himſelf ; but he did not know he, 
though ſhe immediately recollected hin 
Preſently after, a very gay-looking may 
i ſtepping haſtily up to him, cried, © Why, 
= my Lord, what have you done with you 
0 lovely partner?“ | 
*. Nothing!” anſwered Lord Orville, wil 
a ſmile and a ſhrug. 
* By Jove,” cried the man, ſhe is tinea 
moſt beautiful creature l ever ſaw in my life. WW to 
Lord Orville, as he well might, laugbe 
but anſwered, ** Yes, a pretty modeſt- o 


ing girl,” « Or 
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S 7 O my Lord!” cried'the madman, © ſhe 


Wn angel!” 

A /lent one,” returned he. 

Why ay, my Lord, how ftands ſhe as 
that? She looks all intelligence and ex- 


mon.“ 
A poor weak girl!” anſwered Lord 
ville, ſhaking his A 
By Jove,” cried the other, I am glad 
Whear it!“ 
\t that moment, the ſame odious crea- 
e who had been my former tormentor, 
ed them. Addreſſing Lord Orville with 
at reſpect, he faid, I beg pardon, my 
rd,—if I wag—as I fear might be the 
e—rather too ſevere in my cenſure of the 
ly who is honoured with your protection 
but, my Lord, ill-breeding is apt to pro- 
ea man.“ 
Ill- breeding!“ cried my unknown 
unpion, ** impoſſible ! that elegant face 
never be ſo vile a maſk l 
0 Sir, as to that,” anſwered he, you 
ſt allow me to judge; for though I pay 
deference to your opinion—in other 
ugs, yet I hope you will. grant and I 
aal to your Lordſhip alſo that I am 
totally deſpicable as a judge of good or 

manners.“ . | 

1 was ſo hq! y ignorant,” ſaid Lord 


might 


e gravely, of the provocation you 


— -_ — — 
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might. have had, that I could not but 


mand my paſſions. For, my Lord, thou 
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ſurprifed at your ſingular reſentment,” 
It was far from © my intention,“ anvil 
ed he, © to offend your Lordſhip ; 6 
really, for a perſon who is nobody, to gif 
herſelf ſuch airs, —I own I could not ca 


I have made diligent enquiry—l cam 
learn who ſhe fis.“ | : 
* By what I can make out,” cried il 
defender, ** ſhe muſt be a country parli 
waughter.” I 
Hel he! he! very good, pon ll 
nour !“ cried the fop.— well, fo [ Col 
have ſworn by her manners.” 

And then, delighted at his own wit, 
laughed, and went W rack ſuppok, = 
repeat it. 

** But what the deuce is all this ?” 
manded the other. 

Why a very fooliſh affair,” anſweMt 
Lord Orville; © your Helen farſt retuyf 
this coxcomb, and then—danced with iff 
This is all I can gather of it.“ © 
O Orville,” returned he, you ar 
happy man I— But, :/-bred 2—T can nl 
believe it! And ſhe books too ſenſible to| 

gnoran. er 

* Whether ignorant or miſchievous 
will-not pretend to determine, but cem 


it 1 _ attended-to all 7 could ſay 1 WW 
tho 


4 
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ough I have really fatigued myſelf with | 


WW vitleſs endeavours. to entertain her, with 
ee moſt immoveable gravity; but no ſooner 
id Lovel begin his complaint, than ſhe 
ss ſcized with a fit of laughing, firſt af- 
onting the poor beau, and then enjoying 

o mortification.“ . 

Hal ha! ha! why there's ſome genius 
chat, my Lord, though perhaps rather 
ick.“ 

Here Maria was called to dance, and ſo 
ard no more. 

Now tell me, my dear Sir, did you ever 
Pow any thing more provoking? A 

| vr weak girl!“ ignorant or miſchievous ] 

hat mortify ing words! I am reſolved, 

[ pwever, that I will never again be tempted 
; go to an aſſembly. I wiſh I had been in 

orſetſhire. 

[of Well, after this, you will not be ſurpriſed 
welt Lord Orville contented himſelf with 
up enquiry after our healths this morning, 
th his ſervant, without troubling himſelf to 
a}; as Miſs Mirvan had told me he would: 
u r perhaps it may be only a country cul- 
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I would not live here for the world. I 
We not how ſoon we leave town. Lon- 
n ſoon grows tireſome. I wiſh the Cap- 
n would come. Mrs. Mirvan talks of 
OL, I. D the 
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the opera for this evening; however, I aſl | 
very indifferent about it. 4 


Wedneſday morning, | 


Well, my dear Sir, I have been "cull Y 
. againſt my will, I could almoſt ſay, fo 
muſt own I went out in very ill-humovi 
which I think you cannot wonder at: bi 
the muſic and the ſinging were charming 
they ſoothed me into a pleaſure the n 
rateful, the beſt ſuited to my preſent Id 
. in the world. I hope to perſuade Mil | 
Mirvan to go again on Saturday. I wil 
the opera was every night. It is, of 4 
entertainments, the ſweeteſt, and moſt of I 
lightful. Some of the ſongs ſeemed to nd 
my very foul. It was what they call 1 
rious opera, as the comic firſt ſinger was in 
To- night we go to Ranelagh, If any 
thoſe three gentlemen who converſed 
freely about me ſhould be chere—=—bol 
won't think of it. | 


Thurſday morning : 


Well, my dear Sir, we went to Ra 
lagh, It is a charming place, and the bf 
liancy of the lights, on my firſt entra 
made me almoſt think I was in ſome 1 1 
chanted caſtle, or fairy palace, for all lo 
like magic to me: 1 ts, 

The very firſt perſon I ſaw was I ; 

Orv 


al 
01 


O 


FVEL IN: A = 


rville. I felt fo confuſed but he did 
Dot ſee me. After tea, Mrs. Mirvan being 
red, Maria and I walked round the room 
7 one. Then again we ſaw him, ſtanding 
y the orcheſtra. We, too, ſtopt to hear 
ſinger. He bowed to me; I courteſied, and 
am ſure I coloured. We ſoon walked on, 
ot liking our ſituation : however, he did 
t follow us; and when we paſſed by the 
„ WWcheſtra again, he was gone. Afterwards, 
=D the courſe of the evening, we met him 
oeral times; but he was always with ſome 
Marty, and never ſpoke to us, tho*. when- 
er he chanced to meet my eyes, he con- 
ſcended to bow. | 
cannot but be hurt at the opinion he 
tertains of me. It is true, my own be- 
SE viour incurred it—yet he is himſelf the 
Wot agreeable and, ſeemingly, the moſt 
able man in the world, and therefore it 
chat I am grieved to be thought ill of 
him: for of whoſe eſteem ought we to 
ambitious, if not of thoſe who moſt me- 
our own ?—But it is too late to reflect 
ie bl 3 don this now, Well, I can't help it ;,— 
crrgowever, I think I have dene with aſſem- 
me Nies! 
1 l This morning was deſtined for /ecing 
auctions, curious ſhops, and ſo forth; 
1s e my head ached, and I was not in a hu- 
Ora ur to be amuſed, and fo I made them 
= D 2 go 


ning 


» 
4 
: 4 


I hardly care whether I do or not, 
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o without me, though very unwilling, 
hey are all kindneſs, 4 
And now Lam ſorry I did not accompay 
them, for I know not what to do with m.. 
ſelf. I had reſolved: not to go to the ply 
to-night; but I believe I ſhall. In ſnon 


* * * * * 


I thought I had done wrong ! Mrs. M 
van and Maria have been half the tom? 
over, and fo entertained while I, like 
fool, ſtayed at home to do nothing. Ani 
at an auction in Pall-mall, who ſhould the 
meet but Lord Orville! He ſat next u 


Mrs. Mirvan, and they talked a great dal; 
together: but ſhe gave me no account i e 
the converſation, =D | 
I may never have ſuch another oppor 
rity of ſeeing London; I am quite ſom e 
that I was not of the party; but I deſe 
this mortification, for having indulged Mt 

ill- humour. ] 
Thurſday night. a 

We are juſt returned from the pu 
which was King Lear, and has made N 

very fad. We did not ſee any body 
knew. | co 
Well, adieu, it is too late to write mot! 


Fri 
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Friday. 
4 Captain Mirvan is arrived. I have. not 
1 Wvirits to give an account of his introduc- 
Jon, for he has really ſhocked me. I do 
"Dot like him. He ſeems to be furly, vul- 
ar, and diſagreeable. 
Almoſt the fame moment that Maria was 
Preſented to him, he began ſome rude jeſts 
P pon the bad ſhape of her noſe, and called 
er a tall, ill-formed thing. She bore it 
ich the utmoſt good humour; but that 
Find and ſweet-tempered woman, Mrs. 
Wirvan, deſerved a better lot. I am amazed 
Wc would marry him. 
For my own part, I have been ſo ſhy, 
at I have hardly ſpoken to him, or he to 
e. I cannot imagine why the family was 
=D rtoiced at his return. Tf he had fpent 
s whole life abroad, I ſhould have ſup- 


or 

lor oled they might rather have been thankful 
(ern forrowful. However, tO they 'do 
d t think ſo ill of him as T do. At leaſt, I 


ſure they have too much prudence to 


Wake it known. 


pla 3 Saturday night, 

de We have been to the opera, and I am 
l more pleaſed than I was on Tueſday, 
could have thought myſelf in paradiſe, 
mot for the continual talking of the com- 
N around me. We fat in the pit, where 


Fl D 3 every 
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room, where ladies as well as gentlema 


54 EVELIN A: 


every body was dreſſed in ſo high a fly. 
that, if I had been leſs delighted with e 
performance, my eyes would have found 
me ſufficient entertainment from looking a 


the ladies. 


I was very glad I did not fit next ii 
Captain, for he could not bear the mult 
or fingers, and was extremely groſs in H 
obſervations on both. When the opera wall 
over, we went into a place called the coffee 


aſſemble. There are all ſorts of refrcli 
ments, and the company walk about, a 
chat with the ſame eaſe and freedom a 
a private room. 3 

On Monday we go to a ridotto, and off 
Wedneſday we return to Howard Groy 
The Captain ſays he won't ſtay here to 
ſmoked with filth any longer; but, hae 
been ſeven years ſmoked with à burning jul 
he will retire to the country, and fink 1 
a fair-weather chap. = 
| Adieu, my dear vii 
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Evelina in continuation. 


| Tueſday, April 12. 
My dear Sir, 
JE came home from the ridotto ſo 
4 late, or rather, ſo early, that it was 
Yet poſſible for me to write, Indeed we did 
Wot g, you will be frightened to hear it, — 
Ill paſt eleven o' clock: but nobody does. 
= terrible reverſe of the order of nature | 
e ſleep with the ſun, and wake with the 
oon. 

The room was very magnificient, the 
„ hts and decorations were brilliant, and 
e company gay and ſplendid. Bur J 
zould have told you, that I made many 
ections to being of the party, according 
dhe reſolution I had formed. However, 
laria laughed me out of my ſcruples, and 
once again!] went to an aſſembly. 
Mis Mirvan danced a minuet, but I had 
ot the courage to follow her example. In 

[ r walks I ſaw Lord Orville. He was quite 
Wone, but did not obſerve us. Yet, as he 
emed of no party, I thought it was not 
Wpoſſible that he might join us; and tho? I 
id not with much to dance at all, —yet, as I 
as more acquainted with him than with any 


T 1 | D 1 other. 
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other perſon in the room, I muſt own I cou 
not help thinking it would be infinitely mo 
deſirable to dance again with him, tha 1 
with an entire ftra To be ſure, ai 
all that had paſſed, it was very ridiculous 
ſuppoſe it even probable, that Lord nu 
would again honour me with his choice 'Y 1 
yet I am compelled to confeſs my abſurdiy Z 
by way of explaining what follows. 2 ; 
Miſs Mirvan was ſoon engaged; 20 
preſently after, a very faſhionable, ca 
— man, who ſeemed about go yen 
of age, addreſſed himſelf to me, and beg 
ged to have the honour of dancing "i 
me. Now Mariz's partner was a gentlemui 
of Mrs. Mirvan's acquaintance; ſhe ta 
told us it was highly improper for you 
women to dance with ſtran at al 
public aſſembly. Indeed it was * % 3 
means my wiſh ſo to do; yet I did not li 
to confine myſelf from dancing at all; ay 
ther did I dare refuſe this gentleman, 2 N | 
had done Mr. Lovel, and then, if any 23 
quaintance ſhould offer, accept him: f 
fo, all theſe reaſons combining, induced b 
to tell him yet I bluſh to write it to you 
that I was already engaged; by which Wl 
meant to keep myſelf at liberty to dance 
not, as matters ſhould fall out. 4 
1 ſuppoſe my conſciouſneſs betrayed 
artifice, for he looked at me as if incredif 


lou 
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os; and, inſtead of being ſatisfied with 
ul 


y anſwer, and leaving me, according to 
y expectation, he walked at my fide, and, 
ich the greateſt eaſe imaginable, began a 
onverſation, in the free ſtyle which only 
u elongs to old and intimate acquaintance. 
e ut, what was moſt provoking, he aſked 
"Rc a thouſand queſtions concerning the 
Drier to whom I was engaged. And, at 
ct, he ſaid, ** Is it really poſſible that a 
an whom you have honoured with your 
Neeptance, can fail to be at hand to profit 
om your goodneſs ?*? 
! felt extremely fooliſh, and begged Mrs. 
iwann to lead to a feat, which ſhe very 
pligingly did. The Captain fat next her, 
- nd, to my great ſurpriſe, this gentleman 
| Sought proper to follow, and ſeat himſelf 
ext to me. 
What an inſenſible !”” continued he, 
why, Madam, you are miſſing the moſt 
„ eelightful dance in the world! The man 
WDult be Either mad, or a fool—Which do 
ao incline to think him yourſelf ?” 
Neither, Sir,” anſwered I in ſome con- 
on. 
He begged my pardon for the freedom 
his ſuppoſition, ſaying, I really was 
WW my guard, from aſtoniſhment that any 
n can be ſo much and ſo unaccountably 
won enemy. But where, Madam, can 


1 


1 5 lie 


n U un Z 


he poſſibly be ?—has he left the room ?!=M 
or has not he been in it?“ N 

** Indeed, Sir,” ſaid I peeviſhly, 1 kno 
nothing of him.” 

** I don't wonder that you are diſconcen. 
ed, Madam, it is really very provoking if 

The beſt part of the evening will be abo 
lutely loſt. He deſerves not that you oui 
wait for him.” 

I do not, Sir,” ſaid I. and I beg 1 
not to 7 

Mortifying, indeed, Madam,  interrups 
ed he, a lady to wait for a genleman —9 
fie —careleſs fellow what can detain bia 
Will you give me leave to ſeek him?“ 

** If you pleaſe, Sir,“ anſwered I, qui 
terrified leſt Mrs. Mirvan ſhould attend 1 
him, for ſhe looked very much ſurpriſei 
ſeeing me enter into converſation with Wl 
ſtranger. 

With all my heart,” cried he; pr 
what coat has he on?“ | 

Indeed I never looked at it.” 2 

Out upon him!“ cried he; Wha 
did he addreſs you in a coat not worth lod 
ing g at? What a ſhabby wretch!“ 

- How ridiculous ! 1 ills could not he 
laughing, which, 1 fear, encouraged hit 
for he went on. 

** Charming creature! — and can 
really bear ill uſage with ſo much ſweernl 
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Can you, ike patience on a monument, {mile 
Ya the midſt of diſappointment ?—For my 
ort, though I am not the offended perſon, 

ny indiguation is ſo great, that I long to 
Wick the fellow round the room !—unleſs, 
no. Indeed, —(hefitating and looking earneſtly 
pt me,) unleſs, indeed—ir is a partner of 
ul our own creating?“ 

l was dreadfully abaſhed, and could not 
ro vake any anſwer. - 

= © But no!” cried he, (again, and with. 


op armth,) “it cannot be that you are ſo cru- 
—(= | Sottneſs itſelf is painted in your eyes :— 
hin ou could not, ſurely, have the barbarity 


$1 


Wyo wantonly to trifle with my miſery.” 
un 1 turned away from this nonſenſe, with 
deal diſguſt, Mrs. Mirvan ſaw my confu- 
fed on, but was perplexed what to think of it, 
ith nd 1 could not explain to her the cauſe, 
Welt the Captain ſhould hear me. I there- 
pn 8 ore propoted to walk, ſhe conſented, and 
3 all roſe; but, would you believe it? 
his man had the aſſurance to riſe too, and 
Walk cloſe by my ſide, as if of my party ! 
* Now,” cried he, I hope we ſhall ſee 
Wis ingrate. —Is that lie ?*—pointing to an 
pid man, who was lame, or that?“ And 
n this manner he aſked me of whoever was 
pld or ugly in the room. I made no fort 
ff anſwer; and when he found that I was 
eſolutely lent, and walked on, as much 
_ D 6 as 


Vha 
Jodi 


60 EVELIN A. 


as I could, without obſerving him, he ſud. 
denly ſtamped his foot, and cried out, ina 
paſſion, ** Fool! ideot ! booby !” 

I curned haſtily toward him: O Mz 
dam,” continued he, forgive my vete. 
mence, but I am diſtracted to think there 
ſhould exiſt a wretch who can light a ble Wer 
ſing for which I would forfeit my life - 
O!] that I could but meet him -I would 
loon——But I grow angry: pardon me, 
Madam, my paſſions are violent, and your 
injuries affect me“ | 

I began to apprehend he was a madman, 
and ſtared at him with the utmoſt aſtoniſh- 
ment. ** I ſee you are moved, Madam,” 
ſaid he, © generous creature I—but don't 
be alarmed. I am cool again, I am indeed, 
—upon my foul I am, I entreat you, moſt 
lovely of mortals! J entreat you to be caly.” 

Indeed, Sir,“ ſaid I very ſerioully, 
** I muſt inſiſt upon your leaving me; you 
are quite a ſtranger to me, and I am boil 
unuſed, and averſe to your language ante 
your manners.” 2 | 

This ſeemed to have ſome effect on him. e 

Hie madè me a low bow, begged my pat 
don, and vowed he would not for tit 
World offend me. ; 

Then, Sir, you muſt leave me,” cried 

IJ am gone, Madam, I am gone 


with a moſt tragical air; and he marched 
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ay, a quick pace, out of ſight in a mo- 
ent; but before I had time to congratu- 
Ire myſelf, he was again at my elbow. 
And could you really let me go, and not 
de ſorry? Can you ſee me ſuffer torments 
expreſſible, and yet retain all your favour 
Pr that miſcreant who flies you ?—Ungrate- 
| puppy Al could baſtinado him!“ 
* For Heaven's ſake, my dear,” cried 
rs. Mirvan, who is he talking of?“ 
* Indeed=—=I do not know, Madam,” 
id I, © but I wiſh he would leave me.” 
What's all that there ?“ cried the Cap- 
in. 
The man made a low bow, and ſaid, 


on't WF Only, Sir, a flight objection which this 
ced, ung lady makes to dancing with me, and 
nolt Which I am endeavouring to obviate. I ſhall 
fy. i myſelf greatly honoured, if you will 
uſly, ercede for me.“ 

you That lady, Sir,” ſaid the Captain cold- 
boil © is her own miſtreſs.” And he walked 
and lenly on. 8 


Jou, Madam,” ſaid the man, (who 
dked delighted, to Mrs. Mirvan,) ,** you, 
ope, will have the goodneſs to ſpeak for 


* Sir,” anſwered ſhe gravely, I have 
the pleaſure of being acquainted wirh 


1 hope when you haye, Ma'am,” cried 
he, 
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he, (undaunted) you will honour m 
with your approbation ; but, while I aff 
yet unknown to you, it would be truely oi 
nerous in you to countenance me; and, 
flatter myſelf, Madam, that you will u 
have cauſe to repent it.“ : 

Mrs. Mirvan, with an embarraſſed ar 
replied, ** I do not at all mean, Sir, to doul 
your being a gentleman,—but,—” 

„ But. what, Madam ?—that doubt 
moved, why a hut? 

Well, Sir,” ſaid Mrs: Mirvan, (wi 
a good-humoured ſmile,) I will even te 

ou with your own plainneſs, and try wt 
effect that will have on you: I muſt the 
fore tell you, once for all, =—” 

** Opardon me Madam !” interrupted! 
eagerly, ** you mult not proceed with th 
words, once for all; no, if I have beent 
plain, and though a an, deſerve a rebul 
remember, dear ladies, that if you 4 
you ought, in juſtice, to excuſe me.” 

We both ſtared at the man's ſtrange! 
haviour. | 

Be nobler than your ſex,” conti ne. 
he, turning to me, ** honour me with De 
dance, and give up the ingrate who Hach 
merited ſo ill your patience.” ks e. 

Mrs. Mirvan looked with aſtonihm d tr 
at us both. © Who does he ſpeak of, WF on 
dear ?—you never mentioned———" dug! 

lo 
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oO Madam !” exclaimed he, he was 
Wot worth mentioning—it is pity he was. 
er thought of; but let us forget his 
Wciſtence. One dance is all I ſolicit ; per- 
Wit me, Madam, the honour of this young 
Wdy's hand; it will be a favour I ſhall ever 
oſt gratefully acknowledge.” 
* Sir,” anſwered ſhe, © favours and 
rangers have with me no connection.” 
* If you have hitherto,” ſaid he, © con- 
ned your benevolence to your intimat 
tends, ſuffer me to be the firſt for whom 
dur charity. is enlarged.” 
* Well, Sir, I know not what to ſay to. 
du,. - but—“ 
He ſtopt her But with ſo many urgent 
treaties, that ſhe at laſt told me, I muſt 
her go down one dance, or avoid his 
portunities by returning home. I heſi- 
ted which alternative to chuſe; but this 
petuous man at length prevailed, and I 
as obliged to conſent to dance with him, 
And thus was my deviation from truth 
niſhed ; and thus did this man's deter- 
ned boldneſs conquer. 
During the dance, before we were too 
uch engaged in it for converſation, he 
extremely provoking about my partner, 
d tried every meaos in his power to make 
own that had deceived him; which, 
bugh I would not fo far humble myſelf 
WW 2 acknowledge, was, indeed, but too 
lous, | Lord 
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Lord Orville, I fancy, did not dance if 
all; he ſeemed to have a large acquam 
ance, and joined ſeveral different parti 
but you will ealily ſuppoſe I was not mu 
prone to fee him, in a few minutes aft 

was gore, walk towards the place I hy 
juſt left 
van ? 

How unlucky I thought myfelf, tha 
had not longer withſtood this ſtranzif 
importunities! The moment we had g 
down the dance, I was haſtening away trol 
him, but he ſtopt me, and ſaid that I cou 

by no means return to my party, with | 
giving offence, before we had done our Wil 

of walking up the dance, As I know 
thing at all of theſe rules and cuſtoms 
was bbliged to ſubmit to his directions; 0 
fancy I looked rather uneaſy, for he to 
notice of my inattention, ſaying, in! 
free way, © Whence that anxiety ?—W 
are thoſe lovely eyes perpetually averted 

** I wiſh you would ſay no more ton 
Sir,” (cried I peeviſhly) “ you have altes 
deſtroyed all my happineſs for this es 


„ and bow to, and join Mrs, M | 


ing. | 
Good Heaven! what is it I have doi 
—How have I merited this ſcorn ?” 
Lou have tormented me to death ; f 
have forced me from my friends, and! 
truded yourſelf upon me, againſt my 
for a partner | 
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S © Surely, my dear Madam, we ought 
be better friends, ſince there ſeems to be 
Wnething of ſympathy in the frankneſs of 
r diſpoſitions. —And yet, were you not 


"BS angel—how do you think I could brook , 


h contempt ?”” 8 

If have offended you,” cried I, you 
ee but to leave me—and O how I with 
f would!“ | 

My dear creature,” (ſaid he, half 
ging) why where could you be edu- 


* 
ed?“ 


: 


h 


| ** 
Ho conſcious you muſt be, all beau- 
| that you are, that thoſe charming airs 
e only to heighten the bloom of your 
nplexion l“ 
Tour freedom, Sir, where you are 
acquainted, may perhaps be leſs diſ- 
eeable ; but to 0 
Tou do me Juſtice,“ (cried he, inter- 
ting me) yes, I do indeed improve 
dn acquaintance z; you will hereafter be 
te charmed with me.” | 
Hereafter, Sir, I hope I ſhall never 
O huſh !—huſh !—haye you forgot 
lituation in which I found you ?—Have 
forgot, that when deſerted, I purſued 


hen betrayed, I adored you? - but 
me 
But 


Where 1 moſt ſincerely wiſh 1 now 
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_ ©* But for you, Sir, I might, perhaps 
have been happy.” 


2 
* 


— 


** What then, am I to: conclude th 
but for me, your partner would have wi 


peared? poor fellow !—and did my pr 
ſence. awe him?“ 

**I wiſh his preſence, Sir, could ax 
you ** 7 

His preſence l- perhaps then you k 
him?“ | 

Perhaps, Sir, I do" cried I, qui 
wearied of his raillery. 

** Where ?—where ?—for Heaven's ſil 
ſhew me the wretch !”? 

** Wretch, Sir?“ 

O, a very ſavage a ſneaking, ſhan 
faced, deſpicable puppy !” 

I know not what bewitched me- 
my pride was hurt, and my ſpirits wt 
tired, and in ſhort I had the folly, l 
ing at Lord Orville, to repeat, Deſp 
ble, you think ?? 

His eyes inſtantly followed mine; . 
is that the gentleman ?” 

I made no anſwer ; I could not afii 
and I would not deny ;—for I hoped 0 
relieved from his teizing, by his miſtake. 
The very moment we had done what 
ealled our duty, I eagerly deſired to fe 
to Mrs, Mirvan. | 
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Jo your partner I preſume, Madam?“ 
Wd he, very gravely. 

bis quite confounded me; I dreaded 
thiz miſchievous man, ignorant of his 
nk, ſhould addreſs himſelt to Lord Or- 
Wile, and ſay ſomething which might ex- 
ſe my artifice. Fool ! to involve myſelf 
ſuch difficulties! I now feared what I had 
ore wiſhed, and, therefore, to avoid Lord 
ville, I was e myſelf to propoſe go- 
g down another dance, though 1 was rea- 
to ſink with ſhame while I ſpoke. 

But your partner, Mum?“ (ſaid he, 
fecting a very ſolemn air) “perhaps he 
ay refent my detaining you: if you will 
ve me leave to aſk his conſent"? 

Not for the univerſe.“ 

Who is he, Madam?“ | 

I wiſhed myſelf a hundred miles off. He 
profes tits queſtion- What is his 
me?“ | 

"7 Nothing nobody I don't know.— 
He aſſumed a moſt important ſolemnity; 


dear Madam, to recommend this caution 
anger, — with one whoſe name you are 


acquainted with. who may be a mere ad- 
nturer.—a man of no character, —conſi- 


urſelt.“ 


Ad — . <2— ooo eo. er. Cree. re es. — 


How I—not know ?—Give me leave, 


you; Never dance in public with a 


© tO what impertinence you may expoſe 
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Was ever any thing fo Tidiculous ? 
could not help laughing, in ſpite of my x 
ation. 

At this anftant, Mrs. Mirvan, follon 
by Lord Orville, walked up to us. 
will eaſily believe it was not difficult 
me to recover my igravityz but what 
my conſternation, when this ftrange ny 
deſtined to be the fcourge of my ark 
exclaimed, © Hal my Lord Orville! 
—5 I did not know your Lordi 

hat can I fay for my ufurpation ?-. 
faith, my Lord, ſuch a prize was not th 
neglected.” | | 7 

My ſhame and confufion were unſpa 
able. Who could have d or i 
ſeen that this man knew Lord Orville! 3 
N is not more unjuſtifiable than: 

*. 

Lord Orville well ke might, lool 
all amazement. CO 

The philoſophic coldneſs of . 
Lordſhip,“ continued this odious cream 
every man is not endowed with, [i 
uſed my utmoſt endeavours to entertain 
lady, though I fear without ſuccek; 
your Lordthip will not be a littie flat 
ed. if acquainted with the difficulty wil 
attended my procuring the honour of d 
one dance.” Then, turning to me, “ 
was ſinking with ſhame, while Lord 


Y 


EV ELINA 6 


e ſtood motionleſs, and Mrs. Mirvan 
pniſhed,—he ſuddenly ſeized my hand, 
ing, © Think, my Lord, what muſt be 
reluftance to reſign this fair hand to 
ir Lordſhip 1”? 

n the fame inſtant, Lord Orville took 
him; I coloured violently, and made 
fort to recover it. You do me too 
h honour, Sir,“ cried he, (with an air 
mllantry, prefling it to his lips before he 
it go) however, I ſhall be happy to 
fit by it, if this lady,“ (turning to Mrs. 
wan) will permit me to ſeek for her 


q 


e 


Fo.compel him. thus to dance, I could 
endure, and eagerly called out, By 
means, — not for the world I—I muit 


Will you honour me, Madam, with 
r commands,” cried my tormentor ; 
ay 1 ſeek. the lady's party?“ 

No Sir,“ anſwered: I; turning from 


What ball be done, my dear?“ ſaid 
Mirvan. 
Nothing, Ma'am ; — any thing, I 


But do you dance, or not? you ſee 
ordſhip waits,” 


I could 


| hope not. beg that—T would not 
the world>—T am ſure 1 ought to to- 
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I could not ſpeak ; but that confid 
man, determined to diſcover whether 
not I had deceived him, ſaid to Lord( 
ville, who ſtood ſuſpended, © My La 
this affair, which, at preſent, ſeems pt 
plexed, I will briefly explain ;—this | 
propoſed to me another dance,—noth 
could have made me more happy a 
wiſhed for your Lordſhip's permiſi 
which, it now granted, will, I am g 
ſuaded, ſet every thing right.“ 

I glowed with indignation, © No, 8 
It is your abſence, and that alone, can 
every thing right.“ 

For Heaven's ſake, my dear,” (cm 
Mrs. Mirvan, who could no longer cont 
her ſurpriſe,) what does all this med 
—yere you pre-engaged ?—had Lord 
Ville—— 

No, Madam, cried I,—only—on) 
did not know that gentleman,—and is 
and ſo I thought intended—I—" 

Overpowered by all that had paſſe, 
had not ſtrength to make my mortify 
explanation my ſpirits quite failed e 
and ] burſt into tears. 

They all ſeemed ſhocked and amaze 

** What is the matter, my deareſt lo 
cried Mrs. Mirvan, with the kindeſt conC 

** What have I done?” exclaimed mt 
genius, and ranofficiouſly for a glaſs of vi 
However, a hint was ſufficient for I 
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ile, who comprehended all I would 
eexplained. He immediately led me to 
eat, and ſaid, in a low voice, Be not 
reſſed, I beſeech you; I ſhall ever think 

name honoured by your making uſe of 


his politeneſs relieved me. A general 
Imur had alarmed Miſs Mirvan, who 
7 inſtantly to me; while Lord Orville, 
moment Mrs, Mirvan had taken the 
ter, led my tormenter away, 
For Heaven's ſake, dear Madam,” 
d I, let me go home, —indeed, I can- 
ſtay here any longer.” 
Let us all go,” cried my kind Maria. 
But the Captain—what will he ſay— 
better go home in a chair.” 
is, Mirvan conſented, and I roſe to 
jart, Lord Orville and that man both 
e to me. The firſt, with an attention I 
| but ill merited from him, led me to a 
I, while the other followed, peſtering 
vith apologies, I wiſhed to have made 
1 Orville, but was too much 
umed, 
t was about one o'clock. Mrs. Mir- 
$ ſervants ſaw me home. 
nd now,—what again ſhall ever tempt 
0 an aſſembly? I dread to hear what 
wil think of me, my moſt dear and 
wred Sir: you will need your utmoſt 
| partiality, 
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partiality, to receive me without diſii 
ſure. | 4 
This morning Lord Orville has (WM 
enquire after our healths : and Sir Clem 4 
_ Willoughby, for that, I find, is the wif 
of my perſecutor, has called: but I i 
[1 not go down. ſtairs till he was gone, 
14 And now, my dear Sir, I can ſomei 
14 account for the ſtrange, provoking, andi 
14 diculous conduct of this Sir Clement i 
07 night; for Miſs Mirvan ſays, he is the 
i man with whom ſhe heard Lord O 


1 


converſing at Mrs. Stanley's, when I 
ſpoken of in ſo mortifying a manner. 
was pleaſed to ſay he was glad to h 
was a fool, and herefbes; Þ ſuppoſe, 
concluded he might talk as much nonk 
as he pleaſed to me: however, I amn 
1ndifferent as to his opinion ;—but 
Lord Orville,—if then he thought me 
ideot, now, I am ſure, he muſt ſuppoſe 
both bold and preſuming. Make u 
his name !|—what impertinence !—het 
never know how it happened, —he cant 
imagine it was from an exceſs of vanity: 
well, however, I ſhall leave this bad! 
to-morrow, and never again will I © 
Wil} it | 

. - The Captain intends to take us to- 
AWE to the Fantocini. I cannot bear that 
0 tain; I can give you no idea how grog 
we} 2 


4 
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I heartily rejoice that he was not pre- 
nt at the diſagreeable concluſion of yeſter- 
Way's adventure, for I am ſure he would 
Wave contributed to my confuſion ; which 
ight perhaps have diverted him, as he 
ol or never {miles but at ſome other 
rſon's expence. 
And here I conclude my London letters, 
and without any regret, for I am too in- 
perienced and ignorant to conduct my- 
ef with propriety in this town, where every 
ng is new to me, and many things are 
accountable and perplexing. 
Adieu, my dear Sir ; Heaven reſtore me 
ely to you! I wiſh I was to go imme- 
ately to Berry Hill; yet the with is un- 
ateful to Mrs. Mirvan, and therefore I 
U repreſs it. I ſhall write an account of 
Fantocini from Howard Grove. We 
ye not been to half the public places that 
now open, though I — ſay you will 
k we have been to all. But they are 


2 innumerable as the perſons who 
4 ; 
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LETTER XIV. 


N  Evelina in continuation - 
r Deen i 
0 Dise \Quork-Adn:g408, april; 11 
TOW. 5 will you be ſurpriſed, mi 

deareſt Sir, at receivin another . 
ter from London of your Eve ina's writing 
But, believe me, it was not my fad 
neither is it my happineſs, that I am fil 
here: our journey has been poſtponed h 
an accident bores unexpected and di 
agreeable, Ea 

We went laſt night to ſee the Fantocin 
where we had infinite entertainment fro 
che performance of a little comedy, 
Freneh and Italian, by puppets, ſo adi 
rably managed, that they both aſtonil 
and diverted us all, except the Capta 
who has a fixed and moſt prejudiced ha 
of whatever is not Engliſh. 
When it was over, while we waited! 
the coach, a tall elderly woman brull 
quickly paſt us, calling out, My 6d 
what ſhall I do?” 

Why what would you do?” cried! 
Captain. 

Ma foi, Monjieur,” anſwered ſhe, 

have loſt my company, and in this pls 
don't know nobo v. , 
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3 There was ſomething foreign in her ac- 
Went, though it was difficult to diſcover 
; hether ſhe was an Engliſh or a French 
: oman; She was very well dreſſed, and 
: emed ſo entirely at a loſs what to do, that 
„s. Mirvan propoſed to the Captain to 
' it her. £ 
F Aſſiſt her !” cried he, © -ay, with all 
tiny heart; — let a link-boy call her a 
faul dach.“ | 
i There was not one to be had, and it 
ed uned very faſt. 
d 08 © Dieu,“ exclaimed the anger, 
what ſhall become of me? Je ſuis au deſ- 
toc bir! 
t u Dear Sir,” cried Miſs Mirvan, © pray 
dy, eus take the poor lady into our coach. 
\ ade is quite alone, and a foreigner .“ 
ona She's never the better for that, ” anfwer- 
april he : © ſhe may be a woman of the town, 
1 baer any thing you Know.” 
be does not appear ſuch,” ſaid Mrs. 
ited WiWlirvan, © and indeed ſhe feems ſo much 
brull ſtreſſed, that we ſhall but follow the gol- 
yr ale, if we carry her to her lodgings.” 
*You are mighty fond of new acquaint- 
ried Mes“ returned he, but firſt let us know 
| ſhe be going our way.” 
ſhe, Upon enquiry, we found that ſhe lived 
5 pp Oxford Road, and, after ſome diſputing, 
e Captain, ſurlily, and with a very bad 
Th Ro grace, 
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e, conſented to admit her into hi 
coach; though he ſoon convinced us, tua 
he was determined ſhe ſhould not be twill 
much obliged to him, for he ſeemed a 
ſolutely bent upon quarrelling with her 
for which ſtrange inhoſpitality, I can aſig 
no other reaſon, than that ſhe appeared ui 
be a foreigner. | | 
The converſation began, by her telly 
us, that ſhe had been in England only wif 
days; that the gentlemen belonging to hl 
were Pariſians, and had left her, to ſee i 
a hackney-coach, as her own carriage vl 
abroad; and that ſhe had waited for the 
till ſhe was quite frightened, and conclut 
that they had loſt themſelves. I 
And pray,” ſaid the Captain, ui 
did you go to a public place without 
Engliſhman 2 ol 
Ma foi, Sir,“ anſwered ſhe, © becai 
none of my acquaintance is in town.” 
Why then,” ſaid he, I'll tell y 
what; your beſt way is to go out d 
yourſelf.” 
* Pardi, Monſieur, returned ſhe, 1 
ſo I ſhall ; for, I promiſe you, I think Wn 
Engliſh a parcel of brutes ; and I'. 
back to France as faſt as I can, for I wo 
not live among none of you.” | 
** Who wants you?” cried the Captw 
do you ſuppoſe, Madam French, we! 
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ot enough of other nations to pick our 
Wockets already? I'll warrant you, there's 
need for you for to put in your oar.” 
Pick your pockets, Sir! I wiſh nobody 
nanted to pick your pockets no more than 
do; and I'll promiſe you, you'd be fate 
ough. But there's no nation under the 
In can beat the Engliſh for ill-politeneſs; 
r my part, I hate the very ſight of them, 
nd ſo 1 ſhall only juſt viſit a perſon of 
ality or two, of my particular acquaint- 
ce, and then I ſhall go back again to 
WE rance.” 

Ay, do;” cried he, © and then go 
WD the devil together, for that's the fitteſt 
Woyage for the French and the quality.“ 

* We'll take care, however,” cried the 
anger, with great vehemence, not to 
Amit none of your vulgar, unmannered 
gliſh among us.“ 

*O never fear,” (returned he coolly) 
we ſhan't diſpute the. point with you ; 
bu and the quality may have the devil all 
d yourſelves.” | 
Deſirous of changing the ſubje& of a 
nverſation which now became very alarm- 
g Miſs Mirvan called out, Lord, how 
ds the man drives!“ 

Never mind, Moll,” ſaid her father, 
Ill warrant you he'll drive faſt enough to- 
3 morrow, 
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morrow, when you're going to Howalff 
Grove.” if | 

** To Howard Grove!“ exclaimed tif 
ſtranger ; © why mon Dieu, do you kno 
pO ON RTHORTI 
Why, what if we do?“ anſwered h 
that's nothing to you; ſhe's none of u 
quality, Pl] promiſe you.“? 
Who told you that,” cried ſhe, *© yall 
don't know nothing about the matter; V 
ſides, you're the ill-bredeſt perſon ever IM 
fee ; and as to your knowing Lady Hori 
ard, I don't believe no ſuch a thing; wil 
leſs, indeed, you are her ſteward.” 
- The. Captain, ſwearing terribly, Ga 
with great fury, you would much ſoon 
be taken for her waſh- woman.“ 
Her waſh- woman, indeed !—Hya, | 
hal—why. you. han't no eyes; did youent 
ſee a waſh-woman in ſuch a gown as thi 
beſides, /m no ſuch mean . perſon, it 
I'm as good as Lady Howard, . and as. ii 
too; and beſides, I'm now come to E 
land to viſit her.” 
Fou may ſpare yourſelf that th 
trouble,” ſaid the Captain, ** ſhe has pi 
pers enough about ther already,” 

** Paupers, Mr. !—-no more a pauſt 
than yourſelf, nor ſo much neither ;—V| 
you are a low, dirty fellow, and I ſha 


ſtoop to take no more notice of you.” 
| ve D. 
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“ Dirty.fellow !” (exclaimed the Captain, 
izing va; her wriſts) ** hark you, Mrs. 
you'd beſt hold your tongue, for I 

* uſt make bold to tell you, if you don't, 
What I ſhall make no ceremony of tripping 
ou out of the window ; and there you may 
Je in the mud till. ſome of your Maonſeers 
Wome to help you out of it. - 
Their encreaſing paſſion quite terrified 
Ws; and Mrs. Mirvan was beginning to 
Wcmonſtrate with the Captain, when we 
ere all ſilenced by what follows. 

Let me go, Than that you are, let me 
or Plly promiſe. you Pl get you put to 
Prison for this uſage ; I'm no common — 
a, I aſſure you, and, ma foi, Ill go to 
luſtice Fielding about you; for I'm a per- 
on of faſhion, and [11 make you know it, 
my name in't Duval. ? 
I beard. no more: amazed, frightened, 
nd. unſpeakably ſhocked, an involuntary 
xclamation..of Gracious Heaven! eſcaped 
e, and, more dead than alive, I ſunk into 
rs. Mirvan's arms. But let me draw a 
eil over a ſcene too cruel for a heart ſo 
ompaſſionately tender as yours; it is ſut- 
peient that you know this ſuppoſed fo- 
eigner proved to be Madame Duval, —the 
grandmother of your Evelina! 

O, Sir, to diſcover ſo near a relation in a 
PAY who had thus introduced herſelf! — 
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what would become of me, were it not i 


you, my protector, my friend, and my vii 


rue | 1 
ly extreme concern, and Mrs. Mirva\ 

ſurpriſe, immediately betrayed me. B 
I will not ſhock you with the manner of e 
acknowledging me, or the bitterncſs, ti, 
groſsneſs—l cannot otherwiſe expreſs myſei 
with which ſhe- ſpoke of thoſe unhapyifi 


paſt tranſactions you have ſo patheticalh 
related to me. All the miſery of a much 
injured parent, dear, though never { 
regretted, though never known, crowded 
forcibly upon my memory, that they re! 
dered this interview—one only exceptec 
the moſt afflicting I can ever know. 

When we ſtopt at her lodgings, ſhed 
fired me to accompany her into the houl 
and ſaid ſhe could eaſily procure a room 
me to ſleep in. Alarmed and trembling, 
turned to Mrs. Mirvan. My daughtt 
Madam,“ ſaid that ſweet woman, ** canndl 
ſo abruptly part with her young friend 

ou muſt allow a little time to wean the 

rom each other.” =] 

* Pardon me, Ma'am,” anſwered M 


dame Duval, (who, from the time of It 


being known, ſomewhat foftened her mal 
ks, + Miſs can't poſſibly be ſo nearly co 
nected to this child as I am.” 


No matter for that,” cried the Ci 
tan 
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Win, (who eſpouſed my cauſe to ſatisfy his 
In pique, though an awkward apology 
dd paſſed between them) ** ſhe was ſent to 
and fo, d'ye ſee, we don't chuſe for to 
Wert with her.” 5 
"= 1 promiſed to wait upon her at what time 
We pleaſed the next day, and, after a ſhort 
bate, ſhe deſired me to breakfaſt with her, 
ape d we proceeded to Queen-Ann-ſtreet. 
What an unfortunate adventure ! I could 
dt cloſe my eyes the whole night. A thou- 
Ind times I wiſhed I had never left Berry 
Iill; however, my return thither ſhall be 
celerated to the utmoſt of my power ; 
dd, once more in that abode of tranquil 
wppineſs, I will ſuffer no temptation to al- 
me elſewhere. 
Mrs. Mirvan was fo kind as to accom- 
y me to Madame Duval's houſe this 
orning. The Captain too, offered his 
rvice, which I deglined, from a fear ſhe 
ould ſuppoſe I meant to inſult her. 
She frowned moſt terribly upon Mrs. 
van, but ſhe received me with as much 
nderneſs as I believe ſhe is capable of 
ling. Indeed, our meeting ſeems really 
have affected her; for when, overcome 
che variety of emotions which the ſight 
her occaſioned; E almoſt fainted in her 
ms, ſhe burſt into tears, and ſaid, Let 
e not loſe my poor daughter a fecond 
ERS E 5 time!“ 
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time?!” This unexpected humanity ſofter 
me extremely; but ſhe very. ſoon excitz 
my warmeſt indignation, by the ungratefi 
mention ſhe made of the beſt of men, nl 
dear, and moſt generous benefactor. Ho 
ever, grief and anger mutually gave way 
terror, upon her avowing the intention q 
her viſiting. England was to make me »if 
turn with her to France. This, ſhe {ad 
was a plan ſhe had formed from the inſtaſ 
ſhe had heard of my birth, which, ſhe pulif 
teſted, did not reach her ears till I muſt hat 
been twelve years of age; but Monſaj 
Duval, who, ſhe: declared, was the wolf 
huſband in the world, would not pen 
her to do any thing ſne wiſhed : be h 
been dead but three months, which! 
been employed in arranging certain affan 
that were no ſooner ſettled, than ſhe ſet 
. for England. She was already out 


15 mourning, for ſhe ſaid nobody here col 
1 tell how long ſhe had been a widow. 
1 She muſt have been married very en 
Wl} » in life; what her age is, I do not knit 
| | but ſhe really looks to be leſs than | 
Wl | 1 


She dreſſes very gaily, paints very high, A 
the traces of former beauty are ſtill 
viſible in her face. | 
I know not when, or. how, this 
would have ended, had not the Capti 


called for Mrs, Mirvan, and abſolutef 
f in 


td upon my attending her. He is be- 
Wome, very ſuddenly, ſo warmly my friend, 
at I quite dread his officiouſneſs. Mrs, 
li-van, however, whole principal ſtudy 
ems to be healing thoſe wounds which her 
Noſband inflits, appealed Madame Du- 
Wal's wrath, by a very polite invitation to 
Wrink tea and ſpend the evening here. Not 
ichout great difficulty was the Captain 
evailed upon to defer his journey ſome 
ne longer; but what could be done? it 
WS ould have been indecent for me to have 
itted town the very inſtant I diſcovered 
ait Madame Duval was in it; and to have 
oed here ſolely under her protection 
he lu I (rs. Mirvan, thank Heaven, was too kind 
ch Hr ſuch a thought. That ſhe ſhould fol- 
affuß us to Howard Grove, I almoſt equally 
> ſet M eaded; it is, therefore, determined that 
out e remain in London for ſome days, or a 
e co eck: though the Captain has declared that 
„ le u French hag, as he is pleaſed to call 
ry ear T, mall fare never the better for it. 
t Ku My only hope, is to get ſafe to Berry 
an fill; where, counſelled and ſheltered by 
ioh, a, | ſhall have nothing more to fear. 
til lieu, my ever dear and moſt: honoured 
1 ſhall have no happineſs till I am 
his an with you! (54h 4 
Capt 
utely. 
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L K T T En XV. 
M.. Villars to Evelina. 


N the belief and hope that my Evelu 
would ere now have bid adieu to L 
don, I had intended to have deferred will, 


Grove; but the letter I have this momai 
received, with intelligence of Madan 
Duval's arrival in England, demands: 
immediate anſwer. f 
Her journey hither equally grieves af 
alarms me: how much did I pity my chil 
when I read of a diſcovery at once ſou . 
expected and unwiſhed ! I have long dei 
ed this meeting and its canſequence; if 
claim you, ſeems naturally to follow ail 
knowledging you: I am well acquaint 
with her diſpoſition, and have for mu re 
years foreſeen the conteſt which now thred 
ENS Us, | | 
Cruel as are the circumſtances of f 
affair, you muſt not, my love, ſuffer i 
depreſs your ſpirits ; remember, that wi 
life is lent me, I will devote it to your the 
vice; and, for future time, I will ms 
ſuch proviſion as ſhall ſeem to me m 
conducive to your future happineſs, 


CU 
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Mrre of my protection, and relying on my 
BE nderneſs, let no apprehenſions of Madame 
oval diſturb your peace; conduct your- 
if towards her with all the reſpe& and 
ference due to ſo near a relation, remem- 
ring always, that the failure of duty on 
er part, can by no means juſtify any neg- 
W- on yours: indeed, the more forcibly 
iu are ſtruck with improprieties and miſ- 
nduct in another, the greater ſhould be 
or obſervance and diligence to avoid even 
e ſhadow of ſimilar errors. Be careful, 
erefore, that no remiſſneſs of attention, 
W indifference of obliging, make known 
her the independance I aſſure you of; 
hit when ſhe fixes the time for her leaving 
E gland, truſt to me the taſk of refuſin 
rr attending her: difagreeable to myſelf 
Wown it will be, yet to you, it would be 
proper, if not impoſſible. 
nt In regard to her opinion of me, I am 
re ſorry than ſurpriſed at her determined 
indneſs; the palliation which ſhe feels the 
nt of, for her own conduct, leads her to 
K for failings in all who were concerned 
thoſe unhappy tranſactions which ſhe has 
much reaſon to lament, And this, as it 
the cauſe, ſo we muſt, in ſome meaſure, 
nlider it as the excuſe of her inve- 
acy, 
How grateful to me are your wiſhes to 
return 
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return to Berry Hill! your lengtfiened i 
in London, and the: diſſipation in which 
find you are involved, fill me with une 
neſs: I mean not however that I vou 
have. you ſequeſter; yourſelf from the pu 
to which you belong, ſince Mrs. Mirn 
might thence infert a reproof which yo 
youth and her k indneſs would render ine 
cuſable. I will not, therefore, enlarge u 
on this ſubject, but content myſ if 
telling you, that ſhall heartily rejoice wit 
T hear of your ſafe arriviat at Howard Gron 
for which place I hope you will be preps 
ing at the time you receive this letter. 
I cannot too much thank you, my b 
.Eveglina, for the minuteneſs af your c 
munications; continue to me this. 1000 
gence, for I ſhould be miſerable if in in 
range of your. proceedings. 
How new to you is the ſcene of life 
which you are now,engaged,——balls—pla 
-—operas—Tridattos—Ah, my child! at ja 
return hither, haw wilt you bear the chang 
My heart trembles for your future va 
quillity.— Let I will hope every thing fee 
the unſullied whiteneſs of your ſoul, and 
native livelineſs of your diſpoſition, 
I am ſure I need not ſay, how much 
I. was pleaſed with the miſtakes of your! 
experience at the private ball, than 
the attempted adoption of more faſhion 
22 mani 
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asers at the ridotto. But your confuſion 
d mortifications were ſuch as to entirely 
ence all reproofs on my part. 

Þ hope you will ſee no more of Sir Cle- 
nt Willoughby, whoſe converſation, and 
Idneſs are extremely diſguſtful to me. 1 
s gratified by. the -nature of Lord 
rville, upon your making uſe of his name, 
It hope you. will mee put it to 
ch a trial. 

Heaven bleſs. thee, my dear child, and 
ant that neither misfortune not vice may 
er rob thee of that gaiety of heart which, 

ulting from innocence, while it conſti- 
es your own, contributes alſo to the feli- 
of all wh know hs oh . 

EE ARTHUR Viuu ans, 


7 E T T: E R Xvi. 
Feels to the Rev. Mr. * Ilg, 


ducen-Ann-ftreet, Thurſday morning, Abril 14 


Prokk, our dinner was over yeſter- 
0 day, Madame Duval came to tea: 
ugh it will leſſen your ſurpriſe, to hear 
it was near five o'clock; for we neyer 
till the day is almoſt over. She was 
ed into another room, while the table was 

| _ 


* 


opportunity offered of uttering ſome ſarei 


7 
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cleared, and then was invited to partake! 
the deſert. | | 
She was attended by a French gentlema 
whom ſhe introduced by the name of Mull 
ſieur Du Bois: Mrs. Mirvan received th 
both with her uſual politeneſs ; but ü 
Captain looked very much diſpleaſed, a 
after a ſhort ſilence, very ſternly ſaid 
Madame Duval, Pray who aſked you! 
bring that there ſpark with you.” 
O,“ cried ſhe, © I never go no- vieh 
without him.“ 
Another ſhort ſilence enſued, which m 
terminated by the Captain's turning rough) 
to the foreigner, and faying, © Do yt 
know, Monſeer, that you're the firſt Frend 
man I exer let come into my houſe ?” 
Monſieur Du Bois made a profound b. 
He ſpeaks fe Engliſn, and underſtands 
ſo imperfe&ty, that he might, poſſib 
imagine he had received a compliment. 
rs. Mirvan endeavoured to divert t! 
Captain's ill-humour, by ſtarting new {ul 
jects z but he left to her all the trouble iF* ] 
ſupporting them, and leant back in 
chair in gloomy filence, except when # 


8 _ * 1 n 1 8 FS 2 2 is 


upon the French. Finding her efforts 
render the evening agreeable were fruit 
Mrs. Mirvan propoſed a party to R 
lagh. Madame Duval joyfully conſen e h. 


it, and the Captain, though he railed 
inſt the diſſipation of the women, did not 
oſe it, and therefore Maria and I ran 
Ss ſtairs to dreſs ourſelves. 

ncfore we were ready, word was brought 
that Sir Clement Willoughby was in 
drawing-room. He introduced himſelf 
der the pretence of enquiring after all 
r healths, and entered the room with the 
y air of an old acquaintance; though 
rs. Mirvan confeſſes that he ſeemed em- 
raſſed, when he found how coldly he 
— not only by the Captain, but 
herſelf. | 


pughts of ſeeing this man again, and did 
go down ſtairs till I was called to tea, 
was then deeply eng in a diſcourſe 
dn French manners with Madame Duval 
| the Captain, and the ſubject ſeemed ſo 
rely to engroſs him, that he did not, at 
obſerve my entrance into the room. 
converſation was ſupported with 
vehemence; the Captain roughly 
ntaining the ſuperiority of the Engliſh 
very 1 and Madame Duval 
ly refuſing to allow of it in any; while 
Clement exerted all his powers of argu- 
iter and of ridicule to ſecond and ſtrength- 
Matever was advanced by the Captain: 
be had the ſagacity to diſcover, that he 
could 
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vas extremely diſconcerted a. the 
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could take no method fo effectual for ni 
ing the maſter of the houſe his friend 
to make Madame Duval his enemy: af 
indeed, in a very ſhort time, he had rei 
to congratulate himſelf upon his ſuccekill 
diſern men. 
As ſoon as he ſaw me, he made a 
reſpectful bow, and hoped I had not (| 
fered from the fatigue- of the ridotto:ff 
made no other anſwer than a ſlight incl 
tion of the head, for I was very m 
aſhamed of that whole affair, He ther 
turned to the diſputants, where he mang 
the argument ſo ſkillfully, at once pron 
ing Madame Duval, and delighting 
Captain, that I could not forbear admin 
his addreſs, though I condemned his 
tlety. Mrs. Mirvan, dreading ſuch vid 
an iſts, attempted frequently to cha 
the ſubject; and ſhe might have fucceel 
but for the interpoſition of Sir Clem 
who would not ſuffer it to be given up 
ſupported it with ſuch humour and {a 
that he ſeems to have won the Capt 
heart; though their united forces ſo enr 
and overpowered Madame Duval, tht 
really. trembled with paſſion. | 
I was very glad when Mrs. Mirva! 
it was time to be gone. Sir Clement: 
to take leave; but the Captain ver“ 
dially invited him to join our party: Me 
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ngagement, he ſaid, but would give it 
to have that pleaſure. __ 


manner of ſetting off: Mrs. Mirvan 
eed Madame Duval a place in her coach, 
W propoſed that we four {mares ſhould 
ll together: however, this ſhe rejected, 
laring ſne would by no means $9 ſo far 
Whout a Lr and wondering ſo 
ite a lady | 
poſal. Sir Clement Willoughby ad 
chariot. was waiting at the door, an 
ved to know. if it could be of any 
It was, at laſt, decided, that, a hack- 
coach ſhould be called for Monſieur 
Bois and Madame Duval, in which the 
tain, and, at his requeſt, Sir Clement, 
dt. alſo; Mrs. and Miſs Mirvan and I 
a peaceful and comfortable ride by our, 


Oo OY SONS. JOY ˙ . PRE 2s 
doubt not. but they. quarrelled all 
way; for when we met at_Ranclagh, 
one ſeemed out of humour: and, 
pgh. we joined parties, poor Madame 
al was avoided as. much as poſſible by 
DUt me. E | 
The room was ſo very much crowded, 
but for the uncommon aſſiduity of Sis 
ent Willoughby, we ſhould not have 
able to procure a box (which is the 
name 


bome little confuſion enſued in regard to 


could make / Engliſh a 


5 
| 
} 
* 
* 
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name given to the arched receſſes that 
appropriated for tea-parties) till half WWF ; 


company had retired, As we were tak 
ere of our places, ſome ladies of M 

irvan's acquaintance ſtopped to ſpeak I 
her, and perſuaded her to take @ roundy 
them. When ſhe returned to us, w 
was my ſurpriſe, to ſee that Lord Ori 
had joined her party! The ladies walk 
on; Mrs. Mirvan ſeated herſelf, and m 
a ſlight, though reſpectful, invitation 
Lord Orville to drink his tea with 
which, to my no ſmall conſternation, 
cones, 

I felt a confuſion unſpeakable at & 
ſeeing him, from the recollection of t 
dotto adventure: nor did my ſituation 
ſen it, for I was ſeated between Mad: 
Duval and Sir Clement, who ſeemel 
little as myſelf to defire Lord Orville's| 
ſence, Indeed, the continual wrangling 
ill-breeding of Captain Mirvan and 
dame Duval, made me bluſh that I bel 
ed to them. And poor Mrs. Mirvan 
her amiable daughter had ſtill leſs rea 
be ſatisfied. | | 

A general filence enſued after he 
ſeated : his appearance, from different! 
tives, gave a univerſal reſtraint to 


body. What his own reaſons were fot 
| nou! 
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ring us with his company, I cannot 
ine, unleſs, indeed, he had a curioſity 
ow whether I ſhould invent any new 
dertinence concerning him. 

he firſt ſpeech was made by Madame 
val, who ſaid, It's * a ſhocking 
g to ſee ladies come to ſo genteel a place 


us vulgar look: I can't think what they 
xr them for. There's no ſuch a thing 
de ſeen in Paris.“ 

Indeed, cried Sir Clement, © I muſt 
myſelf no advocate for hats; I am 
the ladies ever invented or adopted ſo 
talizing a faſhion ; for, where there is 
uty, they only ſerve to ſhade it, and where 
e is none, to excite a moſt unavailing 
joſity. I fancy they were originally worn 
ſome young and whimſical coquet.” 
More likely,” anſwered the Captain, 
ey were invented by ſome wrinkled old 
, Who'd\a mind for to keep the youn 
ns in chace, let them be never ſo 


[ don't know what you may do in 


in Paris no woman need n't be at 
buble as that, to be taken very genteel 


ce of.“ 

Why, will you pretend for to ſay,“ re- 

ed the Captain, ** that they don't diſ- 
| tinguiſh 


Ranelagh with hats on; it has a mon- 


land,” cried Madame Duval, but 1 
ſuch 


ment, that; for our own'ſakes, we 


700 Engliſh, to go to talking of ſuch th 


prayer as that? demanded the Cap 


vou ſpeak ; but I ſuppoſe you're not m 
uſed to that ſort of Doc Did you 
make a prayer before, ſince vou vt 
ſhiveler? | 
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4 age the Key from the young there 
| as here? 0 

a 1 al don't akt ko diſtinguiſh | 
0 aid e; * they're Arni too] 

"4 Miſot fools they py ere the Cip 


aekringly. b 
i Wool ty Heaven, cried Sir ( 


liſhmen too wete bleft with ſo accom 
dating a blindneſs!“ 
Why the devil do you make fud 


> fo 
| I; 


them are the firſt fooliſh words I've kt 


Ay, now,“ cried. Madame Di 
© that's another of the unpoliteneſls 5 N 


as that” now in Paris, nobody never Wk? 
nothing about religion, no more than Wo th 


Why then,” anſwered he, © 1192 
| 'they take no more care of their ſouls be- 


l 


politics.“ odd 
As 


duet 
ut it. 
tur. 


of their country, and ſo both one and 
ther go to old Nick.“ 
* Well, if they do,” ſaid ſhe, * 
the worſe, ſo long as they don't ſay * 
Nu it? it's the tireſomeſt thing ! i 
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18"to be always talking of them ſort of 
ps, and nobody that's ever been abroad 
bbles their heads about them.“ 
Pray then,” cried the Captain, me ſince 
know ſo much of the matter, be ſo good 
o tell us what they do trouble their heads 
but ?—hay, Sir Clement! han t e a 
hr to know that much??? 
A very comprehenſive queſtion,” ſaid 
Clment: and I expect much Inftruc- 
from the lady's anſwer.” 3 
: Come, Madam,” continued the Cap- 
* never flinch ; ipeak at onee z don't 
' forchinking,” 
Laſſure you I am not going,” anſwered 
„for as to what they "ao. do, why 
Pe enough to do, I promiſe 1 you, what 
one thing or another. A 
But what, what do they do, theſe fa- 
ts Monſeers d' demanded the Captain 
t yon tell us? do they game 705 
Moy! fiddle or ot re they jockies? — 
lo they ſpend all th ine in c. 
od women 2“ 45 
As to — Fir — adeed! | ſhan't 
wie tnyfelf to awer 0h a abel of 
"queſtions, 0 don't afk ine ho more 
nit.“ And then, to my great vera 
e "tyrning to Lord Orville, ſhe with 
"ay, Sir, was you ever in Paris ?““ 
nl ly bowed; * . 
« And 
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And pray, Sir, how did you like i 

This comprebenſtve queſtion, as Sir (8 
ment would have called it, though it m 
him ſmile, alſo made him heſitate ; hc 
ever, his anſwer was expreſſive of his af 
probation. 5 

** I thought you would like it, Sir, if 
cauſe you look ſo like a gentleman. A 
the Captain, and as to that other gent 
man, why they may very well not like wi 
they don't know: for I ſuppoſe, Sit, 
was never abroad ?” 


h 

* Only three years, Ma' am,“ anſyrn ry 
Sir Clement, drily. bo 
Well, that's very ſurpriſing ! I hon; 


never have thought it: however, I dare 
you only kept company with the Englil 
Why pray, who ſhould he keep cu 

any with?“ cried the Captain: wha. - 
— you'd have him aſhamed of his 
nation, like ſome other people not a tiv 
ſand miles off, on purpoſe to make his6 
nation aſhamed of him?“ 


I'm ſure it wou'd be a very good ti 
if you'd go abroad yourſelf.” iS. 
** How will you make out that, Me t. 
Madam ? come, pleaſe to tell me, wi 1 
wou'd be the good of that ?” Nowe 
** Where! why a great deal. The ba! 


make quite another perſon of you.“ 
What, I ſuppoſe you'd have me l 


JJ 


cut capers ?—and dreſs like a monkey? 
and palaver in French gibberiſh ?—hay, 
puld you ?—And powder, and daub, and 
ke myſelf up, like ſome other folks?“ 
* I would have you learn to be- more 
liter, Sir, and not to talk to ladies in 
ha rude, old-faſhion way as this. You, 
7, as have been in Paris” (again addreſſ- 
WE hcrſelf to Lord Orville)“ can tell this 
oliſh gentleman how he'd be deſpiſed, if 
was to talk in ſuch an ungenteel manner 
this, before any foreigners. Why there 
n't a hair-dreſſer, nor a ſhoe-maker, nor 
body, that would n't bluſh to be in your 
mpany.“ | 
* Why look ye, Madam,” anſwered the 
ptain, as to your hair-pinchers and 
de- blacks, you may puff off their man- 
rs, and welcome; and I am heartily glad 
u like 'em ſo well; but as to me, ſince 
u muſt needs make ſo free of your advice, 
uſt &en tell you, I never kept company 
th any ſuch gentry.“ . 
Come, ladies and gentlemen,” ſaid 
s. Mirvan, as many of you as have 
ne tea, I invite to walk with me.” Maria 
LI] ſtarted up inſtantly ; Lord Orville 
Blowed ; and 1 queſtion whether we were 
balf round the room ere the angry dil- 
tants knew that we had left the box. 
ms the huſband of Mrs, Mirvan had 
Vor. I. F borne 
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borne ſo large a ſhare in this diſagreeable 
tercation, Lord Orville forbore to mau 
any comments upon it; ſo that the ſubjei 
was immediately dropt, and the convet . 
tion became calmly ſociable, and polo 
chearful, and, to every body but me, mul 
have been highly agreeable :—bur, as . 
myſelf, I was ſo eagerly deſirous of makiv 
ſame apology to Lord Orville for the in 
pertinence of which he muſt have thou 
me guilty at the ridotto, and yet fo uttenſ 
unable to aſſume ſufficient courage to ſpeii 

to him concerning an affair in which I 

ſo terribly expoſed myſelf, that I hard 
ventured to ſay a word all the time we wel 
walking. Beſides, the knowledge of lM 
contemptuous opinion, haunted and dill 


rited me, and made me fear he might pd 


d 


ſibly miſconſtrue whatever I ſhould lay, 8 N 


that, far from enjoy ing a converſation viꝗ 
might, at any other time, have deligh WW 


me, I continued ſilent, uncomfortable, al 
aſhamed. O Sir, ſhall I ever again involif 
myſelf in fo fooliſh an embarraſſment! 

am ſure that if I do, I ſhall deſerve j 
greater mortification, 

We were not joined by the reſt of ti 
party till we had taken three or four tun 
round the room, and then, they were | 
quarrelſome, that Mrs, Mirvan complain 
of being fatigued, and propoſed pot 

i! 


ome. No one diſſented. Lord Orville 
ined another party, having firſt made an 
cer of his ſervices, which the gentlemen 
eclined, and we proceeded to an outward 
oom, where we waited for the carriages, 
t was ſettled that we ſhould return to town 
the ſame manner we came to Ranelagh, 
ad, accordingly, Monſieur Du Bois hand- 
Madame Duval into a hackney-coach, 
ad was juſt preparing to follow her, when 
ee ſcreamed, and jumpt haſtily out, de- 
Waring ſhe was wet through all her clothes. 
Wndeed, upon examination, the coach was 
Wound to be in a diſmal condition; for the 
eather proved very bad, and the rain had, 
ough I know not how, made its way into 
e carriage. 
Mrs. and Miſs Mirvan, and myſelf, were 
ready diſpoſed of as before; but no ſooner 
ee the Captain hear this account, than, 
ithout any ceremony, he was ſo civil as to 
mediately take poſſeſſion of the vacant 
vt in his own coach, leaving Madame Du- 
© i! and Monſieur Du Bois to take care of 
© Wcmſelves. As to Sir Clement Willough- 
„ his own chariot was in waiting. 
f inſtantly begged permiſſion to offer 
tur ladame Duval my own place, and made a 
ere |; tion to get out; but Mrs. Mirvan ſtop- 
1211 Wd me, laying that I ſhould then be ob- 
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liged to return to town with only the f. 
reigner, or Sir Clement. 3 


% O never mind the old Beldame,” cri 
the Captain, ** ſhe's weather-proof, I' 
ſwer for her; and beſides as we are all, 


hope, Eugliſb, why ſhe'll meet with no work 
than ſhe expects from us.” 4 
I do not mean to defend her,“ (ai 
Mrs. Mirvan ; but indeed, as ſhe belong 
to our party, we cannot, with any decenc;,iſ 
leave the place, till ſhe is, by ſome means iſ 
accommodated,” 
Lord, my dear,” cried the Captain, 
whom the diſtreſs of Madame Duval ba 
put into very good humour, why ſhell 
break her heart, if ſhe meets with any cit. 
lity from a filthy Engliſhman.” 
Mrs. Mirvan, however, prevailed, and 
we all got out of the coach, to wait til 
Madame Duval could meet with ſome be- 
ter carriage. We found her, attended by 


Monſieur Du Bois, ſtanding amongſt ti: 


ſervants, and very buſy in wiping her nes 
ligee, and endeavouring to fave it fron 
being ſtained by the wet, as ſhe ſaid it wi 
a new Lyons ſilk. Sir Clement Willoug- 
by offered her the uſe of his chariot, bu 
ſhe had been too much piqued by his ral 
lery to accept it. We waited ſome time, 
but in vain, for no hackney- coach could be 
procured, © The Captain, at laſt, was pr 

{nat 
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aded to accompany Sir Clement himſelf, 
ad we four females were handed into Mrs, 
lirvan's carriage, though not before Ma- 
ame Duval had inſiſted upon our making 
om for Monſieur Du Bois, to which the 
WT aptain only conſented in preference to 
ing incommoded by him in Sir Clements 
bariot. 

= Our party drove off firſt, We were ſi- 
Ynt and unſociable; for the difficulties at- 
nding this arrangement had made every 
e languid and fatigued, Unſociable, I 
Wuſt own, we continued; but very ſhorr 
Was the duration of our ſilence, as we had 
Wt proceeded thirty yards, before every 
dice was heard at once,—for the coach 
oke down ! I ſuppoſe we concluded of 
Purſe, that we were all half killed, by the 
Wolent ſhrieks that ſeemed to come from 
ery mouth. The chariot was ſtopped, the 
Wrvants came to our aſſiſtance, and we were 
Nen out of the carriage, without having 
en at all hurt. The night was dark and 
Et; but I had ſcarce touched the ground, 
en I was lifted ſuddenly from it, by Sir 
Wement Willoughby, who begged per- 
ion to aſſiſt me, though he did not wait 
nave it granted, but carried me in his 
$ back to Ranelagh. b 

He enquired very earneſtly if I was not 
t by the accident? I aſſured him I was 
F 3 perfectly 
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perfectly ſafe, and free from injury, ai 
deſired he would leave me, and return u 
the reſt of the party, for I was very une 
to know whether they had been equal 
fortunate; He told me he was happy uM 
being honoured with my commands, ani 
would joyfully execute them; but inſiſt 
upon firſt conducting me to a warm roo 
as I had not wholly eſcaped being wet. H 
did not regard my objections, but made 
follow him to an apartment, where 
found an excellent fire, and ſome compari 
waiting for carriages. I readily accepted 
ſeat, and then begged he would go. : 

And go, indeed, he did; but he retum 
in a moment, telling me that the rain ul 
more violent than ever, and that he tl 
ſent his ſervants to offer their aſſiſtance, ai 
acquaint he Mirvans of my ſituation. W 
was very mad that he would not go hl 
. ſelf z but as my acquaintance with him 


ſo very light, I did not think proper n, 
urge him contrary to his inclination. D 
Well, he drew a chair cloſe to mine, t 2 
after again enquiring how I did, ſaid, it 
low voice, « You will pardon me, Mpc 
Anville, if the eagerneſs I feel to vindeſ -, 
myſelf, induces me to ſnatch this op 
tunity of making ſincere acknowledgme ( 
for the impertinence with which I tore" "al 
you at the laſt ridotto. I can aſſure 0 \ 


Madu 
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dam, I have been a true and ſorrowful 
aitent ever ſince; but—ſhall I tell you 
neſtly what encouraged me to—" 
He ſtopt; but I ſaid nothing, for I 
WW ought inſtantly of the converſation Miſs 
lirvan had overheard, and ſuppoſed he 
gas going to tell me himſelf what part Lord 
roeille had borne in it; and really I did 
tr wiſh to hear it repeated. Indeed, the 
WE of his ſpeech convinces me that ſuch 
s his intention; with what view, I know 
„except to make a merit of his defend- 
Wo me. 
And yet,” he continued, © my excuſe 
Way only expoſe my own credulity, and 
at of judgment and penetration. I will, 
errefore, merely beſeech your pardon, and 
pe that ſome 3 time — 
„ Juſt then, the door was opened by Sir 
ement's ſervant, and I had the pleaſure 
W {ccing the Captain, Mrs. and Miſs Mir- 
Wn, enter the room. 
O ho,” cried the former, © you he 
dt a good warm birth here; but we ſhall 
at up your quarters. Here, Lucy, Moll, 
me to the fire, and dry your trumpery. 
t, hey-day, —=why where's old Madam 


ench 2? 


oval then with you?“ 
With me! No, — thank God.” 
F 4 I was 


Good God,” cried I, © is not Madame 
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deſign, ſhe preſented herſelf at it, attend 
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I was very uneaſy to know what mig * 
have become of her, and, if they wou 
have ſuffered me, I ſhould have gone o 
in ſearch of her myſelf ; but all the fervan 
were diſpatched to find her, and the Cy 
tain ſaid we might be very ſure her Fr 
beau would take care of her. 

We waited ſome time without any ti 
ings, and were ſoon the only party in th 
room. My uneaſineſs: increaſed ſo mud 
that Sir Clement now made a voluntary d 


moment that he opened the door with tl 


by Monſieur Du Bois, 
I was this inſtant, Madam,” ſaid if 


coming to ſee for you.” 


** You are mighty good, truly,” cn B 
the, to come when all the miſche 
over.” lift 

She then entered, — in ſuch a conditiu ac 
—entirely covered with mud, and in ME 
great a rage, it was with difficulty ſhe co Hy 


ſpeak. We all expreſſed our concern, 4 
offered our aſſiſtance, —except the Captl 
who no ſooner beheld her, than he but 
into a loud laugh, np 
We endeavoured, by our enquiries! 
condolements, to prevent her attending 
him; and ſhe was, for ſome time, ſo wi 


engroſſed by her anger and her diltrels,! 
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e ſucceeded without much trouble. We 
"Whcoged her to inform us how this accident 
happened. How!“ repeated ſhe,— 
y it was all along of your all going 
ay, —and there poor Monſieur Du Bois 
but it was n't his fault, —for he's as bad 
ff as me.” 

All eyes were then turned to Monſieur 
u Bois, whoſe clothes were in the ſame 
iſerable plight with thoſe of Madame 
uval, and who, wet, ſhivering, and dit- 
nſolate, had crept to the fire. 

The Captain laughed yet more heartily , 
le Mrs. Mirvan, aſhamed of his rude- 
ſs, repeated her enquiries to Madame 
uval; who anſwered, ** Why, as we were 
oming along, all in the rain, Monſieur 
Bois was ſo obliging, though I'm ſure 
was an unlucky obligingneſs for me, as 
lift me up in his arms, to carry me over 
place that was ancle-deep in mud ; but 
ead of my being ever the better for it, 
tas we were in the worſt part, —P'm ſure 
i we had been fifty miles off,—for, 
pehow or other, his foot ſlipt, —at leaſt, 
ppoſe ſo, though I can't think how it 
pened, for I'm no ſuch great weight, 
however that was, down we both came 
ether, all in the mud; and the more we 
A to get up, the more deeper we got 
red with the naſtineſs - and my new 
F 5 Lyons 
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Lyons negligee, too, quite ſpoilt - 
ever, it's well we got up at all, for 
might have laid there till now, for a 
you all cared ; for nobody never came i 
us.“ 5 

This recital put the Captain into an 
tacy; he went from the lady to the gen 
man, and from the gentleman to the lu 
to enjoy alternately the ſight of their 
treſs. He really ſhouted with pleaſut 
and, ſhaking Monſieur Du Bois ſtrenuod 
by the hand, wiſhed him joy of han 
touched Engliſh Ground; and then he heli 
candle to Madame Duval, that he mi 
have a more complete view of her dial 
declaring repeatedly, that he had never 
better pleaſed in his life. 

The rage of poor Madame Duval 
unſpeakable ; ſhe daſhed the candle out 
his hand, ſtamped upon the floor, and, 
laſt ſpat in his face. | 

This action ſeemed immediately to Cc 
them both, as the joy of the Captain 
converted into reſentment, and the vr 
Madame Duval into fear ; for he put 
hands upon her ſhoulders, and gave hd 
violent a ſhake, that ſhe ſcreamed out 
help; aſſuring her, at the ſame time, 
if ſhe had been one ounce leſs old, 0 
ugly, ſhe ſhould have had it all r& 
on her own face. 

Mon 
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Monſieur Du Bois, who had ſeated him- 
f very quietly at the fire, approached 
; hem, and expoſtulated very warmly with 
e captain; but he was neither underſtood 
or regarded, and Madame Duval was not 
W-lcaſed, till ſhe quite ſobbed with paſ- 
on. | 

When they were parted, I entreated her 
permit the woman who has the char 
the ladies cloaks to aſſiſt in drying her 
lothes ; ſhe conſented, and we did what 
as poſſible to ſave her from catching cold. 
e were obliged to wait in this diſagreeable 
tuation near an hour, before a hackney- 
pach could be found; and then we were 
poſed in the ſame manner as before our 
cident. 

| am going this morning to ſee poor 
ladame Duval, and to enquire after her 
alth, which I think muſt have ſuffered 
her laſt night's misfortunes ;- though, 
deed, ſhe ſeems to be naturally/ſtrong and 
arty | 

Adieu, my dear Sir, till to-morrow. 
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bed, though Monſieur Du Bois was in ti 
chamber; which ſo much aſtoniſhed 
that I was, involuntarily, retiring, withou 
conſidering how odd an appearance my i 


with great bitterneſs, to inveigh againſtt 


abſurd, than to hear politeneſs recommen 
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Evelina in continuation. 


ES Friday morning, April 15, 
_ Clement Willoughby called he 
yeſterday at noon, and Captain Mira 
invited him to dinner. For my part, 
2 the day in a manner the moſt uncon 


R 
ortable imaginable. 
I found Madame Duval at breakfaſt i 


treat would have, when Madame Dur 
called me back, and laughed very heart 
at my ignorance of foreign cuſtoms. 

The converſation, however, very {od 
took a more ſerious turn; for ſhe bega 


barbarous brutality of that fellow the Capta 
and the horrible ill- breeding of the Engl 
in general, declaring ſhe ſhould make 
eſcape with all expedition from ſo beaſt 
uation: Rut nothing can be more ſtrang 


ed in language ſa repugnant to it 28 f 
of Madame Duval. lub 
She lamented, very mournfully, the * et 
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WS: Lyons ſilk, and proteſted ſhe had rather 
ee parted with all the reſt of her ward- 
oe, becauſe it was the firſt gown ſhe had 
Wught to wear upon leaving off her weeds, 
We has a very bad cold, and Monſieur Du 
Wis is ſo hoarſe, he can hardly ſpeak. 

She inſiſted upon my ſtaying with her all 
Wy, as ſhe intended, ſhe ſaid, to introduce 
to ſome of my own relations. I would 
ry fain have excuſed myſelf, but ſhe did 
tt allow me any choice. 

Till the arrival of theſe relations, one 
ntinued ſeries of queſtions on her ſide, 
d of anſwers on mine, filled up all the 
ewe paſſed together. Her curioſity was 
ſatiable; ſhe enquired into every action 
my life, and every particular that had 
len under my obſervation, in the lives of 
I knew. Again, ſhe was ſo cruel as to 
ow the moſt inveterate rancour againſt the 


ecae bene factor her deſerted child and grand- 
{ Wild have met with; and ſuch was the in- 
;ptaeWnation her ingratitude raiſed, that I 
agi old actually have quitted her preſence 


ke N houſe, had ſhe not, in a manner the 
eth et premprory, abſolutely forbid me, 
ange what, good Heaven! can induce her to 
merh ſhocking injuſtice ? O my friend and 
as Ufer! I have no command of myſelf when 
ſubject is ſfarted. 


; talked very much of taking me to 


fate! 
b 


Paris, 


on 2 A py 
by — — 


— 2 


110 EVEELNA 


Paris, and faid I greatly wanted the poli 
of a French education. She lamented 1M 
I had been brought up in the coun 
which, ſhe obſerved, had given me a 
bumpkiniſh air. However, ſhe bid mel 
deſpair, for ſhe had known many git 
much worſe than me, who had become wil 
fine ladies after a few years reſidence abrulii 
and ſhe particularly inſtanced a Miſs Pull 
Moore, daughter of a chandler's-ſhop ih 
man, who, by an accident not worth rel 
ing, happened to be ſent to Paris, wi 
from an aukward, ill-bred girl, ſte 
much improved, that ſhe has ſince be 
taken for a woman of quality. 

The relations to whom ſhe was pleaſe 
introduce me, conſiſted of a Mr. Bram 
ton, who is her nephew, and three of 
children, the eldeſt of which is a on, 
the two younger are daughters. 

Mr. Branghton appears about forty 
of age. He does not ſeem to want a comil 
underſtanding, though he is very contra 
and prejudiced : he has ſpent his wi 
time in the city, and I believe feels ag 
contempt for all who reſide elſewhere. 

His {on ſeems weaker in his underline 
ing, and more gay in his temper ; but! 
galety is that of a fooliſh, over-gi 
ſchool- boy, whoſe mirth conſiſts in noik® 


diſturbance, He diſdains his father * | 
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oce attention to buſineſs, and love of mo- 
„, though he ſeems himſelf to have no ta- 
ts, ſpirit, or generoſity, ro make him ſu- 
rior to either. His chief delight appears 
be tormenting and ridiculing his ſiſters, 

bo, in return, moſt heartily deſpiſe him. 
Miſs Branghton, the eldeſt daughter, 1s 
no means ugly, but looks proud, ill- 


} 
* 
4 
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mpered, and conceited. She hates the city, 
ough without knowing why; for it is 
ay to diſcover ſhe has lived no where 
ſe. 
Miſs Polly Branghton is rather pretty, 
ery fooliſh, very ignorant, very giddy, and, 
believe, very good-natured, 
The firſt halt hour was allotted to making 
emſclves comfortable, for they complained 
F having had a very dirty walk, as they 
nme on foot from Snow Hill, where Mr. 
ranghton keeps a filver-ſmith's ſhop ; and 
e young ladies had not only their coats to 
ruſh, and ſhoes to dry, but to adjuſt their 
ead-dreſs, which their bonnets had totally 
compoſed, | 
The manner in which Madame Duval was 
leaſed to introduce me to this family, ex- 
emely ſhocked me. Here, my dears,” 
ud ſne, here's a relation you little 
ought of : but you muſt know my poor 
Wphter Caroline had this child after ſhe 
un away from me, - though I never knew 
nothing 
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nothing of it, not I, for a long while aft 
for they took care to keep it a ſecret fro 
me, though the poor child has neve 
friend in the world beſides.” 

** Miſs ſeems very tender-hearted, aun 
ſaid Miſs Polly, and to be ſure ſhe's u 
to blame for her mama's undutifulneſs, f 
ſhe could n't help it.” 

Lord no,” anſwered ſhe, © and I new 
took no notice of it to her; for indeed, 
to that, my own poor daughter was nt. 
much to blame as you may think, for ſhel 
never have gone aſtray, if it had not bt 
for that meddling old parſon I told j 
of.” 

** If aunt pleaſes,” ſaid young M 
Branghton, we'll talk o' ſomewhat el 
for Miſs looks very uneaſy- like.“ 

The next ſubject that was choſen, ma 
the age of the three young Branghtons at 
myſelf, The ſon is twenty; the daughte 
upon hearing that I was ſeventeen, f 
that was juſt the age of Miſs Polly ; bi 
their brother, after a long diſpute, proviſWoan 
that ſhe was two years older, to the gi 
anger of both ſiſters, who agreed that if 
was very ill- natured and ſpitefu n. 

When this point was ſettled, the queſt 
was put, Which was talleſt ?—We vap"s 
deſired to meaſure, as the Branghtd 
were all of different opinions, ne | 
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n, however, diſputed my being the tall- 
in the company, but, in regard to one 
tber they were extremely quarrelſome: 
brother inſiſted upon their meaſuring 
„ and not with heads and heels; but 
y would by no means conſent to Joſe 
ſe privileges of our ſex, and therefore 
> young man was caſt, as ſhorteſt ; though 
appealed to all preſent upon the injuſtice 
the decree, 

his ceremony over, the young ladies 
pan, very freely, to examine my drels, 
to interrogate me concerning it. This 
on's your own work, I ſuppoſe, Mils ? 
(theſe ſprigs a' nt in faſhion now, Pray, 
t is not impertinent, what might you give 
ard for this luteſtring? Do you make 
rown caps, Miſs ?—” and many other 
ſtions equally intereſting and well-bred, 
They then aſked me how I liked London? 
| whether I ſhould not think the country 
ery dull place, when I returned thither ? 
iis muſt try if ſhe can't get a good 
roc band,“ ſaid Mr. Branghton, © and then 
ge may ſtay and live here.“ 


nat he next topic was public places, or 


r the theatres, for they knew of no 
geſtoßgher; and the merits and defects of all the 
rs and actreſſes were diſcuſſed : the 
ng man here took the lead, and ſeemed 
one Me very converſant on the ſubject. But 

| during 
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during this time, what was my cond: 
and, ſuffer me to add, my indignati 
when I found, by ſome words I occaſiond 
heard, that Madame Duval was enterts 
ing Mr. Branghton with all the moſt fea 
and cruel particulars of my ſituation! 
eldeſt daughter was ſoon drawn to them 
the recital; the youngeſt and the ſon it 
kept their places, intending, I believe, 
divert me, though the converſation wal 
their own. 

In a few minutes, Miſs Branghton, cu 
ns ſuddenly up to her ſiſter, exclaim 
** Lord, Polly, only think 1 Miſs never i 
her papa !” 
* Lord, how odd!” cried the ot 
why then, Miſs, I ſuppoſe you wo 
n't know him ?” 

This was quite too much for me; In 
haſtily, and ran out of the room: bu 
ſoon regretted I had ſo little command 
myſelf, for the two ſiſters both follow 
and inſiſted upon comforting me, notm 
ſtanding my earneſt entreaties to be | 
alone, | 

As ſoon as I returned to the compi 
Madame Duval ſaid, Why, my ce 
what was the matter with you? why 
you run away ſo ?” 

This queſtion almoſt made me ru" 
gain, for I knew not how to anne, 
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put me in ſituations ſo ſhocking, and 
wonder to find me ſenſible of any con- 
1 
r. Branghton junior now enquired of 
whether I had ſeen the Tower, or St. 
I's church? and upon my anſwering 
he negative, they propoſed making a 
y to ſhew them to me. Among other 
tions, they alſo aſked if I had ever 
uch a thing as an Opera? I told them 
2d, Well,“ ſaid Mr. Branghton, © I 
er ſaw one in my life, ſo long as I've 
| in London, and I never delire to ſee 
„if I live here as much longer.“ 
Lord, Papa,” cried Miſs Polly, why 
? you might as well for once, for the 
tolity of the thing: beſides, Miſs Pom- 
law one, and ſhe ſays it was very 
t FO . 
' Miſs will think us very vulgar,” ſaid 
Is Branghton, ** to live in London, and 
er have been to an Opera; but it's no 
it of mine, I aſſure you Miſs, only Papa 
tlike to go.” 
Lhe reſult was, that a party was propo- 
and agreed to, for ſome early oppor- 
ty, I did not dare contradict them; 
L faid that my time, while I remained in 
in, was at the diſpoſal of Mrs. Mirvan. 
| However, 


I 

but 
nd 
"nl 
be | 


ppi 
y 
hy ( 


run 
{wel 


is it not very extraordinary, that ſne 
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However, I am ſure I will not attend t:i# 1 
if I can poſlibly avoid ſo doing. 3 
When we parted, Madame Duval deſn 
to ſee me the next day; and the Branghu 
told me, that the firſt time I went tow 
Snow Hill, they ſhould be very glad i 
would call upon them. 

I wiſh we may not meet again till th 
time arrives. 

I am ſure I ſhall not be very ambiti 
of being known to any more of my m 
tions, if they have any reſemblance 


thoſe whoſe acquaintance I have been 
troduced to already, s 
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LETTER XVIII. 


Evelina in continuation. 
I Had juſt finiſhed my letter to you tit 
1 morning, when a violent rapping at 
door made me run dow ſtairs; and v 
ſhould I ſee in the drawing room, bul 
Lord Orville ! | 
He was quite alone, for the family 
not aſſembled to breakfaſt. He enquiie 
firſt of mine, then of the health ot V 


Miſs Mirvan, with a degree of 8 
rather ſurpriſed me, till he ſaid that he 
juſt been informed of the accident we 
met with at Ranelagh. He expreſſed 
orrow upon the occaſion with the ut- 
politeneſs, and lamented that he had 
been ſo fortunate as to hear of it in time 
fer his ſervices. ** Bur, I think,” he 
d, Sir Clement Willoughby had the 
pur of aſſiſting you?“ x | 
He was with Captain Mirvan, my 


1 had heard of his being of your 


hope that flighty man has not been te]- 
Lord Orville he only aſſiſted me ! how- 
he did not purſue the ſubject, but 
* This accident, though extremely 
rtunate, will not, I hope, be the means 
ghtening you from gracing Ranelagh 
your preſence in future?“ 


ſt expired already.” | 
Indeed ! do you leave town ſo very 


7 


O yes, my Lord, our ſtay has already 
ed our intentions.“ 

Are you, then, ſo particularly partial 
irc country?“ | 


e merely came to town, my Lord, 
t Captain Mirvan,” 


zu th 
at l 
d * 
but 


ly 


« And 
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Our time, my Lord, for London, is 


KK — — 
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** And does Miſs Anville feel no con 
at the idea of the many mourners her 
ſence will occaſion ?”? 

O, my Lord, —l'm ſure you d 
think — I ſtopt there, for, indeed, I h 

knew what I was going to ſay, 
ooliſh embarraſſment, I ſuppoſe wa 
cauſe of what followed; —for he cant 
me, and took my hand, ſaying, *] 
think, that whoever has once ſeen Miß! 
ville, muſt receive an impreſſion never i 
forgotten,” 

This compliment, from Lord Om 
—ſo ſurpriſed me, that I could not ſpe 
but felt myſelf change colour, and fi 
for ſome moments, ſilent, and looking do 
however, the inſtant I recollected my 
ation, I withdrew my hand, and told 
that I would ſee if Mrs. Mirvan wa ce 
dreſſed. He did not oppoſe me, ſo ail 
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went. hi 
I met them all on the ſtairs, and retuſdy 
with them to breakfaſt. out 


have ſince been extremely angry 
myſelf for neglecting ſo excellent an 
portunity of apologizing for my behar 
at the ridotto : but, to own the truth, 
affair never once occurred to me during 
ſhort 7#te-a-tete which we had tog cou 
But, if ever we ſhould happen to 
ſituated again, I will certainly ment 
I 
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am inexpreſſibly concerned at the 
Naht of his harbouring an opinion that 
n bold or impertinent, and I could al- 
kill myſelf for having 3 him the 
low of a reaſon for ſo ſhocking an idea. 
zut was it not very odd that he ſhould 
e me ſuch a compliment ? I expected 
t from him but gallantry, I believe, 
dmmon to all men, whatever other qua- 
s they may have in particular. 
dur breakfaſt was the moſt agreeable 
|, if it may be called a meal, that we 
> had ſince we came to town. Indeed, 
for Madame Duval I ſhould like Lon- 
extremely. _ 
he converſation of Lord Orville is 


1 wy delightful. His manners are ſo ele- 
ao gentle, fo — that they 
was ce engage eſteem, and diffuſe compla- 


e. Far from being indolently ſatisfied 
his own accompliſhments, as I have 
dy obſerved many men here are, though 
out any pretentions to his merit, he 1s 
aliduouſly attentive to pleaſe and to 
all who are in his company; and, 
eh his ſucceſs is invariable, he never 
elts the ſmalleſt degree of conſciouſ- 


gr) 


t a 
| chant 
wth, 
ring 
togen 
to U 
-nti00 


could wiſh that you, my deareſt Sir, 
Lord Orville, becauſe I am ſure you 
Love him; and I have felt that wh 
or 
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for no other perſon I have ſeen ſince I cull, 
to London. I ſometimes imagine, ti 
when his youth is flown, his vivacity a 
ed, and his life is devoted to retirement. 
will, perhaps, reſemble him whom I nx 
love and honour. His preſent fweetne 
politeneſs, and diffidence, ſeem to promi 
in future the ſame benevolence, digi 
and goodneſs. But I muſt not expat 
upon this ſubject. | 

When Lord Orville was gone,—and 
made but a very ſhort viſit, —I was prep 
ing, moſt reluctantly, to wait upon 
dame Duval; but Mrs. Mirvan prope 
to the Captain, that ſhe ſhould be invit 
to dinner in Queen-Ann-ſtreet, and! 
readily conſented, for he ſaid he wiſhed 
aſk after her Lyons negligee. 

The invitation is accepted, and we em 
her every moment. But to me, it is 
ſtrange, that a woman, who is the und 
trolled miſtreſs of her time, fortune, 1 
actions, ſhould chuſe to expoſe herſelf 
luntarily to the rudeneſs of a man wh 
openly determined to make her his ip 
But ſhe has very few acquaintance, and, 
fancy, ſcarce knows how to employ her 

How great is my obligation to Mrs.) 
van, for beſtowing her time in a ma 
ſo diſagrecable to herſelf, merely to pro 
my happineſs ! every diſpute in wich! 

2 undeferit 
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aeſerving huſband engages, is productive 


ain, and uneaſineſs to herſelf; of this 
am ſo ſenſible, that I even beſought her 
dt to ſend to Madame Duval, but ſhe de- 
reed ſhe could not bear to have me paſs 
= my time, while in town, with her only, 
deed ſhe could not be more kind to me, 
re ſhe your daughter, 


— 
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Evelina in continuation. 


Saturday morning, April 16. 


ADAME Duval was accompanied 
by Monſieur Du Bois, I am ſur- 
ſed that ſhe ſhould chuſe to introduce 
m where he is ſo unwelcome; and, indeed, 
is ſtrange that they ſhould be ſo conſtan- 
together : though I believe I ſhould nor 
we taken notice of it, but that Captain 
urvan is perpetually rallying me upon my 
and- mama's beau. | 

They were both received by Mrs, Mirvan 
th her uſual good-breeding ; but the 
iptain, moſt provokingly, attacked her 
mediately, ſay ing, Now, Madam, you 
at have lived abroad, pleaſe to tell me this 
re; Which did you like beſt, the warm 
Vor. I, © Wy room 


122 EB YELIN:£A 


room at Ranelagh, or the cold bath you wy 

into afterwards ? though, I aſſure you, a 
look ſo well that I ſhould adviſe you to ti 
another dip.“ 

** Ma foi, Sir,” cried ſhe, * noby 
aſked for your, advice, ſo you may as n 
keep it to yourſelf : beſides, it's no ſu 
great joke to be ſplaſhed, and to cat 

cold, and ſpoil all one's things, whate 
you may think of it.“ 

** Splaſhed, quoth-a l — why I thouy 
you were ſouſed all over.-Come, con 
don't mince the matter, never ſpoil a gn 
ſtory ; you know you had'nt a dry thm 
about you— Fore George, I ſhall ner 
think on't without hallowing ! ſuch a pu 
torlorn, draggle-tailed - gentlewoman] 1 
poor Monſeer French, here, like a drown 
rat, by your ſide !—*? 

** Well, the worſe pickle we was in, 
much the worſer in you not to help us, i 
you knowed where we were faſt enough, 
cauſe, while I laid in the mud, I'm pret 
ſure I heard you ſnigger; fo it's like enoy 
you joſtled us down yourſelf, for Mon 
Du Bois ſays, that he is ſure he had a 95 
Jolt given him, or he ſhould n't have tel 

The Captain laughed fo immoderatt 
that he really gave me alſo a ſuſpicion! 

he was not entirely innocent of the chay 
however, he diſclaimed it very peremp 
rily, | : wil 


— 
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* Why then,” continued ſne, if you 
ad n't do that, why did n't you come to 
| elp us?“ 

* Who, I ?—what, do you ſuppoſe I 
ad forgot IJ was an Engliſbman, a filthy, 
eaſtly Enghſbman ?** 

Very Well, Sir, very well; but I was 

fool to expe any better, for it's all of a 

Piece with the reſt; you know you wanted 
o fling me out of the coach-window, the 
ery firſt time ever I ſee you: but I'll ne- 
er go to Ranelagh with you no more, that 
'm reſolved; for I dare ſay, if the horles 
xd runn'd over me, as I laid in that naſti- 
els, you'd never have ſtirred a ſtep to ſave 
— 
Lord, no, to be ſure, Ma'am, not for 
he world! I know your opinion of our 
ation too well, to affront you by ſuppoſing 
| Frenchman would want my aſſiſtance to 
rotect you. Did you think that Monſcer 
ere, and I, had changed characters, and 
hat he ſhould pop you into the mud, and 
help you out of it? Ha, ha, ha!“ 

* O, very well, Sir, laugh on, it's like 
your manners; however, if poor Monfieur 
Du Bois had n't met with that unlucky 
accident himſelf, I ſhould n't have wanted 
obody's help.” 

O, I promiſe you, Madam, you'd never 
Wave had mine; I knew my diſtance better; 
| G 2 and 
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and as to your being a little ducked, o ii 
why, to be ſure, Monſeer and you {ett 
that between yourſelves ; ſo it was no bu 
neſs of mine.” N 

** What, then, I ſuppoſe, you want il 
make me believe as Monſieur Du Bois {enllf 
ed me that trick o* purpoſe ?” d 

O' purpoſe ! ay, certainly, who en 
doubted that? Do you think a French 
ever made a blunder ? If he had been ſont 
clumſy-footed Engl; fellow, indeed, 
might have been accidental: but what 
devil ſignifies all your hopping and cane 
ing with your dancing-malters, if you cu 
balance yourſelves upright ?” 

In the midſt of this dialogue, Sir Cl 
ment Willoughby made his appearance 
He affects to enter the houſe with the free 
dom of an old acquaintance, and this vn 
eaſineſs, which, to me, is aſtoniſhing, is whi 
molt. particularly recommends him to ti 
Captain. Indeed, he ſeems very ſucce 
fully to ſtudy all the humours of that ger 
tleman. 

After having heartily welcomed hin 
© You are juſt come in time, my boy,” ſal 
he, to ſettle a little matter of a diſput 
between this here gentlewoman and I; © 
you know, ſhe has been trying to perſuad 
me, that ſhe did not above half like tit 

ducking Monſeer gave her t'other night 5 
a ; 66 I ou 
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I hould have hoped,” (ſaid Sir Cle- 
ent, with the mma 4 gravity) ** that the 
Wendſhip ſubſiſting between that lady and 
Wntleman, would have guarded them a- 
inſt any actions profeſſedly diſagreeable 
each other; but, probably, they might 
t have diſcuſſed the matter previouſly ; 
WS which caſe, the gentleman, I muſt own, 
ms to have been guilty of inattention, 
ce, in my humble opinion, it was his 
ſineſs firſt to have enquired whether the 
dy preferred ſoft, or hard ground, before 
dropt her.“ | 
* O very fine, Gentlemen, very fine,” 
ied Madame Duval, ** you may try to ſet 
$ together by the ears as much as you will; 
ut I'm not ſuch an ignorant perſon as to 


made a fool of ſo caily ; ſo you need 
't talk no more about it, for J ſees into 

uur deſigns.“ 
Monſieur Du Bois, who was juſt able 


d diſcover the ſubject upon which the con- 
erſation turned, made his defence, in 
rench, with great ſolemnity: he hoped, 
e ſaid, that the company would at leaſt 
cknowledge, he did not come from a na- 
lon of brutes, and conſequently, that to 
nlfully offend any lady, was, to him, ut- 
erly impoſſible ; but that, on the contrary, 

endeavouring, as was his duty, to ſave 
ind guard her, he had himſelf ſuffered, in 
. a manner 
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a manner which he would forbear to reli 
but which, he greatly apprehended, þ 
ſhould feel the ill effects of for mu 
months; and then, with a countenancea 
ceedingly lengthened, he added, that | 
hoped it would not be attributed to him: 
national prejudice, when he owned that! 
muſt, to the beſt of his memory, aver, tl 
his unfortunate fall was owing to a ſudde 
but violent puſh, which, he was ſhockedy 
fay, ſome malevolent perſon, with a deſig 
to his injury, muſt. certainly have give 
him; but whether with a view to mort 
him, by 'making him let the lady fall, 
whether merely to ſpoil his clothes, | 
could not pretend to determine. 

This diſputation was, at laſt, concludg 
by Mrs. Mirvan's propoſing that we ſhou 
all go to Cox's Muſeum. Nobody object 
and carriages were immediately ordered. 

In our way down ſtairs, Madame Dur 
in a very paſſionate manner, ſaid, Maj 
if I would n't give fifty guineas only 
know who gave us that ſhove !” 

This Muſeum is very aſtoniſhing, at 
very ſuperb ; yet, it afforded me but litWindi 
pleaſure, . for it is a mere ſhow, though 
wonderful one. 

Sir Clement Willoughby, in our wa 
round the room, aſked me what my opinWMtrac 
was of this brilliant /peFacle ? 


66 
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« Tt is very fine, and very ingenious,” 
ſwered I, and yet I don't know how 


is, but I ſeem to miſs ſomething.” 
cal © Excellently anſwered !” cried he, you 
t WWaveexattly defined my own feelings, though 
im 2 manner I ſhould never have arrived ar. 


ut I was certain your taſte was too well 
med, to be pleaſed at the expence of 
ur underſtanding.” | 

* Pardi, cried Madame Duval, © I 
pe you two is difficult enough! Pm ſure 
you don't like this, you like nothing; 
Ir it's the grandeſt, prettieſt, fineſt ſight 
at ever I fee, in England.“ 

What,“ (cried the Captain with a ſneer) 
[ ſuppoſe: this may be in your French 
le? it's like enough, for it's all kickfaw 
ork, But, pr'ythee, friend,” (turning to 
ec perſon who explained the devices) © will 
bu tell me the / of all. this? for I'm not 
dough of a conjurer to find it out.“ 
Uſe, indeed!” (repeated Madame Du- 
| diſdainfully) Lord, if every thing's 
be uſeful!— | 
Why, Sir, as to that, Sir,” ſaid our 
nductor, the ingenuity of the me- 
uniſm, the beauty of the workmanſhip, 
the —undoubtedly, Sir, any perſon of 
We may eaſily diſcern the utility of ſuch 
traordinary performances.“ | 
= Why then, Sir,” anſwered the Cap- 
G 4 taing 
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tain, your perſon of taſte muſt be eithe 
a coxcomb, or a Frenchman; though, fu 
the matter of that, *tis the ſame thing,” 
Juſt then, our attention was attracted iſ 
a pine-apple, which, ſuddenly opening 
diſcovered a neſt of birds, who immediacy 
began to ſing. Well,“ cried Madam 
Duval, © this is prettier than all the re 
1 I declare, in all my travels, I never ſee u 
| thing eleganter.” 
| ** Hark ye, friend,” ſaid the Captai, 
| * haſt never another pine-apple ?” 
| (e Sir 2— my 
© Becauſe, if thou haſt, pr'ythee giver 
us without the birds; for, d'ye fee, Im u 
Frenchman, and ſhould reliſh ſomethin Wi 
more ſubſtantial.” pts © ; 
This entertainment concluded with 
concert of mechanical muſic : I cannot «i 
plain how it was produced, but the eff 
was pleaſing, Madame Duval was in e. 
tacies; and the Captain flung himſelf ino r 
ſo many ridiculous diſtortions, by way « WF" 
mimicking her, that he engaged the ate Wi 
- tion of all the company; and, in the mid 
of the performance of the Coronation Av Wi"? 
them, while Madame Duval was affecticg 
to beat time, and uttering many expreflions 
of delight, he called ſuddenly for ſalts 
which a lady, apprehending fome diſtrels 
politely handed ro him, and which, inſtant 


applyng 
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WS plying to the noſtrils of poor Madame 
Duval, the involuntarily ſnuffed up ſuch a 
antity, that the pain and ſurpriſe made 
r ſcream aloud. When ſhe recovered, 
Wc reproached him, with her uſual vehe- 
Wence ; but he proteſted he had taken that 
Reaſure out of pure friendſhip, as he con- 
Wuded, from her raptures, that ſhe was 
Ping into hyſterics. This excuſe by no 
2ans appeaſed her, and they had a violent 
Warrel ; but the only effect her anger had 
che Captain, was to encreaſe his diver- 
Wn. Indeed, he laughs and talks ſo terri- 
y loud in public, that he frequently 
Wakes us aſhamed of belonging to him. 
Madame Duval, notwithſtanding her 
Path, made no ſcruple of returning to 
Pe in Queen-Anne-ſtreet. Mrs. Mirvan 


N 
1 
ſecured places for the play at Drury- 
( 


Wane Theatre, and, though ever uneaſy in 
r company, ſhe very politely invited Ma- 
me Duval to be of our party; however, 
had a bad cold, and choſe to nurſe it. 
Vas ſorry for her indiſpoſition, but I 
ew not how to be ſorry ſhe did not ac- 
mpany us, for ſhe is—I muſt not ſay 
lat, but very unlike other people. 


G 5 LETTER 


135 EVELIN A; 


LG ES 0B WAA. 
Evelina in continuation. 


- UR places were in the front ror 
a fide-box. Sir Clement Willowlf 
by, who knew our intention, was att 
door of the Theatre, and handed us fr 
the carriage. | 
We haf not been ſeated five minute; 
fore Lord Orville, who we ſaw in the fy 
box, came to us; and he honoured us i 
his company all the evening. Miſs Min 
and I both rejoiced that Madame Duo: 
was abſent, as we hoped for the enjoynaic 
of ſome converſation, uninterrupted by 
erk with the Captain: but 1 
ound that her preſence would have n 
very little alteration, for ſo far was Ii 
daring to ſpeak, that I knew not where pn 


to look. Wea 
The play was Love for Love, and ti E 

it is fraught with wit and entertainmen Pn» 
hope I ſhall never ſee it repreſented g 
for it is ſo extremely indelicate,—to uk! 
ſofteſt word I can,—that Miſs Mirvan Wa: 
I were perpetually out of countenance, 
could neither make any obſervations en 
felves, nor venture to liſten to tho 
others, This was the more provoking 
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ord Orville was in excellent ſpirits, and 
ceedingly entertaining. 

Wen the Play was over, I flattered my- 
Hit I ſhould be able to look about me with 
S{; reſtraint, as we intended to ſtay the 
arce; but the curtain had hardly dropped, 
hen the box-door opened, and in came Mr. 
Wovel, the man by whoſe foppery and im- 
rtinence I was ſo much teized at the ball 
here I firſt ſaw Lord Orville. 
I turned away my head, and began talk- 
g to Miſs Mirvan, for I was deſirous to 
od ſpeaking to him ;—but in vain, for 

ſoon as he Rad made his compliments to 
Word Orville and Sir Clement Willoughby, 
ho returned them very coldly, he bent 
bead forward, and ſaid to me, I hope, 
a'am, you have enjoyed your health ſince 
had the honour—T beg ten thouſand par- 
dns, but I proteſt I was going to ſay the 
dnour of dancing with you however, I 
Wean the honour of /eeing you dance?“ 
He ſpoke with a ſelf-complacency that 
WPnvinced me he had ſtudied this addrreſs, 
TJ way of making repriſals for my conduct 
the ball: I therefore bowed lightly, but 
ade no anſwer, 
After a ſhort ſilence, he again called my 
tention, by ſaying, in an eaſy, negligent 
y, * I think, Ma'am, you was never in 


Wn before?“ 
G 6 1 
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„„ - | 

** So 1 did preſume. Doubtleſs, Main 
every thing muſt be infinitely novel to yu 
Our cuſtoms, our manners, and des etiqueil 
de nous autres, can have very little reſen 
blance to thoſe you have been uſed to. 
imagine, Ma'am, your retirement is at wi 
very ſmall diſtance from the capital?“ 

I was ſo much diſconcerted at this ner 
ing fpeech, that I ſaid not a word; thoug 
I have ſince thought my vexation both |: 
mulated and delighted him. 
»The air we breathe here, hower 
Ma'am,” (continued he, very conceited)} 
though foreign to that you have been «iſſoy 
cuſtomed to, has not, I hope, been at e 
rience with your health?“ 

Mr. Lovel,” ſaid Lord Orville, cou or 
not your eye have ſpared that queſtion?” 

O, my Lord,” anſwered he, if hi. 
were the only cauſe of a lady's bloom, i 
eye, I grant, had been infallible from thre: 
firſt glance; but em 
Come, come,” cried Mrs. Mita at. 
* 1 muſt beg no inſinuations of that for 
Miſs Anville's colour, as you have ſuccaWat! 
fully tried, may, you fee, be heightened; WF 
but I aſſure you, it would be paſt your H. 
to leſſen it.“ 

Pon honour, Madam,” returned it 
& you wrong me; I prefumed not to - 


. 
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Pat rouge was the only ſuccedaneum for 
ach; but, really, I have known ſo many 
gerent cauſes for a lady's colour, ſuch as 
hing, —anger, —-mauvaiſe honte,—and ſo 
th, that I never dare decide to which it 
Way be owing.” | 
as to ſuch cauſes as them there,“ cried 
De Captain, they muſt belong to thoſe 
Wat they keep company with.“ 
Very true, Captain,” ſaid Sir Clement; 
the natural complexion has nothing to do 
Sith occaſional ſallies of the paſſions, or 
y accidental cauſes,” 2 
No, truly,“ returned the Captain, for 
ow here's me, why I look like any other 
dan juſt now; and yet, if you were to 
ut me in a paſſion, fore George you'd 
on ſee me have as fine a high colour as 
y painted Jezabel in all this place, be the 
ver ſo bedaubed.” 
But,“ ſaid Lord Orville, © the dif- 
rence of natural and of artificial colour, 
ems to me very eaſily diſcerned ; that of 
ature is mottled, and varying; that of 
t, ſet, and too ſmooth ; it wants that ani- 
jation, that glow, that indeſcribable ſome- 
mg which, even now that J ſee it, wholly 
[paſſes all my 2 of expreſſion.“ 
| Your Lordſhip,” ſaid Sir Clement, 
is univerſally acknowledged to be a con- 
eur in beauty,” 
| * And 
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** And you, Sir Clement,” returned! 
* an enthuſiaſt.” 

I am proud to own it,” cried Sir ( 
ment; © in ſuch a cauſe, and before ſu 
objects, enthuſiaſm is ſimply the cat 
quence of not being blind.” | 

** Pr'ythee a truce with all this pas 
ing,” cried the Captain, the women 
vain enough already; no need for to p 
*em up more.” | 

We muſt all ſubmit to the comma 
ing officer,” ſaid Sir Clement, * thereſt 
let us call another ſubject. Pray, Lade 
how have you been entertained with t 
play $i 

** Want of entertaintnent,” ſaid 
Mirvan, * is its leaſt fault; but I « 
there are objections to it, which I ſhoull 
glad to ſee removed.” 

* I could have ventured to anſwerk 
the Ladies,” ſaid Lord Orville, “ find 
am ſure this is not a play that can be! 
noured with their approbation.” 

What, I ſuppoſe it is not ſentiment 
enough !”? cried the Captain, or elf 
too good for them; for Pll maintain 
one of the beſt comedies in the langug 
and has more wit in one ſcene, than tit 
is in all the new plays put together.” 

** For my part,” ſaid my Lovel, 
confeſs I ſeldom liſten to the players: 0 
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s ſo much to do, in looking about, and 
ding out one's acquaintance, that, really, 
e has no time to mind the ſtage, Pray,” 
S(moſt affectionately fixing his eyes upon a 
oo amond-ring on his little finger) pray 
What was the play to-night ?*? 

Why, what the Dl,“ cried the Cap- 
Win, © do you come to the play, without 
nowing what it is?“ 

O yes, Sir, yes, very frequently: I 


u ee no time to read play-bills ; one merely 
en mes to meet one's friends, and ſhew that 
au re's alive.“ 


* Ha, ha, ha !-—and ſo,” cried the Cap- 
in, it coſts you five ſhillings a night, 
Iſt to ſhew that you're alive! Well, faith, 
y friends ſhould all think me dead and 
nder ground, before I'd be at that expence 
rem. Howſomever, this here you may 
ke from me — they'll find you out faſt 
ough, if you've any thing to give em. 
Ind ſo you've been here all this time, and 
on't know what the play was?“ 

ne Why, really, Sir, a play requires ſo 
uch attention, —it is ſcarce poſſible to 
tp awake, if one liſtens z—for, indeed, 
the time it is evening, one has been ſo 
Mpued, with dining, —or wine,—or the 
ule,—or ſtudying,—that it is—it is per- 
wy an impoſſibility. But, now I think of 
| believe I have a bill in my pocket; O, 


ay, 


| 
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ay, here it is—Love for Love, ay,=t 
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but, having bit his nails ſome time, in m# 


For my part, I was moſt ſtruck with th 
country young lady, Miſs Prue z pray wb 
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Cha, ha, —how could I be ſo ſtupid!” 
O, eaſily enough, as to that, I wa 
you,“ ſaid the Captain; ** but, by my fl 
this is one of the beſt jokes I ever heal « 
Come to a play, and not Know what it. 
— Why, I ſuppoſe you would n't g 
found it out, if they had o you off viii 
a ſcraping of fidlers, or an opera ?*—HiM 
ha! ha !—why now, I ſhould have tho 
you might have taken ſome notice of of 
Mr. Tattle that is in this play!“ 
This ſarcaſm, which cauſed a gener 
ſmile, made him colour: but, turning u 
the Captain with a look of conceit, whid 
implied that he had a retort ready, he ſaid 
Pray, Sir, give me leave to aſk,-wh 
do you think of one Mr. Ben, who is alſo i 
this play ?” | 
The Captain, regarding him with tit 
utmoft contempt, anſwered in a loud voi 
Think of him !—why I think bes! 
man!“ And then, ſtaring full in his fac 
he ſtruck his cane on the ground, with! 
violence that made him ſtart. He did nd 
however, chuſe to take any notice of this 


8 
al 


nifeſt confuſion, he turned very quick ' 
me, and, in a ſneering tone of voice, {als 


do you think of her, Ma'am ?” inte 
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Indeed, Sir,” cried I, very much pro- 
ed, I think—that is, I do not think 
y thing about her.” ; 
on Well, really, Ma'am, you prodigiouſly 
ba priſe me | — mais, apparemment ce weſt 
"Fn facon de parler? though I ſhould beg 
r pardon, for probably you do not un- 
u tand French?“ 
made no anſwer, for I thought his rude- 
18 intolerable; but Sir Clement, with 
et warmth, ſaid, I am ſurpriſed that 
can ſuppoſe ſuch an object as Miſs 
ue —— engage the attention of Miſs 
ville even for a moment.” 
O Sir, returned this fop, ** tis the 
t character in the piece — ſo well drawn, 
0 much the thing ſuch true country- 
eding,=ſuch rural ignorance !—ha! ha! 
JS moſt admirably hit off, *pon ho- 
rl BY 
could almoſt have cried, that ſuch im- 
tinence ſhould be levelled at me; and 
, Chagrined as I was, I could never be- 
d Lord Orville and this man at the ſame 
e, and feel any regret for the cauſe I had 
en of diſpleaſure. 

The only female in the play,” ſaid 
td Orville,“ worthy of being mentioned 
theſe ladies, is Angelica.” 

Angelica,” cried Sir Clement, © is a 
de girl; ſhe tries her lover ſeverely, but 
rewards him generouſly.” 


CS--f 


Yet, 
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“ Yet, in a trial fo long,“ faid 1 
Mirvan, there ſeems rather too nu 
conſciouſneſs of her power,” Ne 
Since my opinion has the ſan@ionWMi 
Mrs. Mirvan's,“ added Lord Orville, 
will venture to ſay, that Angelica bea 
her hand rather with the air of a ben 
treſs, than with the tenderneſs of a miſt 
Generoſity without delicacy, like wit will 
out judgment, generally give as much 
as pleaſure, The uncertainty in which 
* Valentine, and her manner of tri 
with his temper, give no very favoutl 
idea of her own.“ 
* Well, my Lord,” ſaid Mr. Lon 
it muſt, however, be owned, that unt 
tainty is not the fen among our ladis 
preſent; nay, indeed, I think they! 
though, faith,” taking a pinch of ſnuf, 
hope it is not true but they fay, tha 
now are moſt ſhy and backward.” 

The curtain then drew up, and our 
verſation ceaſed, Mr. Lovel, finding 
choſe to attend to the players, left thei 
How ſtrange it is, Sir, that this man, 

5 contented with the large ſhare of fopn 
Mi and nonſenſe which he has from naſal 
| ' ſhould think proper to affect yet mort 
I what he ſaid of Tattleand of Miſs Prue, 
| vinced me that he really had liſtened i 
play, though he was ſo ridiculous and fo0 
as to pretend 1gnorance, 
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zut how malicious and impertinent in 
creature to talk to me in ſuch a man- 
l 1 am ſure I hope I ſhall never ſee him 
Win. I ſhould have deſpiſed him heartily 
W fop, had he never ſpoken to me at all; 
now, that he thinks proper to reſent his 
WSpoſed ill-uſage, I am really quite afraid 


ſt im. 

- wil he entertainment was, The Deuce 1s in 
| oil, which Lord Orville obſerved to be the 
chit finiſhed and elegant petite piece that was 


r written in Engliſh, 
our way home, Mrs. Mirvan put me 
d ſome conſternation, by ſaying it was 
lent, from - the- reſentment which this 
Lovel harbours of my conduct, that he 
Id think it a provocation ſufficiently 
jortant for a duel, if his courage equal- 
his wrath. | | 

am terrified at the very idea, Good 
wen! that a man fo weak and frivolous 


zur d be ſo revengeful! However, if 
ding ery would have excited him to affront 
the Md Orville, how much reaſon have I to 
nan, ice, that cowardice makes him content- 
fo ich venting his ſpleen upon me ! But 


mall leave town ſoon, and, I hope, ſee 


no more. | 
rue, vas ſome conſolation to me, to hear, 
ed v Miſs Mirvan, that, while he was 
nd fot ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking to me ſo cavalierly, Lord Om 
regarded him with great indignation, Wk 
But, really, I think there ought to k 
book, of the laws and cuſtoms 4-/:-milli 
preſented to all young people upon till 
firſt introduction into public company, 
To-night we go to the opera, where le 
pect very great pleaſure. We ſhall have 
ſame party as at the play ; for Lord Ori 
ſaid he ſhould be there, and would lo 
for us, 
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Evelina in continuation, 


HAVE a volume to write of thei 
ventures of yeſterday. 

In the afternoon, — at Berry Hill 
ſhould have ſaid the evening, for it wi 
molt ſix. o'clock, —while Miſs Mirvan! 
I were dreſſing for the opera, and i | 
ſpirits, from the expectation of great cal 
tainment and pleaſure, we heard a cali 
ſtop at the door, and concluded that 
Clement Willoughby, -with his uſual: 
duity, was come to attend us to the 1... 
market; but, in a few moments, what Wh: 
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MT furpriſe, to ſee our chamber. door flung 
a, and the two Miſs Branghtons enter 
room! They advanced to me with 
et familiarity, ſaying, How do you do, 
an ?—ſo we've caught you at the glaſs ! 
ell, I'm determined I'll tell my brother 
chat!” 2 
ei is Mirvan, who had never before ſeen 
n, and could not, at firſt, imagine who 
were, looked ſo much aſtoniſhed, that 
Sas ready to laugh myſelf, till the eldeſt 
d, We're come to take you to the opera, 
ſs ; papa and my brother are below, and 
are to call for your graad- mama as we go 
ng.“ 
lam very ſorry,” anſwered I, that 
ſhould have taken ſo much trouble, as 
m engaged already.” 
Engaged! Lord, Miſs, never mind 
,” cried the youngeſt, this young lady 
make your excuſes, I dare ſay; it's 
doing as one would be done by, you 
dw.” 
Indeed, Ma'am,“ ſaid Miſs Mirvan, 
ſhall myſelf be very ſorry to be depriv- 
of Miſs Anville's company this even- 


c 


Well, Miſs, that is not ſo very good- 
ted in you,” ſaid Miſs Branghton, 
onlidering we only come to give our 
in pleaſure; it's no good to us; it's all 
upon 
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upon her account; for we came, IA 

know how much round about to take 

up.“ 0 

** I am extremely obliged to you,” f re 
N 


I, © and very ſorry you have loſt ſo nl 
time; but I cannot poſſibly help it, f. 
engaged my ſelf without knowing you wii 
call.” | 
Lord, what ſignifies that?“ ſaid 
Polly, © you're no old maid, and ſo 
need n't be ſo very formal: beſides, I 
ſay thoſe you are engaged to, a'n't h 
near related to you as we are.” 
. © I muſt beg you not to preſs me: 
further, for I aſſure you it is not ins 
power to attend you.” 
Why we came all out of the cit 
purpoſe : beſides, your grand- mama erm 
you ;——and pray, what are we to iq 
her? arp 
fell her, if you pleaſe, that I am ain 
concerned, but that I am pre- engage 
* And who to?“ demanded the ab, 
Miſs Branghton. 
To Mrs. Mirvan, —and a large pat 
And, pray, what are you all golly 
do, that it would be ſuch a mighty m 
for you to come along with us ?” 
* We are all going to—to ti i ohen 
O dear, if that be all, why cant 
all together ?*? | 


t 


. 


they 
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was extremely diſconcerted at this for- 
and ignorant behaviour, and yet their 
WE cf very much leſſened my concern at 
* ſing them. Indeed, their dreſs was 
ik; as would have rendered their ſcheme 
ccompanying our party impracticable, 
Wa if 1 had defired it; and this, as they 
Lot themſelves find out, I was obliged, 
Werms the leaſt mortifying I could think 
a co tell them. 
bey were very much chagrined, and 
Wd where 1 ſhould ſit? 
ln the pit,“ anſwered I, 

In the pit !” repeated Miſs Branghton, 
ell, really, I muſt own I ſhould never 
Fc ſuppoſed that my gown was not good 
gh for the pit: but come, Polly, let's 
it Miſs does not think us fine enough 
her, why to be ſure ſhe may chuſe.” 
urpriſed at this ignorance, I would have 
Jained to them that the pit at the opera 
red the ſame dreſs as the boxes; but 
were ſo much affronted, they would 
hear me, and, in great diſpleaſure, left 
room, ſaying they would not have 
led me, only they thought I ſhould 
be ſo proud with my own relations, and 
they had at leaſt as good a right to my 
pany as ſtrangers, 
endeavoured to apologize, and would 
ſent a long meſſage to Madame Dura ; 

uct 


one good thing.” 
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but they haſtened away without liſtenin 
me; and I could not follow them («ili 
ſtairs, becauſe I was not dreſſed. TH 
words I heard them ſay, were, Well 
grand- mama will be in a fine paſſion, tal 


Though I was extremely mad at thi 
ſit, yet I ſo heartily rejoiced at their qi 
that I would not ſuffer myſelf to ti 
gravely about it, | 

Soon after, Sir Clement actually a 
and we all went down ſtairs. Mrs, Min 
ordered tea; and we were engaged in at 
lively converſation, when the ſervant! 
nounced Madame Duval, who inſtantly! 
lowed him into the room. 

Her face was the colour of ſcarlet, 
her eyes ſparkled with fury. She came 
to me with a haſty ſtep, ſaying, ** So, 
you refuſes to come to me, do you? 
pray who are you, to dare to diſobey u 

I was quite frightened I made n0 
ſwer I even attempted to riſe, and a 
not, but ſat ſtill, mute and motionlek 

Every body, but Miſs Mirvan, ſeemt 
the utmoſt aſtoniſhment ; and the Cap! 
riſing and approaching Madame D 
with a voice of authority, ſaid, © Why! 
now, Mrs. Turkey Cock, what's pg... 
into this here fluſter ?” 

* It's nothing to you,” anſwered Wi. | 
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Wo you may as well hold your tongue, for 
: 4n't be called to no account by you, I 
ure you.” 
here you're out, Madam Fury,” re- 
ned he, for you muſt know I never 
rr any body to be in a paſſion in my 
ſe, but myſelf.” | 
But you Hall,“ cried ſhe, in a great 
„ for Il be in as great a paſſion as. 
[ pleaſe, without aſking your leave, fo 
t give yourſelf no more airs about it. 
das for you, Miſs,” again advancing to 
I order you to follow me this mo- 
nt, or elſe I'll make you repent it all 
r life.” And, with theſe words, ſhe 
ig out of the room. 
was in ſuch extreme terror, at being 
reſſed and threatened in a manner to 
ch I am ſo wholly unuſed, that I almoſt 
ght I ſhould have fainted. 
Don't be alarmed, my love,” cried 
„ Mirvan, but ſtay where you are, 
| will follow Madame Duval, and try 
ring her to reaſon.” 
ils Mirvan took my hand, and moſt 
ly endeavoured to raiſe my ſpirits ; Sir 
nent, too, approached me, with an air 
ereſted in my diſtreſs, that I could not 
feel myſelf 29 87 to him; and, tak ing 
ther hand, ſaid, For Heaven's ſake, 
ear Madam, compoſe yourſelf; ſurely 
| wn H the 
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Miſs Anville, would you truſt your 


lent? No, no; ſend her word at once! 
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the violence of ſuch a wretch ought mem 
to move your contempt ; ſhe can have vii 
right, I imagine, to lay her commands ui 
you, and I only wiſh that you would a 
me to ſpeak to her.” bs 
O no! not for the world !—indeed, if 
ooh am afraid—1I had better fol 
- ag 
* Follow her! Good God, my d 


with a mad woman? for what elſe can) 
call a creature whoſe paſſions are ſo ink 


leave the houſe, and tell her you defiret 
ſhe will never ſee you again.” 

O Sir! you don't know who you 
of !—it would ill become me to ſend 
dame Duval ſuch a meſſage,” | 

But why,” cried he, (looking very! 
quiſitive,) ** why ſhould you ſcruple to i 
her as ſhe deſerves ?” 

I then found that his aim was to diſco 
the nature of her connection with me; 9 
I felt ſo much aſhamed of my near relati 
ſhip to her, that I could not perſuade i 
ſelf to anſwer him, and only entreated 
he would leave her to Mrs. Mirvan, " 
Juſt then entered the room. | 

Before ſhe could ſpeak to me, the. 
tain called out, Well, Goody, what # 


your done with Madame French! f 
8 ( 
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eed a little? *cauſe if ſhe be n't, I've 
nt thought of a moſt excellent device to 
g her to.” 2 ; 
My dear Evelina,” ſaid Mrs. Mirvan, 
| have been vainly endeavouring to ap- 
ee her; I pleaded your engagement, and 
gniſed your future attendance : but I 
ſorry to ſay, my love, that I fear her 
> will end in a total breach (which I 
x you had better avoid) if ſhe is any 
ther oppoſed.” 

Then I will go to her, Madam,” cried 
*and, indeed, it is now no matter, for 
jould not be able to recover my ſpirits 


py . 


evening.“ 

r Clement began a very warm expoſtu- 
on, and entreaty, that I would not go; 
be him to deſiſt, and told him, 
honeſtly, that, if my compliance were 
indiſpenſably neceſſary, I ſhould re- 
no perſuaſion to ſtay. He then took 
hand, to lead me down ſtairs ; but the 
tan deſired him to be quiet, ſaying he 
d *quire me himſelf, © becauſe,” he 
a, (exultingly rubbing his hands) © I 
a wipe ready for the old lady, which 
lerve her to cheww as ſhe goes along.” 

e found her in the parlour. O, 
= come at laſt, Miſs, are you ?—fine 
Jou give yourſelf, indeed na foi, if 
H 2 you 


iciently to enjoy much pleaſure any where 
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you had n't come, you might have ſql 
I affure you, and have been a beggar 
your pains.” 

** Heyday, Madam,” cried the Capti 
(prancing forward, with a look of g 
glee,) ** what, a'n't you got out of th 
there paſſion yet? why then, I'll tell 
what to do to cool yourſelf; call upon ju 
old friend, Monſeer Slippery, Wo 
with you at Ranelagh, and give my ſemii 
to him, and tell him, if he ſets any (ini 
by your health, that I deſire he'll give 
{ſuch another ſouſe as he did before: 
know what I mean, and I'll warrant x 
he'll do't for my ſake.” 

Let him, if he dares !” cried Mau 
Duval; but I ſha'n't ftay to anſwer of 
no more; you are a vulgar fellow, andi 
child, let us leave him to himſelf. ““ 

* Hark ye, Madam,” cried the Capt 
you'd beft not call names, becauſe, . 
ſee, if you do, I ſhall make bold toll 
you the door,” 

She changed colour, and ſaying, * 
di, I can ſhew it myſelt,” hurried out 
the room, and I followed her into a h 
ney coach. But before we drove of, 
Captain, looking out of the parlour 
dow, called out, D'ye hear, Madan 
don't forget my meſſage to Monſcer. 


You will believe our ride was not 
10 


I 
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ost 2grecable in the world; indeed, it 
Would be difficult to ſay which was leaſt 
Weaſed, Madame Duval or me, though 
> reaſons of our diſcontent were fo dif- 
rent: however, Madame Duval ſoon got 
ge ſtart of me; for we had hardly turned 
of Queen-Aan-ſ{treet, when a man, 
Inning full ſpeed, ſtopt the coach. He 
me up to the window, and I ſaw he was 
e Captain's ſervant, He had a broad 
Win on his face, and panted for breath. 
adame Duval demanded his buſineſs ; 
Madam,“ anſwered he, my maſter de- 
es his compliments to you, and—and— 
de fays he wiſhes it well over with you. 
e! he! be — 
Madame Duval inſtantly darted forward, 
a gave him a violent blow on the face; 
Tike that back for your anfwer, firrah,” 
ed ſhe, ** and learn to grin at your bet- 
$ another time. Coachman, drive on |” 
The ſervant was in a violent paſſion, and 
ore terribly ; but we were ſoon out of 
aring, 
The rage of Madame Duval was greater 
an ever, and ſhe inveighed againſt the 
aptain with ſuch fury, that I was even 
prenenfive ſhe would have returned 
his houſe, purpoſely to reproach him, 
ich the repeatedly threatened to do; nor 
buld ſhe, I believe have heftated a mo- 
| H ment, 


I :: 1H 
- . ͤ — 


all the Branghtons in the paſſage, in 
. tiently waiting for us, with the door ops 


think you might as well have come 


your couſins at once; it's throwing m 
in the dirt, to pay two coaches fort 
. Fare.” - 


no words about that; for I'll pay fa 


_ - myſelf be allowed to pay the fare, 
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ment, but that, notwithſtanding her oils 
lence, he has really made her afraid 
him. 1 
When we came to her lodgings, we u 


** 
3 
2 


Only ſee, here's Miſs !” cried the 
ther. a 
** Well, I declare I thought as mui 
faid the younger ſitter. 

** Why, Miſs,” ſaid Mr. Branghton, 


Lord, father,” cried the ſon, * 


coach that Miſs had.” 
O, I know very well,” anſwered | 
Branghton, ** that you're always moret 


dy to ſpend than to earn.” | 
I theninterfered, and begged that In 


expence was incurred upon my accoll 
they all ſaid no, and propoſed that thei 
coach ſhould carry us on to the opera. er 

While this paſſed, the Miſs Brangii 


were examining my dreſs, which, int ar 


was very improper for my company ; Mete 


as I was extremely unwilling to be ere. 
ſpicuous amongſt them, I requeſted 
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me Duval to borrow a hat or bonnet for 
Wh of the people of the houſe, But ſhe 
ver wears either herſelf, and thinks them 
ry Eugliſb and barbarous; therefore ſhe 
ſiſted that I ſhould go full dreſſed, as I 
prepared myſelf for the pit, though I 
ade many objections. 
We were then all crowded into the ſame 
wa rriage; but when we arrived at the opera- 
Doe, I contrived to pay the coachman. 
„ ey made a great many ſpeeches ; but 
er. Branghton's reflection had determined 
mol e not to be indebted to him. 
for YG If 1 had not been too much chagrined to 
ugh, I ſhould have been extremely divert- 
at their ignorance of whatever belon 
an opera. In the firſt place, they 8 
t tell at what door we ought to enter, and 
wandered about for ſome time, without 
owing which way to turn: they did not 
uſe to apply to me, though I was the 
ly 3 of the party who had ever b-- 
e been at an opera; becauſe they were. 
illing to aa that their country couſin, 
they were pleaſed to call me, ſhould be 


pen. cer acquainted with any London public 
angbiWce than themſelves. I was very indiffe- 

and careleſs upon this ſubject, but not 
ny ; ale uneaſy at finding that my dreſs, fo 
e ſo ¶ferent from that of the company to which 


H 4 I belonged, 


The fon then advancing, ſaid, ** Sir, if 
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[ belonged, attracted general notice an oil 
ſervation. : 

In a ſhort time, however, we arrived a 
one of the door-keeper's bars. Mr. Bra 
ton demanded for what part of the hay 
chey took money? They anſwered the pil 


d regarded us all with great earneſtuii 


1 
k * > A $ 2 
1 


pleaſe, I beg that I may treat Miſs,” 

* We'll ſettle that another time,” ai 
fwered Mr. Branghton, and put dow Wl 
guinea. a | 

Two tickets of admiſſion were givat 
him. 

Mr. Branghton, in his turn, now fad 
at the door-keeper, and demanded what i” 
meant by giving him only two tickets ing * 

uinea ? = "als d 

Only two, Sir!“ ſaid the man, ul 
don't you know that the tickets are hal WF” 
n 

** Half a guinea each!“ repeated N 
Branghton, © why I never heard of ſud 
thing in my life! And pray, Sir, how nul 
will they admit?“ oh 

** Juſt as uſual, Sir, one perſon each. | 

** But one perſon for half a guinea 
why I only want to fit in the pit, friend A 

Had not the Ladies better fit n. 
gallery, Sir; for they'll hardly chuſe v 
into the pit with their hats on?“ 


cc 
I 


r when we get in. I ſha'n't mind it, for I 
d my hair on purpole.” 


Wor-keeper could no longer attend to Mr. 
anghton, who, taking up. the guinea, told 
Im it ſhould be long enough before hed. 
it again, and walked away. 

W The young ladies, in ſome confuſion, 


oecd their ſurpriſe, that their papa 


uld not know the Opera prices, which, 
their parts, they had read in the papers 
houſand times. 

The price of ſtocks,” faid he, is 
ough for me to ſee after; and I took it 
granted it was the ſame thing here as at 
 play-houſe.” 

I knew well enough what the price 
s, ſaid the ſon, but I would not 
ak, becauſe I thought perhaps they:d 
leſs, as we're ſuch a large party.“ 

The lifters both laughed very contemp- 
uſly at this idea, and aſked him if he 
r heard of people's abating any thing at 
ublic place? 

don't know whether I have or no,” 
vered he, but I'm ſure if they would, 


'd like it fo much the worſe.” - 
Very true, Tom,” cried Mr.) Brangh- 


H 5 ton; 


„O0, as to that,” cried Miſs Branghton, 
ir our hats are too high, we'll take them 


Another party then approaching, the 
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ton; ** tell a woman that any thing is i 


ſonable, and ſhe'll be ſure to hate it.“ 


* Well,” ſaid Miſs Polly, © I hope 


Aunt and Miſs will be of our ſide, for 1 


always takes part with Tom.” 


Come, come,” cried Madame Du 


Mr Branghton then enquired the 


to the gallery, and, when we came ti 
_ door-keeper, demanded what was to pai 
* The uſual price, Sir,“ ſaid the na 


Then give me change,” cried | 


Branghton, again putting down his gui mt 


For how many, Sir?“ 
* Why=—ler's ſee, —for ſix.” 
** For fix, Sir? why you've given 


but a guinea.” 


* But a guinea! why how much nt 


you have? I ſuppoſe it Yn't half a gu | 
- apiece here too? | 


No, Sir, only five ſhillings.” 
Mr. Branghton again took up his uil 


tunate guinea, and proteſted he wouldl 


mit to no ſuch impoſition, I then prop 
that we ſhould return home, but Mai 
Duval would not conſent, and we wer! 
ducted, by a waman who ſells books d 
Opera, to another gallery-door, wc, 


ſome diſputing, Mr. Branghton at lat, 


and we all went up ſtairs, 


Mac 


* if you ſtand talking here, we ſha'uαν 
no place at all.“ 
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Madame Duval complained very much 
Wc the trouble of going ſo high, but Mr: 
anchton deſired. her not to hold the place 
Wo cheap, for, whatever you may think,“ 
ried he, I aſſure you I paid pit price; 
Wd don't ſuppoſe I come here to ſave my 
oney.” 
' Well, to be ſure,” ſaid Miſs Brangh- 
Wn, there's no judging of a place by the 
Wutſide, elſe, I muſt needs ſay, there's no- 
Wing very extraordinary in the ſtaircaſe.” 
S But, when we entered the gallery, their 
Wnazement and diſappointment became ge- 
ral. For a few inſtants, they looked at 
Wc another without ſpeaking, and then 
Wey all broke ſilence at once. 
Lord, Papa,” exciaimed Miſs Polly, 
W why you have brought us to the one- 
1 Willing gallery!“ 
ga lu be giad to give you two ſhillings, 
Wough,” anſwered he to pay. I was 
er ſo fooled out of my money before, 
sun ee the hour of my birth. Either the 
ule iP or-keeper's a knave, or this is the greateſt 
85. polition that ever was put upon the pub- 
Mad ee | 
er Ma foi,” cried Madame Duval, © I ne- 
Ksar fat in ſuch a mean place in all my life; 
cre, hy it's as high !=—we ſha'n't ſee no- 
laſt ing,” | . 
I thought at the time,” ſaid Mr. 
Ma H 6 Branghton, 
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words; but then, to be ſure, thinks! 


curious. They made no allowance for! 
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Branghton, ** that three ſhillings wa 
exorbitant price far a place in the gall 
but as we'd been aſked ſo much mor 
the other doors, why I paid it without m 


can never be like any other gallery, 
ſhall ſee ſome crintum-crantum or other. 
our money ;—but I find it's as arrat 
take-Iin as ever I met with.” 

Why it's as like the twelvepenny i 
lery at Drury-lane,” cried the ſon, 2 
peas are one to another. I never kneyi 
ther fo bit before.” 

** Lord,” ſaid Miſs Branghton, * 
thought it would have been quite a f 
place, —all over I don't know what4 
done quite in taſte,” 

In this manner they continued to exp 
their diſſatis faction till the curtain drew! 
after which, their obſervations were it 


cuſtoms, or even for the language of al 
ther country, but formed all their rems 
upon compariſons with the Engliſh then 

Notwithſtanding my vexation at hen 
been forced into a party fo very dilagt 
able, and that, too, from one ſo much- 
very much the contrary—yet, would i 
have ſuffered me to liſten, I ſhould if 
forgotten every thing unpleaſant, and" 


nothing but delight im hearing che j ne 
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ice of Signor Millico, the firſt finger; 
t they tormented me with continual talk- 


2 What a jabbering they make ?” cried 
Ir. Branghton; there's no knowing a 
prd they ſay. Pray what's the reaſon th 

t as well ſing in Engliſn? but I ſup- 
Pe the fine folks would not like it, if they 
Huld underſtand it.“ 

* How unnatural their action is!“ ſaid 
eſon; © why now who ever ſaw an Eng- 


ſtures?“ 

For my part,” ſaid Miſs Polly, © I 
n it's very pretty, only I don't know 
at it means.“ 

Lord, what does that ſignify ?” cried 
ſiſter; mayn't one like a thing with- 
r being fo very particular? — Lou m 
that Miſs likes it, and I don't ſuppo 
knows more of the matter than we 
A gentleman, ſoon after, was ſo obliging 
to make room in the front row for Miſs 


ba enghton and me. We had no ſooner 
| 1a eed ourſelves, than Miſs Branghton ex- 
uct med,“ Good gracious ! only fee !—why, 
h. all the people in the pit are without 
11d 19s, drefled like any thing f” 

a Lord, ſo they are,” cried Mifs Polly, 
the rell, I never ſaw the like !—it's worth 


iſnman put himſelf in ſuch out-of-the-way 


coming | 
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coming to the Opera if one ſaw notl 
elſe.” 
I was then able to diſtinguiſh the hi 
party I had left; and I ſaw that Lord 
ville had ſeated himſelf next to Mrs, Ml 
van. Sir Clement had his eyes perpetul 
. caſt towards the five-ſhilling gallery, via 
I ſuppoſe he concluded that we were ſear 
however, before the Opera was over, I! 
reaſon to believe that he had diſcovered il 
high and diſtant as I was from him. ll 
| bably he diſtinguiſhed me by my b 
dreſs. | 
At the end of the firſt act, as the g 
curtain dropped, to prepare for the da 
they imagined that the Opera was done, a 
Mr. Branghton expreſſed great indignatt 
that he had been zricked out- of his mat 
with ſo little trouble. Now if any E 
liſhman was to do ſuch an impudent til 
as this,” ſaid he, why he'd be pelted; 
but here, one of theſe outlandiſh gentrym 
do juſt what he pleaſes, and come c. 
ſqueak out a ſong or two, and then pod 
your money without further ceremony. 
However, ſo determined he was u 
diſſatisfied, that, before the conclulio! 
the third act, he found ſtill more fault 
the Opera for being too long, and won 
whether they thought their ſinging # 
enough to ſerve us tor ſupper. 
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WS During the ſymphony of a ſong of Signor 
iuico's, in the ſecond act, young Mr. 
Wranghton ſaid, It's my belief that that 
Wilow's going to ling another ſong !—why 
ere's nothing but ſinging !—I wonder 
een they'll ſpeak.” ; 
his ſong, which was ſlow and pathetic, 

Wught all my attention, and I lean'd my 
ad forward to avoid hearing their obſer- 
tions, that I might liſten without inter- 
ption; but, upon turning round, when 
Wc ſong was over, I found that I was the 
oecd of general diverſion to the whole 
ry; for the Miſs Branghtons were titter- 
and the two gentlemen making ſigns 
* We faces at me, implying their contempt of 
- 18 affectation. 

This diſcovery determined me to appear 
inattentive as themſelves; but I was very 
ch provoked at being thus prevented en- 
ing the only pleaſure, which, in ſuch a 
ty, was within my power. 

So, Miſs,” ſaid Mr. Branghton, 
you're quite in the faſhion, I ſee; — ſo 
u like Operas ? well, I'm not ſo polite 
Fry nonſenſe, let it be never ſo much 
ta 94 

But pray, Miſs,” ſaid the ſoh, © what 
kes that fellow look ſo doleful while he's 


ping 2? | 
Probably 


%. 
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Probably becauſe the character he p 
forms is in diftreſs.” | 

** Why then I think he might as welk 
alone ſinging till he's in better cue: i 
out of all nature for a man to be pipi 
when he's in diſtreſs. For my part, I n 
ſing but when 'm merry; yet I love a fox 
as well as moſt people.“ 1 

When the curtain dropt, they all 
Joiced. 

** How do you like it? —and how do oli 
Itke it ?” paſſed from one to another wi 
looks of the utmoſt contempt. © As 
me,” ſaid Mr. Branghton, ** they've cavgl 
me once, but if ever they do again, | 
give 'em leave to ſing me to Bedlam forn 
a for ſuch a heap of ſtuff never di 
hear; there is rt one ounce of ſenſe int 
Whole Opera, nothing but one contini 
ſqueaking and ſqualling from beginning 
end.“ 

If I had been in the pit,“ ſaid H 
dame Duval, I ſhould have like 
vaſtly, for muſic is my paſſion ; but lit 
in ſuch a place as this, is quite un 

le.“ 5 

Miſs Branghton, looking at me, declt 
that ſhe was not genteel enough to adi 


Ac. 
Miſs Polly confeſſed, that, if they W 


; 
h 
1 
1 
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t ſing Engiiſp ſhe ſhonld like it very 


the houſe, becauſe then he might get his 
oey again. 
And, finally, they all agreed, that it was 
ereus dear. 
Doring the laſt dance, I perceived, ſtand- 
We near the gallery-door, Sir Clement Wil- 
Webby. was extremely vexed, and 
puld have given the world to have avoided 
ing ſeen Fo him: my chief objection 
s, from the apprehenſion that he wou'd 
xr Miſs Branghton call me coin. -I fear 
p will think this London journey has 
de me grow very proud, but indeed this 
ily is ſo low-bred and vulgar, that 1 
vid be equally aſhamed of ſuch a con- 
on in the country, or any where. And 
ly I had already been ſo much chagrined 
Sir Clement had been a witneſs of Ma- 
ne Duval's power over me, that I could 
bear to be expaſed to any further mor- 
Alon. | i 
is the ſeats cleared, by parties going 
„ Sir Clement approached nearer to 
the Miſs Branghtons obſerved with fur- 
, what a fine gentleman was come into 
gallery, and they gave me great reaſon 
xpeat, that they would endeavour 40 
his notice, by familiarity with me, 
| whenever 


The brother wiſhed he could raiſe a riot 
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whenever he ſhould join us; and 6, 
formed a ſort of plan, to prevent any «ii 
verſation. I am afraid you will think ii 
wrong; and ſo I do myſelf now, bu, 
the time, I only conſidered how I nll 
avoid immediate humiliation. 
As ſoon as he was within two ſeats of 
he ſpoke to me, I am very happy, M 
Anville, to have found you, for the Lai 
below have each an humble attendant, z 
therefore I am come to offer my {erii 
here.” 
Why then,” cried I, (not without Md 
no if you pleaſe,— !] will join then, 
Will you allow me the honour ofd 
ducting you?“ cried he eagerly ; and, 
ſtantly taking my hand, he would 
marched away with me: but I turned 
Madame Duval, and ſaid, As ourp 
is ſo large, Madam, if you will gie 
leave, I will go down to Mrs. Mirvan, “ 
I may not croud you in the coach.“ 
And then, without waiting for an anf 
I ſuffered Sir Clement to hand me out a 
gallery. | 
Madame Duval, I doubt not, wil 
wy angry, and ſo I am with myſelh, 
and therefore I cannot be ſurpriſed: 
Mr. Branghton, I am ſure, will eafily © 
fort himſelf, in having eſcaped the! 
tional coach expence of carrying 
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oeen-Ann-ſtreet: as to his daughters, 
„ had no time to ſpeak, but I ſaw they 
Were in utter amazement. 

My intention was to join Mrs. Mirvan, 
| i d accompany her home. Sir Clement 
n high ſpirits and good humour; and, 
the way we went, I was fool enough to 
oice in ſecret at the ſucceſs of my plan; 
r was it till I got down ſtairs, and amidſt 
ſervants, that any difficulty occurred to 
of meeting with my friends. 

| then aſked Sir Clement how I ſhould 
trive to acquaint Mrs. Mirvan that I had 
Madame Duval ? 


of 1 fear it will be almoſt impoſſible to 
nd, 0 her,” anſwered he; but you can have 
q objection to permitting me to ſee you 


home.“ 


ting, to order his chariot to draw up. 
his quite ſtartled me; I turned to: him 
ly, and ſaid that I could not think of 
ig away without Mrs. Mirvan. 

But how can we meet with her?” cried 
3 you will not chuſe to go into the pit 
rlelf z I cannot ſend a ſervant there; and 
$ impoſſible for me to go and leave you 
ne, . ; 
be truth of this was indiſputable, and 
ly filenced me. Yet, as ſoon as I could 
ect myſelf, I determined not to 3 

18 


He then deſired his ſervant, who was 
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his chariot, and told him I believed [| 
bett return to my p ſtairs. 

He would not hear of this; and earn 
entreated me not to withdraw the tru 
had repoſed in him. 

While he was ſpeak ing, I ſaw Lord( 
ville, with ſeveral ladies and gentlene 
coming from the pit paſſage: unfortunat 
he ſaw me too, and, leaving his compu 
advanced inſtantly towards me, and, v 
an air and voice of ſurpriſe, ſaid, *6 
God, do I ſee Miſs Anville l- 

I now moſt ſeverely felt the folly d 
plan, and the awkwardneſs of my fituati 
however, I haſtened to tell him, thought 
heſitating manner, that I was waitin 
Mrs. bs : but what was my d 
pointment, when he acquainted me tu 
was already gone home 

I was inexpreflibly diſtreſſed; to 
Lord Orville to think me ſatisfied vid 
Hingle protection of Sir Clement Willa 
by, I could not bear; yet I was mor! 
ever averſe to returning to a party Wil 
dreaded his ſeeing : I ſtood ſome mom 
in ſuſpenſe, and could not help exclangyee 
Good Heaven, what can I do!“ 

* Why, my dear Madam,” cried Si! be 
ment, ©* ſhould you be thus unealy ! 
will reach Queen-Amnn- ſtreet almoſt a 


: 
d 
by 
= 


EVELINGA 166 


Mrs. Mirvan, and I am ſure you cannot 
bt being as ſafe.” 

made no anſwer, and Lord Orville then 
A, © My coach is here; and my fervants 
W ready to take any commands Miſs 
ilk will honour me with for them. I 
| myſelf go home in a chair, and there- 


ow grateful did I feel for a propoſal fo 
ſiderate, and made with ſo much deli- 
I ſhould gladly have accepted it, had 
ten permitted, but Sir Clement would 
let him even finiſn his ſpeech , he inter- 
ted him with evident diſpleaſure, and 
I, My Lord, my own chariot is now 
he door,” 
And juſt then the ſervant came, and told 
the carriage was ready. He begged to 
e the honour of conducting me to it, 
would have taken my hand, but I drew 
ack, ſaying, © I can't—I can't indeed! 
go by yourſelf - and as to me, let me 
ea Chair,” 
* Impoſſible !”” (cried he with vehe- 
ce) I cannot think of truſting you with 
nge chairmen,—-I cannot anſwer it to 
Mirvan, come, dear Madam, we 
de home in five minutes.“ 
gun I ſtood ſuſpended. With what 
would I then have compromiſed with 
pride, to have been once more with 
Madame 
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Madame Duval and the Branghtons, py 
vided I had not met with Lord Orvil: 
However, I flatter myſelf that he not ail 
ſaw, but pittied my embarraſſment, for il 
ſaid, in a tone of voice unuſually ſoftend 
** To offer my ſervices in the preſence di 
Sir Clement Willoughby would be ſui 
fluous; but I hope I need not aſſure Mi 
Anville, how happy it would make mey 
be of the leaſt uſe to her.” 

I courtfied my thanks. Sir Clement, mi 
great earneſtneſs, preſſed me to go; at 
while I was thus uneaſily deliberating wii 
to do, the dance, I ſuppoſe, finiſhed, for ti 
people crowded down ſtairs. Had LA 
Orville then repeated his offer, I woul 
have accepted it, notwithſtanding Sir Ct 
ment's repugnance; but I fancy he thougit 
it would be impertinent. In a very i 
minutes I heard: Madame Duval's voice, 

14 ſhe deſcended from the gallery; Wel, 

| | | cried I, haſtily, ** if I muſt go—” I ſtop 
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but Sir Clement immediately handed n 
into his chariot, called out © Queen-An 
ſtreet,” and then jumped in himſelf. Lo 
Orville, with a bow and a half ſmile, wit 
me good night. 
My concern was ſo great, at being 
and left by Lord Orville in ſo ſtrange 
j ſituation, that I ſhould have been * 
pleaſed to have remained wholly ſilent di 
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to prevent that. 
Die began by making many complaints 
ny unwillingneſs to truſt myſelf with 
and begged to know what could be 
W reaſon? This queſtion ſo much em- 
raſſed me, that I could not tell what to 
er, but only ſaid, that I was ſorry to 
e taken up ſo much of his time. 

* O Miſs Anville,” (cried he, taking my 
d) * If you knew with what tranſport I 
d dedicate to you not only the preſent 
all the future time allotted to me, you 
d not injure me by making ſuch an 
ogy.“ 

could not think of a word to ſay to 
nor to a great many other equally fine 


ld fain have withdrawn my hand, and 
e almoſt continual attempts; but in 
, for he actually graſped it between 
his, without any regard to my reſiſt- 


don after, he ſaid that he believed the 
hman was going the wrong way, and 


ons. Then again addreſſing himſelf to 
How often, how aſſiduouſly have I 
It an opportunity of ſpeaking to you, 
out the preſence of that brute, Captain 
an! Fortune has now kindly favoured 
me 


our ride home : but Sir Clement took g 


ches with which he ran on, though I 


alled to his ſervant, and gave him di- 
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me with one, and permit me,“ (again fa 
ing my hand) * permit me to uſe ih 
telling you that I adore you.” | 

I was quite thunderſtruck at this abi 
and unexpected declaration. For ſome m 
ments I was filent, but, when I recoveellf 
from my furpriſe, I ſaid, Indeed, Si, if 
you were determined to make me repel 
leaving my own party fo fooliſhly, you H 
very well ſucceeded.” 

My deareſt life,” cried he, © is it pt 
ſible you can be ſo cruel ? Can your nat 
and your countenance be fo totally opp 
ſite? Can the ſweet bloom upon thi 
charming cheeks, which appears as mil 
the reſult of good-humour as of beauty= 

O, Sir,” cried I, interrupting ht 
* this is very fine; but I had hoped 
had had enough of this fort of converlati 
at the Ridotto, and I did not expect 
would ſo ſoon reſume it.“ 

What J then ſaid, my ſweet reproacit 


was the effect of a miſtaken, a prop elf o 
idea, that your underſtanding held no vas 
petition with your beauty; but now, * ery i 
that I find you equally incomparable gas 
both, all words, all powers of peech eh 15 
too feeble to expreſs the admiration ! Mino | 
of your excellencies.“ * 
Indeed,“ cried I, © if your tb hat 
had any connexion with your langue I. 
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uld never ſuppoſe that I could give credit 
raiſe ſo very much above my deſert.” 
WT his ſpeech, which I made very gravely, 
W.-:Goncd ſtill ſtronger proteſtations, which 
Wcontinued to pour forth, and I continued 
icclaim, till I began to wonder that we 
e not in Queen-Ann-ſtreet, and begged 
Wwould deſire the coachman to drive faſter, 
And does this little moment,” cried 
« which is the firſt of happineſs I have 
r known, does it already appear ſo very 
g to you?“ 
* I am afraid the man has miſtaken the 
7,” anſwered I, © or elſe we ſhould ere 
have been at our journey's end. I muſt 
you will ſpealk to him.“ 
And can you think me ſo much, my 
enemy? —if my good genius has in- 
ed the man with a deſire of prolonging 
happineſs, can you expect that I ſhould 
ter- act its indulgence ?* 
now began to apprehend that he had 
{elf ordered the man to go a wrong way, 
was ſo much alarmed at the idea, that, 
ery inſtant it occurred to me, I let down 
glaſs, and made a ſudden effort to open 
chariot-door myſelf, with a view of 
ping into the ſtreet; but he caught 
| of me, exclaiming, For Heaven's 
what is the-matter ?* 
1 don't Row,” cried I, (quite out 
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of breath) but I am ſure the mag 
wrong, and, if you will not ſpeak 0 
I am determined I will get out myſelf” 
Lou amaze me,” anſwered he, ( 
holding me) I cannot imagine what 
apprehend. Surely you can have no dou 
of my honour ?*? 
He drew me towards him as he ſpoke 
was frightened dreadfully, and could hat 
ſay, © No, Sir, no,—none at at all, 
Mrs. Mirvan,—I think ſhe will be te 
eaſy,” . 
* Whence this alarm, my deareſt tei 
— What can you fear? my lite is at Wea 
devotion, and can yuu, then, doubt ind 
protection?“ 
And ſo ſaying he paſſionately kiſ 
hand. l toc 
Never, in my whole life, have IVa | 
terrrfied, I broke forcibly from him, 
putting my head out of the window 
aloud to the man to ſtop, Where wb 
were I know not, but I ſaw not 2 Nd: of 
being, or I ſhould have called for help 
Sir Clement, with great carneſinels 
deavoured to appeaſe and compoſt 
If you do not intend to murder me, d 
I, © for mercy's, for pity's ſake, let mf 
out!“ Fos 
Compoſe your ſpirits, my deateſt! conti 
cried he,“ and I will do every ay 
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ald have me.” And then he called to 
man himſelf, and bid him make haſte 
W Queen-Ann-ſtreet, ** This ſtupid fel- 
„continued he, has certainly miſtaken 
orders; but I hope you are now fully 
Wished.” 
made no anſwer, but kept my head at 
window, watching which way he drove, 
t without any comfort to myſelf, as I 
quite unacqainted with either the right 
the wrong. | | 
Sir Clement now poured forth abundant 
teſtations of honour, and aſſurances of 
pet, entreating my pardon for having 
ended me, and Packing my good opi- 
n: but I was quite ſilent, having too 
Ich apprehenſion to make reproaches, 
too much anger to ſpeak without. 
In this manner we went through ſeveral 
ts, till at laſt, to my great terror, he 
d eealy ordered the man to ſtop, and ſaid, 
cis Anville, we are now within twenty 
hs of your houſe ; but I cannot bear to 
e108 with you, till you generouſly forgive 
for the offence you have taken, and 


1 


eel 


J 


els, 
Je 0 mile not to make it known to the Mir- 
e, C y 
ne heſitated between fear and indignation. 
Your reluſtance to ſpeak, redoubles 
et contrition for having diſpleaſed you, 
ding WF n ſhews the reliance I might have on 
* 12 a pro- 
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a promiſe which you will not give vita 
'conlideratidn.” 
Il am very, very much diſtreſſed,” li 
I, *you aſk a promiſe which you mult ii 
ſenſible I ought not to grant, and yet 
not refuſe.” | 

Drive on!“ cried he to the coach 
—* Miſs Anville, I will not compel ye. 
will exact no promiſe, but truſt wholly il 
your generolity,” | 

This rather ſoftened me; which ada 
tage he no ſooner perceived, than he de 
mined to avail himſelf of, for he f 
himſelf on his knees, and pleaded witli 
much ſubmiſſion, that I was really obl 
to forgive him, becauſe his hum 
made me quite aſhamed : and, after Meer 
he would not let me reſt till I gave him the 
word that I would not complain of um! 
Mrs. Mirvan. t f 

My own folly and pride, which hai ir 
me in his power, were pleas which I 
not but attend to in his favour. Hoe Lor 
I ſhall take very particular care never tul. 
again alone with him. ha. 

When, at laſt, we arrived at our h 
1 was ſo overjoyed, that I ſhould cert 
have pardoned him then, if J had not. 
fore. As he handed me up ſtairs, he ſeal 
his ſervant aloud, and very angrily, 


having gone {o much out of the "7.9 
Mi 
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an ran out to meet me, —and who 
old 1 ſee behind her, but Lord Or- 
ie 
all my joy now vaniſhed, and gave place 

came and confuſion; for I could not 

dure that he ſhould know how long a 

e Sir Clement and I had been together, 

Nee ] was not at liberty to aſſign any rea- 

for it. : 

hey all expreſſed great ſatisfaction at 

ing me, and ſaid they had been extremely 

eaſy and ſurpriſed that I was fo long 

ning home, as they had heard from Lord 

rville that I was not with Madame Du- 

J. Sir Clement, in an affected paſſion, 

8d that his booby of a ſervant had miſ- 
aerſtood his orders, and was driving us 
the upper end of Piccadilly. For my 
tt, I only coloured, for though I Would 
It forfeit my word, I yet diſdained to 
= a tale in which I had myfelf no 
ef, 

Lord Orville, with great politeneſs, con- 
atulated me, that the troubles of the even- 
had fo happily ended, and ſaid, that he 
d found it impoſſible to return home, be- 
e he enquired after my ſafety. 

In a very ſhort time he took leave, and 
Clement followed him. As ſoon as 
were gone, Mrs. Mirvan, though with 
at ſoftneſs, blamed me for having quit- 
I 3 ted 
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ted Madame Duval. I aſſured her, wil 
with truth, that for the future I would 
more prudent, bh 

The adventures of the evening ſo mu 
diſconcerted me, that I could not ley ii 
night. I am under the moſt cruel api 


henſions, leſt Lord Orville ſhould f 


my being on the gallery-ſtairs with Sir (lM 
ment was a concerted ſcheme, and even 
our continuing ſo long together in his cl 
riot, was with my approbation, ſince Id 
not ſay a word on the ſubject, nor expr 
any diſſatisfaction at the coachman's pr 
tended blunder, 

Yet his coming hither to wait our arrin 
though it ſeems to imply ſome doubt, ſha 
alſo ſome anxiety. Indeed Miſs Mint 
ſays, that he appeared extremely anxious, 
uncaſy and impatient for my return, l 
did not fear to flatter myſelf, I ſhould thi 
it not impoſſible but that he had a ſuſpicl 
of Sir Clement's deſign, and was there 
concerned for my ſafety. 

What a long letter 1s this! howevel, 
ſhall not write many more from Londdl 
for the Captain ſaid this morning, that! 
would icave town on Tueſday next. 
dame Duval will dine here to-day, and ti 
ſhe is to be told his intention. 

I am very much amazed that ſhe accet 


Mrs. Mirvan's invitation, as ſhe was in ſ 
4 
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3 yeſterday. I fear that to day I ſhall 
elf be the principal object of her diſ- 


aanot defend myſelf. 

Adieu, my deareſt Sir. Should this let- 
be productive of any uneaſineſs to you, 
ee than ever ſhall I repent the heedleſs 
WE prudence which it recites. 


LETTER: XXII. 


Evelina in continuaticn. 


Monday morning, April 18, 


RS. Mirvan has juſt communicated 
to me an anecdote concerning Lord 
vule, which has much ſurpriſed, halt 
aſed, and half pained me. | 
While they were ſitting together during 
opera, he told her that he had been, 
atly concerned at the impertinence which 
young lady under her protection had 
ered from Mr. Lovel ; but that he had 
| pleaſure of aſſuring. her, ſhe had no fu- 
e diſturbance to apprehend from him. 
Mrs Mirvan, with great eagerneſs, beg- 
he would S plain Himel and ſaid ſhe 


aſure ; but I muſt ſubmit patiently, for 
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hoped he had not thought ſo inſign. ficanty 
affair worthy his ſerious attention. 
There is nothing,” anſwered he, wil 
requires more immediate notice than ini 
tinence, for it ever encroaches when i 
tolerated.” He then added, that he ill 
lieved he ought to apologize for the libey 
he had taken of interfering, but that, a 
regarded himſelf in the light of a party u 
cerned, from having had the honour i 
dancing with Miſs Anville, he could ut 
poſſibly reconcile to himſelf a patient ne 
trality. . a | | 
He then proceeded to tell her, that i 
nad waited upon Mr, Lovel the mornin 
after the play; that the viſit had provedd 
amicable one, but the particulars were 
ther entertaining nor neceſſary ; he on 
aſſured her, Miſs Anville might be pe 
fectiy eafy, firnce Mr. Lovel)had eng 
his honour never more to mention, or eꝶ 
to hint at what had paſſed at Mrs. Stanly 
aſſembly. | 
Mrs. Mirvan expreſſed her ſatisf2&ion 
this concluſion, and thanked him fort 
polite attention to her young friend. 
* It would be needlefs,“ ſaid he, 
requeſt that this Affair may never tranſp 
ſince Mrs. Mirvan cannot but ſee the nec 
ſity of keeping it inviolably ſecret; but 
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Wought it incumbent upon me, as the 
Jong lady is under your protection, to aſ- 
e both you and her of Mr. Lovel's fu- 
rc reſpect.” ; 
nad I known of this viſit previous to 
rd Orville's making it, what dreadful 
ealineſs would it have colt me!] Yet that 
ſhould ſo much intereſt himſelf in ſecur- 
me from offence, gives me, I muſt 
n, an internal pleaſure greater than I 
expreſs ; for I feared he had too con- 
nptuous an opinion of me, to take any 
uble upon my account. Though, after 
this interference might rather be to ſa- 
y his own delicacy, than from thinking 
Il of me. 

But how cool, how quiet 1s true cou- 
je! Who, from ſeeing Lord Orville at 
play, would have imagined his reſent- 
twould have hazarded his life ? yet his 
pleaſure was evident, though his real 
ery and his politeneſs equally guarded 
_ entering into any diſcuſſion inour 
ence, 
ladame Duval, as I expected, was moſt 
bly angry yeſterday; ſhe ſcolded me 
believe two hours, on account of hav- 
left her, and proteſted ſhe had been ſo 
ch ſurpriſed at my going, without giving 
ume to anſwer, that ſhe hardly knew 
er ſhe was awake or aſleep. But ſhe 
I's; aſſured 


in  EYEELELINA 


aſſured me, that if ever I did ſo again, vii 
would never more take me into pub 
And ſhe expreſſed an equal degree of di 
3 againſt Sir Clement, becauſe vil 
ad not even ſpoken to her, and becauſ wil 
was always of the Captain's fide in an ay 
ment. The Captain, as bound in hon o 
warmly defended him, and then follow 
diſpute in the uſual ſtyle. 
After dinner, Mrs. Mirvan introduuſ rt, 
the ſubje& of aur leaving London. Mn. 
dame Duval ſaid ſhe ſhould ftay a m 
or two longer. The Captain told her (i 
was welcome, but that he and his fan 
ſhould go into the country on Tuela 
morning. Mr 
A moſt diſagreeable ſcene followed; Mer 
dame Duval inſiſted upon keeping me ni 
her; but Mrs. Mirvan ſaid, that as | 
actually engaged on a viſit to Lady HovngWep: 
who had only conſented to my leaving Mu 
for a few days, ſhe could not think of Lo- 
turning without me. the | 
Perhaps if the Captain had not intern nd˙o 
the good-breeding and mildnels of Mt 
Mirvan might have had ſome effect i 
Madame Duval; but he pailes no oH civec 
tunity of provoking her, and theft 50 
made ſo many groſs and rude ſpeeci% 
of which ſhe retorted, that, in conclul 
the vowed ſhe would ſooner go to _ 
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ET ght of her relationſhip, than that I ſhould. 


> taken away from her. | 
WE 1 heard this account from Mrs. Mirvan, 
o was ſo kindly conſiderate as to give me 
WE pretence for quitting the room, as ſoon, 


Wence. 
W The final reſult. of the converſation was,, 
Wat, to ſoften matters for the preſent, Ma- 
re Duval ſhould. make one in the party 
gr Howard Grove, whither we. are poſi- 
ey to go next Wedneſday. And though 
ure none of us ſatisfied with this plan, 
know not how to form a better. | 
Mrs. Mirvan is now writing to Lady 
oward, to excuſe bringing this unexpected 
eſt, and to prevent the diſagreeable ſur- 
lc, which muſt, otherwiſe, attend her 
eption. This dear lady ſeems eternally 
dying my happineſs and advantage. 
To-uight we go to the Pantheon, which 
the lait diverſion we ſhall partake of in 
dndon, for to-morrow 
1 * * * 


This moment, my deareſt. Sir, I have 
eived your kind letter. 

If you thought us too diſſipated the firſt 
ck, I almoſt fear to know what you wilk 
Ink of us this ſecond however, the 
Bey YO Pantheon 


this diſpute began, leſt Madame Duval, 
Would refer to me, and inſiſt on my obe- 
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Pantheon this evening will probably be . 
laſt public place which I ſhall ever ſee, 

The aſſurance of your ſupport and pM 
tection in regard to Madame Duval, thou 
what I never doubted, excites my utmii 
gratitude : how, indeed, cheriſhed uni 
your roof, the happy object of your en 
ſtant indulgence, how could I have bor 
to become the ſlave of her tyrannical h 
mours ?—pardoh me that I ſpeak ſo hard} 
of her, but, whenever the idea of pally 
my days with her occurs to me, the comps 
riſon which naturally follows, takes frat 
me all that forbearance, which, [I beliew,! 
owe her. 

You are already diſpleaſed with Sir C- 
ment: to be ſure, then, his behaviour 
the Opera will not make peace with y0 
Indeed, the more ] reflect upon it, the n 
angry I am. I was entirely in his pom 
and it was cruel in him to cauſe me ſo mul 
terror. | 

O my deareſt Sir, were I but worthy 
Prayers and the wiſhes you offer for me, 
utmoſt ambition of my heart would be fil 
ſatisfied! but I greatly fear you will 
me, now that I am out of the reach ofyil 
aſſiſting prudence, more weak and imper 
than you could have expected. 


I have not now time to write _- 
; | WO 


12 
ill { 


PEN. 181 


b ord, for I muſt immediately haſten to 
es for the evening. 


LETTER XXIII. 


Evelina in continuation. 


Queen-Ann-ſtteet, Tueſday, April, 19. 


HERE is ſomething to me half me- 
lancholy in writing an account of 
ur laſt adventures in London; however, 
this day is merely appropriated to pack- 
Wo, and preparations for our journey, and 
| I ſhall ſhortly have no more adventures 
write, I think I may as well complete 
town journal at once. And, when you 
vet all together, I hope, my dear Sir, you 
l ſend me your obfervations and thoughts 
pon it to Howard Grove. 
About eight o'clock we went to the Pan- 
eon. I was extremely ſtruck with the 
ie wty of the building, which greatly ſur- 
ef ed whatever I could have expected or 
u gined. Yet, it has more the appearance 
H = chapel, than of a place of diverſion ; 
pere, though I was quite charmed with the 
nificence of the room, I felt that J 


y 


anoiiuld not be as gay and thoughtleſs there 


wa e Ranelagh, for there is ſomething in it 
which 
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which rather inſpires awe and ſolemnig 
than mirth and pleaſure. However, pe. 
haps it may only have this effect upon ſu 
a novice as myiell. | 

I ſhould have ſaid, that our party en 
ſiſted only of Captain, Mrs. and Mils My 
van, as Madame Duval ſpent the day vn 
the city: — which I own I could not! 
ment. 

There was a great deal of company; bt 
the farſt perſon we ſaw was Sir Clem 
Willoughby... He addrefled us with WM 
uſual eaſe, and joined us for the whole ai 
ing. I felt myſelf very uneaſy in his pr 
ſence; for I could not look at him, 1 
hear him ſpeak, without recollecting =M 
chariot adventure ; 22 my great ama 
ment, I obſerved that he looked at me wi 
out the leaſt apparent diſcompoſure, tho 
certainly he ought not to think of his 
haviour without bluſhing. I really wil 
had not forgiven him, and then he cou 
not have ventured to ſpeak to me any mt 

There was an exceeding good conch 
but too much talking to hear it well, | 
deed I am quite aſtoniihed to find how ith 
muſic is attended to in ſilence; for thoiy 
every body ſeems to admire, hardly © 
body liſtens, | 

We did not ſee Lord Orville, til! 


went into the tea-room, which is 1 
| 
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and under ground, and ſerves merely 
WS : foil to the apartments above; he then 
next to us; he ſeemed to belong to a 
Woe party, chiefly of ladies ; but, og 
gentlemen attending them, I perceived. 
Wr. Lovel. 
I was extremely irreſolute whether or not. 
Wought to make any acknowledgments to 
15 Orville for his generous conduct in 
Wuring me from the future impertinence 
that man; and I thought, that as he 
nd ſeemed to allow Mrs. Mirvan to ac- 
ait me, though no one elſe, of the 
auures which he had taken, he might, 
Wrhaps, ſuppoſe me ungrateful if ſilent : 
ever, I might have 8 myſelf the 
duble of deliberating, as I never once had 
ſhadow of an opportunity of ſpeaking 
heard by Sir Clement. On the contrary, 
was ſo exceedingly officious and forward, 
it I could not ſay a word to any body, 
i: inſtantly he bent his head forward, with 
air of profound attention, as if I had 
dreffed myſelf wholly to him: and yet, I 
er once looked at him, and would not 
ve ſpoken to him an any account. 
Indeed, Mrs. Mirvan, herſelf, though 
acquainted with the behaviour of Sir 
ement after the opera, ſays it is not right 
a young woman to be ſeen ſo frequently 
public with the ſame gentleman ; and, if 
Our 
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our ſtay in town was to be lengthened, fe 
would endeavour to repreſent to the Cy 
tain the impropriety of allowing his co 
ſtant attendance ; for Sir Clement, via 
his eafineſs, could not be fo eternally d 
our parties, if the Captain was leſs fondd 
” his company. 

At the ſame table with Lord Orville, { 

a gentleman, — I call him ſo only becail 
he was at the -ſame table,— who, ali 
from the moment I was ſeated, fixed hi 
eyes ſtedfaſtly on my face, and never on 
removed them to any other object duriy 
tea-time, notwithſtanding my diſlike of ti 
ſtaring, muſt, I am ſure, have been vn 
evident. I was quite ſurpriſed, that au 
whoſe boldneſs was ſo offenſive, coul 
have gained admiſſion into a party of it 
Lord Orville made one; for I naturilj 
concluded him to be ſome low-bred, a 
uneducated man; and I thought my i 
was indubitably confirmed, when I heat 
him ſay to Sir Clement Willoughby, nd 
audible whiſper, which is a mode of ſped 
very diſtreſſing and diſagreeable to by-{tan 
ers, For | Zur ſake, Willougil 
who is that lovely creature?“ | 
But what was my amazement, when, 


en y 
tening attentively for the anſwer, toy fv 
my head was turned N way, I hat Ey 
Sir Clement ſay, ** I am forry J cannot nam 


01 


EVELITIN A. 185 


m your Lordſhip, but I am ignorant 
ſelf.” 
W 177461 /—how extraordinary! that a 
Wn: accuſtomed, in all probability, to 
Ne firſt rank of company in the kingdom, 
Wm his earlieſt infancy, can poſſibly be 
' ficient in good manners, however faulty in 
Worals and principles! Even Sir Clement 
iloughby appeared modeſt in compart- 
_ ith this perſon. 
During tea, a converſation was com- 
nced upon the times, faſhions, and pub- 
places, in which the company of both 
bles joined, It began by Sir Clement's 
quiring of Miſs Mirvan, ard of me, if the 
ntheon had anſwered our expectations. 
We both readily agreed that it had great- 
exceeded them. 
Ay, to be ſure,” ſaid the Captain, 
dy you don't ſuppoſe they'd confeſs they 
| n't like it, do you? hatever's the 
Hon, they muſt like of courſe; —or elſe 
be bound for it they'd own, that there 
A was fuch a dull place as this here in- 
t * 0 : 
And has, then, this building,” ſaid 
fd Orville, © no merit that may ſerve to 
en your cenſure? Will not your eye, 
peak ſomething in its favour ?” 
Lye!” cried the Lord, (I don't know 
name,) © and is there any eye here, that 
can 
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can find pleaſure in looking at dead ik 
or ſtatues, when ſuch heavenly living vi 
jects as I now ſee demand all their admin 
tion?“ 

O, certainly,” ſaid Lord Orville, *t 
lifeleſs ſymmetry of architicture, howen 
beautiful the deſign and proportion, no ma 
would be ſo mad as to put in competitul 
with the animated charms of nature: bi 
when, as to-night, the eye may be regaleds 
the ſame time, and in one view, with 
the excellence of art, and all the perfef 
of nature, I cannot think that either ſult 
by being ſeen together.“ 

I grant, my Lord,“ ſaid Sir Cler 
that the cool eye of unimpaſſioned phil 


ſophy may view both with equal atem © 
and equal fafety; but, where the heart Win 
not ſo well guarded, it is apt to interfe I 
and render, even to the eye, all objects} t 
one inſipid and unintereſting.” * * 
Aye, aye,” cried the Captain, Mr 
may talk what you will of your eye I 


and your eye there, and, for the matter 
that, to be ſure you have two, — but K 
know they both ſquint one way.? 

Far be it from me,” ſaid Lord Or 
* to diſpute the magnetic power of beallynot 
which irreſiſtably draws and attracts vil 
ever has ſoul and ſympathy : and J am 
py to acknowledge, that though we haie® 
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nc gods to occupy a manſion profeſſedly 
bilt for them, yet we have ſecured their 
„/ halves, for we have goddeſſes to whom 

a moſt willingly bow down.” And 
ea, with a very droll air, he made a pro- 
oa reverence to the ladies. : 
Fhey'd need be goddeſſes with a ven- 
ace,“ ſaid the Captain, for they're 


uld be glad to know what you can ſee in 
ra face among them that's worth half a 
inea for a ſight.” 
Half a guinea !”” exclaimed that ſame 
rd, © I would give half I am worth, for 
hoht of only one, provided I make my 
n choice, And, prithee, how can mo- 
be better employed than in the ſervice 
fine women.“ 
If the ladies of his own party can par- 
the Captain's ſpeech,” ſaid Sir Cle- 
at, I think he has a fair claim to the 
piveneſs of all.” | 
Then you depend very -much, as I 
bt not but you may,” ſaid Lord Or- 
e, upon the general ſweetneſs of the 
but, as to the ladies of the Captain's 
ty, they may eaſily pardon, for they 
not be hurt,” 
But they muſt have a deviliſh good 
ceit of themſelves, though,” ſaid the 
ain, “ to believe all that. Howſom- 
TY ever, 


Wr:al dear to look at. Howſomever, 1 
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ever, whether or no, I ſhould be glu 
be told, by ſome of you, who ſeem ni 
knowing in them things, what kind ff 
verſion can be found in ſuch a place at 
here, for one who has had, long agy, 
full of face-hunting ?” 

Every body laughed, but nobody fol 
* Why look you there, now,” conta 
the Captain, you're all at a dead ſtand 
not a man among you can anſwer that ti 
queſtion, Why, then, I muſt make bal 
conclude, that. you all come here for 
manner of purpoſe but to ſtare at one: 
ther's pretty faces ;—though, for then 
ter of that, half of em are plaguy ug, 
and, as to t'other half, —T believe its m 
of God's manufactory.“ | 
What the ladies may come hitheri 
Sir,” ſaid Mr. Lovel, (ſtroking his v9 
and looking down,) it would ill be 
ur to determine; but as to we men, do 
leſs we can have no other view, than 904 
mire them.“ 
If I be n't miſtaken,” cried the 
rain, (looking earneſtly in his face,) 
are that ſame perſon we ſaw at Lor ee: 
Love t'other night; be n't you!“ 
Mr. Lovel bowed. : 
* Why, then, Gentlemen,” continues 
with a loud laugh, I muſt tell you #3 
excellent good joke; - when all was 
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Wure as you're alive, he aſked what the 
= was! Ha, ha, ha!“ 
Sir,“ ſaid Mr. Lovel, colouring, if 
vere as much uſed to a town lite as I 
a bich, I preſume, is not preciſely the 
. I fancy you would not find 19 much 
erſion from a circumſtance ſo common.” 
Common! what, is it common?“ re- 
ted the Captain; why then, fore 
orge, ſuch chaps are more fit to be ſent 
ſchool, and well diſciplined with a cat 
pine tails, than to poke their heads into a 
y-houſe. Why, a play is the only thing 
t, now-a-days, that has a grain of ſenſe 
lit; for as to all the reſt of your public 
ces, d'ye ſee, if they were all put to- 
her, I would n't give that for em!“ 
pping his fingers. And now we're 
Wing of them fort of things, there's your 
rras,—1 ſhould like to know, now, what 
of you can find to ſay for them.” 
Lord Orville, who was moit able to have 
Iwered, ſeemed by no means to think the 
ptain worthy an argument, upon a ſub- 
concerning which he had neither know- 
ge nor fecling : but, turning to us, he 
d, The ladies are filent, and we ſeem 
have engroſſed the converſation to our- 
ves, in which we are much more our 
in enemies than theirs. But,” addreſſing 
s On ſclf ro Miſs Mirvan and me, I am 
9 moſt 
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moſt defirous to hear the opinions of H 
young ladies, to whom all public u 
muſt, as yet, be new.” j 
We both, and with eagerneſs, deci 
that we had received as much, if not na 
pleaſure, at the opera than any where: be 
we had better have been ſilent; for til 
Captain, quite diſpleaſed, ſaid, © Wi 
ſignifies aſking them girls? Do you thil 
they know their own minds yet? Aſt't 
after any thing that's called diverſion, a 
you're ſure they'll ſay it's vaſtly fine;=th 
are a ſet of parrots, and ſpeak by rote, i 
they all ſay the ſame thing: but aſt ee 
how they like making puddings and pi 
and I'll warrant you'll poſe 'em. As 
them operas, I deſire I may hear no mllit'< 
of their liking ſuch nonſenſe ; and fora 
Moll,“ to his daughter, I charge you, 
you value my favour, that you'll ne 
again be ſo impertinent as to have a taſted 
your own before my face, There are fil 
enough in the world, without your addi 
to their number. I'll have no daughter 
mine affect them ſort of megrims. It 
ſhame they a'n't put down; and if I 
will, there's not a magiſtrate in this to 
but ſhould be knocked of the head for il 
fering them. If youive a mind to ps 
any thing, why you may praiſe a play, . Th 
welcome, for I like it myſelf.“ 
g 
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WT his reproof effectually ſilenced us both 
ohe reſt of the evening. Nay, indeed, 
Ss ome minutes it ſeemed to ſilence every 
Wy elſe; till Mr. Lovel, not willing to 
an opportunity of returning the Cap- 
' ſarcaſm, ſaid, ** Why, really Sir, it 

but natural to be moſt pleaſed with what 
Wnoſt familiar, and, I think, of all our 
erſions, there is not one ſo much in 
mon between us and the country, as a 
y, Not a village but has its barns and 
edians ; and as for the ſtage buſineſs, 
y it may be pretty equally done any 
ere; and even in regard to vs, and the 
aille, confined as we all are within the 
circle of a theatre, there is no place 
ere the diſtinction is leſs obvious,” 
hile the Captain ſeemed conſidering for 
, LovePs meaning, Lord Orville pro- 
dly with a view to prevent his finding it, 
Inged the ſubject to Cox's Muſeum, and 
ed what he thought of it ? 
Think 1—“ ſaid he, © why I think as 
it in't worth thinking about. I like 
ſuch jem cracks. It is only fit, in my 
nd, for monkeys,—though, for ought 1 
4 they too might turn up their noſes 
| May we aſk your Lordſhip's own opi- 
nh?” faid Mrs. Mirvan. 

The mechaniſm,” anſwered he, is 
wonderfully 
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wonderfully ingenious : I am ſorry ii 
turned to no better account; but its pune 
is ſo frivolous, ſo very remote from alla 
at inſtruction or utility, that the ſight of 
fine a ſhew, only leaves a regret on wi 
mind, that fo much work, and jo muck 
genuity, ſhould not be better beſtowed" 

** The truth is,” ſaid the Captain, 
in all this huge town, ſo full as it 3 
folks of all forts, there i'n't ſo much xa 
public place, beſides the play-houſe, wa 
a man, that's to ſay, a man who zs an 
ought not to be aſhamed to ſhew his: 
T*other day they got me to a ridotto; & 
I believe it will be long enough before i 
get me to another. I knew no more ni 
to do with myſelf, than if my ſhip's a 
pany had been metamorphoſed into Fr 
men. Then, again, there's your fam 
Ranelagh, that you make ſuch a fuſs a 
—why what a dull place is that its. 
worſt of all.” 

Ranelagh dull!“ “ Ranelagh dl 
was echoed from mouth to mouth, aid 
the ladies, as if of one accord, regarded 
Captain with looks of the moſt ironicalu 
tempt. 

* As to Ranelagh,” ſaid Mr. Laß 
* moſt indubitably, though the pte, 

lebeian, it is by no means adapted i 
plebeian taſte, It requires a certainacq 
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ee with high life, and—and—and ſome- 
ig of—of—ſomething d'un vrai goilt, to 
| really ſenſible of its merit. Thoſe whoſe 
Whoſe connections, and ſo forth, are not 
ong /cs gens comme il faut, can feel nothing 
St 747 at ſuch a place as Ranelagh.” 
W* Ranelagh !* cried Lord ——, O, 
che divineſt place under heaven, —or, 
Need, for aught I know——" 
O you creature!“ cried a pretty, but 
ected young lady, patting him with her 
p, you ſha'n't talk ſo; I know what 
u are going to ſay; but, poſitively, I 
dn't ſit by you, if you're ſo wicked.” 
And how can one ſit by you, and be 
dd?“ ſaid he, when only to look at 
u is enough to make one wicked—0 

to be ſo ?”? | 
Fie, my Lord-!” returned ſhe, © you 
really inſufferable. I don't think I ſhall 
ak to you again theſe ſeven years,” 
| What a metamorphoſis,” cried Lord 
lle,“ ſhould you make a patriarch of 


(ay Lordſhip!“ 
1d Leven years!“ ſaid he, © dear Madam, 
aa contented with telling me you will not 


K to me after ſeven years, and I will 
Kavour to ſubmit.” | 


O, very well, my Lord,” anſwered 


> Pray date the end of our ſpeaking 
ol. J. = to 
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to each other as early as you pleaſe, !! 
promiſe to agree to your time.” 

Tou know, dear Madam,” ſaid | 
ſipping his tea, you know I only lin 
your fight.” 
OO yes, my Lord, I have long knon 
that. But I begin to fear we ſhall be wil 
late for Ranelagh this evening.” | 

O no, Madam,” ſaid Mr. Lovel, li 
ing at his watch, ** it is but juſt paſt tea! 
No more!” cried ſne, O then oi 
ſhall do very well.” 1 

All the ladies now ſtarted up, and «=p 
Clared they had no time to loſe, 

„Why what the D—],” cried theCy 
tain, leaning forward with both his an 
on the table, are you going to Rantly 
at this time of night ?” | 

The ladies looked at one another, A 
ſmiled. 

To Ranelagh ?” cried Lord — 
** Yes, and I hope you are going too; k 
we cannot poſlibly excuſe thele ladies.” 
* I go to Ranelagh ?—if I do, Ii 
Every body now ſtood up, and! 
ſtranger Lord, coming round to me, 4 
* You go, I hope?“ 

No, my Lord, I believe not.“ 

O you cannot, muſt not be fob 
rous.” And he took my hand, and 10 
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ng ſuch fine ſpeeches and compliments, 
at I might almoſt have ſuppoſed myſelf a 
Wc, and him a pagan, paying me ado- 
tion. As ſoon as I poſſibly could, I drew 
ck my hand; but he frequently, in tke 
arſe of converſation, contrived to take it 
Win, though it was extremely diſagreeable 
me; and the more fo, as I {aw that Lord 
eie had his eyes fixed upon us, with a 
Wavity of attention that made me uneaſy, 
And, ſurely, my dear Sir, it was a great 
ry in this Lord, notwithſtanding his 
Wk, to treat me ſo freely. As to Sir 
Wc ment, he ſeemed in miſery, 

bey all endeavoured to prevail with the 
ptain to join the Ranelagh party; and 
is Lord told me, in a low voice, that i- 
x tearing his heart out to go without me. 
During this converſation, Mr. Lovel 
me forward, and aſſuming a look of ſur- 
ſe, made me a bow, and enquired how 
ſid, proteſting, upon his honour, that he 
not ſeen me before, or would ſooner 
e paid his reſpects to me. 

-hough his politeneſs was evidently con- 
uned, yet I was very glad to be thus aſ- 
d of having nothing more to fear from 


he Captain, far from liſtening to their 
lualions of accompanying them to Ra- 
gh, was quite in a paſſion at the pro- 
K 2 poſal, 
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poſal, and vowed he would ſooner "1 
the Black- hole in Calcutta. 

But,“ ſaid Lord ——, if the i 
will take their tea at Ranelagh, you il 
depend upon our ſeeing them ſafe home off 
we ſhall all be proud of the honour d. 
tending them.” 

May be ſo,” ſaid the Captain; *© but 
tell you what, if one of theſe places be: 
enough for them to-night, why to- mon 
they ſhall go to n&er a one.” 

We inſtantly declared ourſelves ver 
dy to go home. 1 
. .*® It is not for yourſelves that we ſp 

tion,” ſaid Lord- 1 but for Wi; ; 
you have any charity, you will -not & 
cruel as to deny us; we only beg you Wl 
prolong our happineſs for a few minut ll 
the favour is but a ſmall one for yo 
grant, though ſo great a one for us tv! 
ceive.“ | 

* To tell you a piece of my mind,” 
the Captain, ſurlily, I think you m1 
as well not give the girls ſo much df 
palaver : they'll take it all for goſpel. 
to Moll, why ſhe's well enough, but 
thing extraordinary, though, perhaps! 
may perſuade her that her pug-noſe | 
the faſhion : and as to the other, wiy® 
good white and red to be ſure; but 
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mat —l'll warrant ſhe'll moulder away 
WS faſt as her neighbours.” 
1s there,” cried Lord ——, © another 

Wn in this place, who, ſeeing ſuch objects, 
ald make ſuch a ſpeech ?” 
as to that there,” returned the Cap- 
in, * I don't know whether there be or 
and, to make free, I don't care; for I 
'n't go for to model myſelf by any of 
eſe fair-weather chaps, who dare not ſo 
uch as ſay their ſouls are their own,— 
d, for aught I know, no more they ben't. 

almoſt as much aſhamed of my coun- 
wen, as if I was a Frenchman, and I 

Wlicve in my heart there n't a pin to chuſe 

WS: vcen them; and, before long, we ſhall 
rr the very ſailors talking that lingo, and 
| 17 a ſwabber without a bag and a 
Nord.“ 

“ He, he, he !—well, *pon honour,” 
Wed Mr. Lovel, © you gentlemen of the 
an have a molt ſevere way of judging.” 

Severe! fore George, that is impoſ- 
le; for, to cut the matter ſhort, the men, 
they call themſelves, are no better than 
dnkeys; and as to the women, why they 
mere dolls. So, now you've got my 
nion of this ſubject; and ſo I wiſh you 


Inc night,” | 

The ladies, who were very impatient to 

gone, made their courtſies, and. tripped 
K 3 away, 
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away, followed by all the gentlemen of ths 
party, except the Lord I have before nz 
tioned, and Lord Orville, who ſtayed 
make enquiries of Mrs. Mirvan conceriy 
our leaving town; and then ſaying, ni 
his uſual politeneſs, ſomething civil toi 
of us, with a very grave air, he quitteduM 

Lord remained ſome minutes ll 
ger, which he ſpent in making a profuſion, 
compliments to me, by which he preve 
my hearing diſtinctly what Lord On- 
ſaid, to my great vexation, eſpecially al 
looked—1I thought ſo, at leaſt,—as if i 
pleaſed at his particularity of behaviour 
me. : 

In going to an outward room, to n 
for the carriage, I walked, and could 
poſſibly avoid it, between this noblent 
and Sir Clement Willoughby ; and, mt 
the ſervant ſaid the coach ſtopped the 
though the latter offered me his hand, vil 
I ſhould much have preferred, this f 
Eord, without any ceremony, took (Ml 
himſelf; and Sir Clement, with a locke 
tremely provoked, conducted Mrs, M 
van. 

In all ranks and all ſtations of life, 
ſtrangely do characters and manners a 
Lord Orville, with a politeneſs which bo 
no intermiſſion, and makes no diſtincto 


as unaſſuming and modeſt, as if he * | 
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ned with the great, and was totally 1gno- 
Int of every qualification he Lee this 
er Lord, though laviſh of compliments 
Wd fine ſpeeches, ſeems to me an entire 
Wanger to real good- breeding; whoever 
es his fancy, engroſſes his whole atten- 
Wn He is forward and bold, has an air of 
Wughtineſs towards men, and a look of li- 
rtiniſm towards women, and his con- 
Wous quality ſeems to have given him a 
xedom in his way of ſpeaking to either 
„ that is very little ſhort of rudeneſs, 
When we: returned home, we were all 
. ſpirited; the evening's entertainment 

d diſpleaſed the Captain, and his diſplea- 
re, I believe, diſconcerted us all. 


letter; but, to my great ſurpriſe, juſt 
ww we had a viſit from Lord Orville. He 
led, he ſaid, to pay his reſpects to us 
ore we left town, and made many en- 
nes concerning our return; and, when 
rs. Mirvan told him we were going into 
country without any view of again 
ting it, he expreſſed his concern in ſuch 
ms—ſo polite, ſo flattering, ſo ſerious— 
it [| could hardly forbear being forry my- 
f. Were I to go immediately to Berry 
Il, I am ſure I ſhould feel nothing but 
but, now we are joined by this Cap- 
in, and by Madame Duval, I muſt own 
K 4 expect 


And here I thought to have concluded 
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fore Lord Orville, in which he was not! 


to ſuppoſe, that it meets with our gent 
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expect very little pleaſure at Houm 


Grove. 

Before Lord Orville went, Sir Clem 
Willoughby called. He was more grin 
than I had ever ſeen him, and made fever! 
attempts to ſpeak to me in a low var 
and to aſſure me that his regret upon tk 
occaſion of our journey, was entirely up 
my account. But J was not in ſpirits, al 
could not bear to be teazed by him. Hoy 
ever, he has ſo well paid his court to (y 
tain Mirvan, that he gave him a very, hea 
invitation to the Grove, At this, | 
brighrened,—and, juſt then, Lord Ori 
took leave. 

No doubt but he was diſguſted at th 
ill-timed, ill-bred partiality; for ſurely 
was very wrong to make an invitation k 


cluded | I was fo much chagrined, that, 

ſoon as he went, 1 left the room; and 

ſhall not go down ſtairs till Sir Clement! 
one, 

Lord Orville cannot but obſerve his l 
duous endeavours to ingratiate himfelf i 
my favour; and does not this extravagh 
civility of Captain Mirvan, give him rea 


approbation ? I cannot think upon d 
ſubject, without inexpreſſible unealinels 
and yet, I can think of nothing ck. 


* 


Ade 
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Adieu, my deareſt Sir. Pray write to me 
"SS ncdiately. How many long letters has 
Wis one ſhort fortnight produced! More 
Wn I may, probably, ever write again: I 
Wr 1 ſhall have tired you with reading 
m; but you will now have time to reſt, 
1 ſhall find but little to ſay in future. 


« now, moſt honoured Sir, with all 
a  follies and imperfections which I have 
= - faithfully recounted, can you, and 


Wh unabated Kindneſs, ſuffer me to ſign 
vielf 
| +> Your dutiful, 
and moſt affectionate 
EvELINA? 


n 


LETTER XXIV. 


Mr, Villars to Evelina, 


Berry Hill, April 22. 


OW much do I rejoice that I can a- 

Fein addreſs my letters to Howard 
wel My Evelina would have grieved 
L ſhe known the anxiety of my mind, 
ing her reſidence in the great world. 
apprehenſions have been inexpreſſibly 
ming; and your journal, at once excit- 
and relieying my fears, has almoſt 
5 -- wholly 


_ frightened him, Queen-Ann-ſtreet vn 
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wholly occupied me, ſince the time of vii 
dating it from London, 

Sir Clement Willoughby muſt be an x 
ful deſigning man; I am extremely inu 
ed at his conduct. The paſſion he premi 
for you has neither ſincerity nor honour; 
manner and the opportunities he has ch 
to declare it, are bordering upon inſul: 
His unworthy behaviour after the q 
convinces me, that, had not your vehemet 


have been the laſt place whither he wal 
have ordered his chariot. O my child, 
thankful am I for your eſcape! I needy 
now, I am ſure, enlarge upon your id 
cretion and want of thought, in ſo hull 
truſting yourſelf with a man ſo little kn 
to you, and whoſe gaiety and flightnt 
ſhould have put you on your guard. 

The nobleman you met at the Pant 
bold and forward as you deſcribe hin 
be, gives me no apprehenſion ; a man f 
appears fo openly licentious, and who mul 
his attack with fo little regard to deco 
is one who, to a mind ſuch as my Evel 
can never be ſeen but with the diſguſt vil 
his manners ought to excite. 

But Sir Clement, though he feeks c 
ſion to give real offence, contrives to 
all appearance of intentionab evil. H 
far more dangerous, becauſe more 1 
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W: 1 am happy to obſerve, that he ſeems 
have made no impreſſion upon your 
In, and therefore a very little care and 
dence may ſecure you from thoſe deſigns 
ich I fear he has formed. | 
ord Orville appears to be of a better 
er of beings. His ſpirited conduct to 
meanly impertinent Love], and his anx- 
Wy for you after the opera, prove him to 
a man of ſenſe and of feeling. Doubtlels, 
thought there was much reaſon to trem- 
for your ſafety, while expoſed to the 
wer of Sir Clement; and he acted with 
regard to real honour, that will always. 
line me to think well of him, in ſo im- 
diately acquainting the Mirvan family 
th your ſituation. Many men of this 
e, from a falſe and pretended delicacy to 
friend, would have quietly purſued their 
mn affairs, and thought it more honour- 
le to leave an unſuſpecting young crea- 
re to the mercy of a libertine, than to 
his diſpleaſure by taking meaſures for 
r ſecurity. 
Your evident concern at leaving Lon- 
dn, is very natural; and yet it afflicts me. 
ver dreaded your being too much pleaſed 
th a life of diſſipation, which youth and 
vacity render but too alluring ; and I al- 
oſt regret the conſent for your journey, 
ich I had not the reſolution to withhold. 
K 6 Alas, 
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Alas, my child, the artleſſneſs of yy 
nature, and the ſimplicity of your ed 
tion, alike unfit you for the thorny pak 
of the great and buſy world. The ſuppdi 
obſcurity of your birth and ſituation, mae 
you liable to a thouſand diſagreeable 4 
ventures. Not only my views, but m 
hopes for your future life, have ever © 
tered in the country. Shall I own to n 
that, however I may differ from Cap 
Mirvan in other reſpects, yet my opinin 
of the town, its manners, inhabitants, al 
diverſions, is much upon a level with l 
own? Indeed it is the general harbour 
fraud and of folly, of duplicity and of in 
pertinence; and I wiſh few things morete 
vently, than that you may have taken 
laſting leave of it. 

Remember, however, that I only {yr 
in regard to a public and diſſipated lite;! 
private families, we may doubtleſs find: 
much goodneſs, honeſty, and virtue, 
London as in the country. | 

If contented with a retired ſtation, If 
hope I ſhall live to ſee my Evelina t 
ornament of her neighbourhood, and 
pride and delight of her family: g 
and receiving joy from ſuch ſociety 0 
beſt deſerve her affection, and emploſi 
herſelf in ſuch uſeful and innocent occif 


tions as may ſecure and merit the _ 
| 
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ve of her friends, and the worthieſt ſatiſ- 
E+ion of her own heart, 
uch are my hopes, and ſuch have been 
y expectations. Diſappoint them not, my 
loved child, but chear me with a few lines, 
Wat may aſſure me, this one ſhort fortnight 
Went in town, has not undone the work of 
Wrcntcen years ſpent in the country. ) 
ARTHUR VIL LARS. ; 


LE F-1EK . 


Evelina to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 


Howard Grove, April 25. 
O, my dear Sir, no; the work of ſeven- 


1 teen years remains ſuch as it was, ever 
lite; rorthy your time and your labour, but 
find Wt more ſo now,—at leaſt I hope not,— 
reve, n before that fortnight which has fo 


ch alarmed you. 


n, ud yet, I muſt confeſs, that I am not 
ina It fo happy here at preſent, as I was ere 
and ent to town: but the change is in the 


Ice, not in me. Captain Mirvan and 
dame Duval have ruined Howard Grove. 
e harmony that reigned here, is diſturb. 
our ſchemes are broken, our way of 
b altered, and our comfort is deſtroyed, 
But 


„ R 


But do not ſuppoſe London to be the ſoum 
of theſe evils; for, had our excurſion ha 
any where elſe, ſo diſagreeable an additin 
to our houſhold, muſt have cauſed the i 
change at our return, | 
I was ſure you would be diſplæaſed wil 
Sir Clement Willoughby, and therefore [NW 
am by no means ſurpriſed at what you (nl 
of him: but for Lord Orville—] na 
own I had greatly feared, that my weak a 
imperfect account would not have procurt 
him the good opinion which he ſo well d 
ſerves, and which I am delighted to fi 
you ſcem to have of him. O Sir, could] 
have done juſtice to the merit of which 
believe him poſſeſſed; could I have paint 
ed him to you ſuch as he appeared to n- 
then, indeed, you would have had ſome i 
of the claim which he has to your appt 
bation | | | 
After the laſt letter which I wrote! 
town, nothing more paſſed previous 0 
journey hither, except a very violent qu 
rel between Captain Mirvan and Mad 
Duval. As the Captain intended to ts 
on horſeback, he had ſettled that well 
females ſhould make uſe of his coach. 
dame Duval did not come to Queen- An 
ſtreet, till the carriage had waited ſod 


time at the door, and then, attended! 
Moal 


. 
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lonſieur Du Bois, ſhe made her appear- 
Ince. 
The Captain, impatient to be gone, 
-0u1d not ſuffer them to enter the houſe, 
Put inſiſted that we ſhould immediately get 
Ito the coach. We obeyed; but were no 
Woner ſeated, than Madame Duval ſaid, 
W Come, Monſieur Du Bois, theſe girls can 
Wake very good room for you; fit cloſer, 


00 bildren. 

vo Mrs. Mirvan looked quite confounded, 
Ned M. Du Bois, after making ſome apolo- 
fies about crowding us, actually got into 


e coach, on the ſide with Miſs Mirvan 
Ind me. But no ſooner was he ſeated, than 
We Captain, who had obſerved this tranſ- 
on very quietly, walked up to the coach- 
bor, ſaying, ** What, neither with your 
Fave, nor by your leave?“ 

M. Du Bois ſeemed rather ſhocked, and 
gan to make abundance of excuſes ;. but 
; (0 0088: Captain neither underſtood nor regarded 
u quem, and, very roughly, ſaid, ** Look'ee, 
VacO{onſeer, this here may be a French fa- 
to tu don, for aught I know ;- but Give and 
we Make is fair in all nations; and ſo now, 
ye ſee, I'll make bold to ſhew you an 
.cn-V8Wnoliſh one.“ 

red b And then, ſeizing his wriſt, he made him 
ended mp out of the coach. 

Mou N. Du Bois inſtantly put his hand upon 
his 


* 


ſtick, bid him draw at his peril, M 


ed her huſband to re-enter the houſe, 


to M. Du Bois, Eb, laifſez-le, mon aut 


thought you'd come to; — ſo you have l 
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his ſword, and threatened to reſent this i 
dignity. The Captain, holding up hy 


Mirvan, greatly alarmed, got out of H 
coach, and, ſtanding between them, entrez 


None of your clack !“ cried he, 2 

grily, what the D==1, do you ſuppd! 

can't manage a Frenchman ?” | 
Mean time, Madame Duval called wt 


le corrigez pas; Ceft un vilain bite qui i 

vaut pas la peine. 

Monſicur le Capitaine, cried M. Dub 

* voulez-vous bien me demander pardon?” 
O ho, you demand pardon ; do you” 

ſaid the Captain, I thought as much; 


your reliſh for an Engliſh ſalutation, hat 
you?“ ſtrutting up to him with look 
defiance. | 

A crowd was now gathering, and Mi 
Mirvan again beſought her huſband tog 
into the houſe. 

„ Why what a plague is the won 
afraid of ?—did you ever know a [ren 
man that could not take an affront? 
warrant, Monſeer knows what he is about 
— don't you, Monſeer ?” x 

M. Du Bois, notunderſtanding him, on 
ſaid, ©* plait-il, Monfieur ?” BY 
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No, nor diſh me, neither,” anſwered 
captain; but be that as it may, what 
nifies our parley ing here? If you ve any 
Ng to propoſe, ſpeak at once; if not, 
y let us go on our journey without more 
FHparbleu, je nentends rien, moi cried 
bo Bois, ſhrugging his ſhoulders, and 
ling very diſmal. | 
1 ot Mrs. Mirvan then advanced to him, and 
Wi, in French, that ſhe was ſure the Cap- 
i had not any intention to affront him, 
EE begged he would deſiſt from a diſpute 
a ch could only be productive of mutual 
5 underſtanding, as neither of them knew 
ou? language of the other. 
chz! his ſenſible remonſtrance had the deſired 
dee, and M. Du Bois, making a bow to 
, Wy one, except the Captain, very wiſely 
ok e up the point, and took leave. 
e then hoped to proceed quietly on our 
d rey; but the turbulent Captain would 
vet permit us: he approached Madame 
wal with an exulting air, and ſaid, Why 
womit this, Madam ? what, has your cham- 
F rencoln deſerted you? why I thought you 
nme, that you old gentlewomen had 
about o your own way, among them French 
r FE 
im, 0 As to that, Sir,” anſwered ſhe, © it's 
ot no conſequence what you thought; 


«N for 
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for a perſon who can behave in ſuch ali 
way, may think what he pleaſes for me, 
I ſha'n't mind. 

* Why, then, Miſtreſs, ſince you n 
needs make ſo free,” cried he, plek 
tell me the reaſon why you took the lib 
for to aſk any of your followers into wi 
coach, without my leave? Anſwer ne! 
that,” 

Why then, pray, Sir,” returned! 
* tell me the reaſon why you took til 
berty to treat the gentleman in ſuch au 
polite way, as to take and pull him nt 
and heels out? I'm ſure. he had mt 
nothing to affront you, nor nobody ei 
and I I know what great hurt he vl 
have done you, by juſt fitting till nt 
coach; he would not have eat it.“ 

* What, do you think, then, tht! 
horſes have nothing to do, but to d 
about your ſnivelling Frenchmen ? li 
do, Madam, I muſt make bold to tell | 
you are out, for I'll ſee *em hanged fil 

More brute you, then! for the) w 
ver carried nobody half ſo good.” 

* Why, look'ee, Madam, if you 
needs provoke me, I'll tell you a pes 
my mind; you muſt know, I can {ee 
into a mill-ſtone as another man; and 
if you thought for to fobb me off with 
of your ſmirking French puppies for 1 

in 
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aw, why you'll find yourſelf in a hobble, 
hat's all.“ 

Sir, you're a — but I won't fay, 
.- but, I proteſt, I had n't no ſuch a 
a: Wught, no more had n't Monſieur Du 
Wis.” 

My dear,” ſaid Mrs, Mirvan, © we 


be very late.“ 
Well, well,“ anſwered he, get away 
ca; off with you, as faſt as you can, it's 
ti Sh time. As to Molly, ſhe's fine lady 


dugh in all conſcience; I want none of 
r French chaps to make her worſe.” 
ind fo ſaying, he mounted his horſe, and 
drove off. And I could not but think 
h regret of the different feelings we ex- 
enced upon leaving London, to what 
[ belonged to our entering it! 

During the journey Madame Duval was 
ery violent againſt the Captain, that ſhe 
ged Mrs. Mirvan to tell her, that, when 
der preſence, ſhe muſt beg her to chuſe 
e other ſubject of diſcourſe. 

e had a moſt affectionate reception 
Lady Howard, whoſe kindneſs and 


you Vitality cannot fail of making every body 
pe Py, who is diſpoſed ſo to be. 
* Adieu, my deareſt Sir. I hope, though 
an 


ve hitherto neglected to mention it, that 
haye always remembered me to whoever 
made any enquiry concerning me. 


LETTER 
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Zvelina to the Rev, Mr. Villar. 


Howard Grove, April y 


MY dear Sir, I now write in the gu 

eſt uneaſineſs! Madame Duval h 
made a propoſal which terrifies me to dex 
and which was as unexpected, as it is ſhod 
ing. X 
She had been employed for ſome har 
this afternoon in reading letters from Lu 
don, and, juſt about tea-time, ſhe {ent 
me into her room, and ſaid, with a look 
great ſatisfaction, Come here, child 
got ſome very good news to tell you: n 
thing that will ſurpriſe you, I'll give you 
word, for you ha*n't no notion of it.” 
| I begged her to explain herſelf; ! 
then, in terms which I cannot repeat 
ſaid ſhe had been conſidering what a i 
ir was, to ſee me ſuch a poor co 
ſhame-faced thing, when I ought 0 
fine lady; and that ſhe had long, and i 
ſeveral occaſions, bluſhed for me, that 
ſhe muſt own the fault was none of m 
for nothing better could be expected i 
a girl who had been fo immured. H 


ever, ſhe aſſured me ſhe had, at lengi 
[ 
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Won a plan, which would make quite ano- 
creature of me. 

W waited, without much impatience, to 
r what this preface led to; but I was 
Wn awakened to more lively ſenſations, 
en ſhe acquainted me, that her intention 
do prove my birthright, and to claim, 


un law, the inheritance of my real family! 
gut would be impoſſible for me to expreſs 
extreme conſternation, when ſhe thus 


olded her ſcheme. My ſurpriſe and ter- 
were equally great. I could ſay no- 
Wo; I heard her with a filence which I 


: oof! not the power to break. 

be then expatiated very warmly upon 
ent advantages I ſhould reap from her plan; 
looked in a high ſtyle of my future grandeur; 


red me how heartily I ſhould deſpiſe al- 
dſt every body and every thing I had hi- 
rto ſeen ; predicted my marrying into 
he family of the firſt rank in the king- 


If; 4 and, finally, ſaid I ſhould ſpend a 
Neat, M months in Paris, where my education 
manners might receive their laſt poliſh. 
c0 dhe enlarged alſo upon the delight ſhe 
; to ald have, in common with myſelf, from 


and u rrifying the pride of certain people, and 
ing them, that ſhe was not to be ſlight- 

of m0 "ith impunity, 
In the midſt of this diſcourſe, I was re- 
d by a ſummons to tea, Madame Du- 
| 10 val 


fered me to go, without oppoſition, | 


I cannot be enjoined a taſk more cruel 


complacency, and ſeemed to think ht 
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val was in great ſpirits ; but my end 
was too painful for concealment, and ew 
body enquired into the cauſe. I would 
have waved the ſubject, but Madame Du 
was determined to make it public, & 
told them, that ſhe had it in ner heady 
make ſomething of me, and that they {hal 
ton call me by another name than tha 
Anville, and yet that ſhe was not goitgt 
have the child married, neither, 

I could not endure to hear her proc 
and was going to leave the room; whid 
when Lady Howard perceived, ſhe 
Madame Duval would defer her intellig 
to ſome other opportunity; but ſhe v 
eager to communicate her ſcheme, thati 
could bear no delay, and therefore they! 
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deed, whenever my ſituation or affair 
mentioned by Madame Duval, ſhe ſpeabi 
them with ſuch bluntneſs and ſeveritj, 


to hear her. 

I was afterwards acquainted with ſo 
particulars of the converſation by Mis Mi 
van, who told me that Madame Dual 
formed them of her plan with the u 


very fortunate in having ſuggeſted it; ł 
ſoon after, ſhe accidentally betrayed, ® 
ſhe had been inſtigated to the ſcien 
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relations the Branghtons, whoſe letters, 
Ich ſhe recived to-day, firſt mentioned 
propoſal. She declared that ſhe would 
e nothing to do with any round- about 
ys, but go openly and inſtantly to law, in 
er to prove my birth, real name, and 
e to the eſtate of my anceſtors. 

How impertinent and officious, in theſe 
anghtons, to interfere thus in my con- 
Wns! You can hardly imagine what a 
urbance this plan has made in the fa- 
Wy. The Captain, without enquiring into 


Wy declared himſelf againſt it, merely be- 
ee eit has been propoſed by Madame 
yal, and they have battled the point 
ether with great violence. Mrs. Mir- 
Wn ſays ſhe will not even #hink, till ſhe 
Wrs your opinion, But Lady Howard, 
my great ſurpriſe, openly avows her ap- 
bation of Madame Duval's intgntion : 
wever, ſhe will write her reaſons and ſen- 
ents upon the ſubject to you herſelf, 

As to Miſs Mirvan, ſhe is my ſecond (elf, 
J neither hopes nor fears but as I do. 
das to me, — I know not what to ſay, 
reven what to wiſh; I have often thought 
fate peculiarly cruel, to have but one 
ent, and from that one to be baniſhed 
ever; — while, on the other ſide, I have 
t too well known and felt the propriety 


Wy particulars of the affair, has perempto- 


6 of 
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of the ſeparation. And yet, you may ny 
better imagine than I can expreſs, thei 
ternal anguiſh which ſometimes opprl 
my heart, when I reflect upon the ſtr 
indifferency, that muſt occaſion a fa 
never to make the leaſt enquiry after 
health, the welfare, or even the life cf 
child ! 

O Sir, to me, the loſs is nothing - 
ly, ſweetly, and moſt benevolently k 
you guarded me from feeling it b 
him, I grieve indeed II muſt be dich 
not merely of all filial piety, but of alli 
manity, could I ever think upon this i 
ject, and not be wounded to the ſoul, 

Again I muſt repeat, I know not w 
to iſh : think for me, therefore, my deat 
Sir, and ſuffer my doubting mind, tl 
knows not which way to direct its hot 
to be guided by your wiſdom and unem 
counſex 
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BETTER AWI. 
Lady Howard to the Rev. Mr. Villars. 


Dear Sir, Howard Grove, 


Cannot give a greater proof of the high 
opinion I have of your candour, than 
the liberty I am now going to take, of 
ſuming to offer you advice, upon a ſub- 
concerning which you have fo juſt a 
im to act for yourſelt : but I know you 
e too unaffected a love of juſtice, to be 
tially tenacious of your own judgment. 
Madame Duval has been propoſing a 
eme which has put us all in commotion, 
| againſt which, at firſt, in common with 
reſt of my family, I exclaimed ; but 
dn more mature conſideration, I own m 
j*ctions have almoſt wholly vaniſRed. 
his ſcheme is no other than to com- 
nce a law-ſuit with Sir John Belmont, 
rove the validity of his marriage with 
Evelyn; the neceſſary conſequence of 
ch proof, will be ſecuring his fortune 
| eſtate to his daughter. | 
nd why, my dear Sir, ſhould not this 
? Iknow that, upon firſt hearing, ſuch a 
conveys ideas that muſt ſhock you; 
TTE 1 _ too, that your mind is ſupe- 
01. I, | 


4 
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been bountiful to her of whatever ſhe} 


one who leems meant to grace the world 
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rior to being governed by prejudices, 
oppoſing any important cauſe on account 
a few diſagreeable attendant circumſta 

Your lovely charge, now firſt enten 
into life, has merit which ought not u. 
buried in obſcurity. She. ſeems bom! 
an ornament to the world. Nature h 


to beſtow ; and the peculiar attention j 
have given to her education, has for 
her mind to a degree of excellence, tha, 
one ſo young, I have ſcarce ever ſcen equ 
led. Fortune, alone, has hitherto been ip 
ing of her gifts; and ſhe, too, now opt 
the way which leads to all that is left towl 
for her. 
What your reaſons may have been, 
good Sir, for ſo carefully concealing t 
birth, name, and pretenſions of this ami 
irl, and forbearing to make any ch 
upon Sir John Belmont, I am totaly: 
ſtran-er to; but, without knowing, | 
ſpect them, from the high opinion Iu 
of your character and judgment: bit 
hope they are not inſupcrable ; for I a 
but think, that it was never defigned, 


have her lite devoted to retirement. ut 
Surely Sir John Belmont, wrerch er 
has ſnewu bimſelf, could never ſee hi 


compliſhed daughter, and not be pay 


4X 
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n her, and eager to ſecure her the inhe- 
ance of his fortune, The admiration 
met with in town, though merely the 
& of her external attractions, was ſuch, 


e had the moſt ſplendid offers, had there 
ſeemed to be ſome myſtery in regard 
her birth, which, ſhe was well informed, 
s aſiduouſly, though vainly, endeavoured 
be diſcovered. 

an it be right, my dear Sir, that this 
mmiſing young creature ſhould be de- 
ved of the fortune, and rank of life, to 
ich ſhe is lawfully entitled, and which 
have prepared her to ſupport and to 
ſo nobly? To deſpiſe riches, may, in- 
d, be philoſophic, but to diſpenſe them 
thily, muſt, ſurely, be more beneficial 
mankind. 


d erhaps a few years, or, indeed, a much 
totaler time, may make this ſcheme imprac- 
2 | bie: Sir John, though yet young, leads 


It too diſſipated for long duration; and, 


: En too late, we may regret that ſome- 
Leue was not ſooner done; for it will be 
perk to impoſſible, after he is gone, to ſet- 
wo. 


Ir prove any thing with his heirs and 
utors. | | 

adon the earneſtneſs with which I write 
enſe of this affair; but your charming 
Las made me ſo warmly her friend, 


L 2 that 


t Mrs. Mirvan aſſures me, ſhe would 
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that I cannot be indifferent upon a ſubj 
of ſuch importance to her future life, 
Adieu, my dear Sir ſend me ſpeedl 
an anſwer to this remonſtrance, and beni 
me to be, &c. 
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M. Howaan, 


LIE IT TE R · 
Mr. Villars to Lady Howard, 


Wi Berry Hill, My: 
OUR letter, Madam, has openet 
ſource of anxiety to which I | 
forward with dread, and which to ſee lol 
I ſcarcely dare expect. I am unwilling! 
| oppoſe my opinion to that of your Lal 
1 ſhip, nor indeed, can I, but by argumi 
N. | which, I believe, will rather rank mes 
js | hermit, ignorant of the world, and fitai 
| for my cell, than as a proper guardian! 
an age ſuch as this, fo an accomplilt 
young woman. Yet, thus called upd, 
behoves me to explain, and endeavour! 
vindicate, the reaſons by which I have be 
hitherto guided. 

'E The mother of this dear child, 
3 led to deſtruction by her own imprudl 
Ki the hardneſs of heart of Madame Dune 
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d the villainy of Sir John Belmont, — was 
ce, what her daughter is now, the beſt 
oved of my heart; and her memory, ſo 
gas my own holds, I ſhall love, mourn, 
Bd honour! On the fatal day that her 
tle ſoul left its manſion, and not many 
urs ere ſhe ceaſed to breathe, I ſolemnly 
tohted my faith, That her child if it lived, 
uld know no father, but myſelf, or her ac- 
noledged huſband. | 

You cannot, Madam, ſuppoſe that I 
nd much difficulty in adhering to this 
omiſe, and forbearing to make any claim 
on Sir John Belmont. Could 1 feel an 
ection the moſt paternal for this poor 
terer, and not abominate her deſtroyer ? 
uld I wiſh to deliver to him, who had ſo 
ſely betrayed the mother, the helpleſs and 
jocent offspring, who, born in ſo much 
ow, ſeemed entitled to all the compaſ- 
nate tenderneſs of pity ? 


WL 199 many years, the name alone of that 
„ n, accidentally ſpoken in my hearing, 
np110W@oft diveſted me of my chriſtianity, and 
up" "ce could I forbear to extricate him. 
* t] ſought not, neither did I deſire, to 


prive him of his child, had he, with 
appearance of contrition, or, indeed, 
humanity, endeavoured to become leſs 
worthy ſuch a bleſſing ;,—but he is a 
anger to all parental feelings, and has, 
L 3 with 


ho! 
rudend 
e Du! 
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with a ſavage inſenſibility, forborne tov 
quire even into the exiſtence of this ſn 
orphan, though the ſituation of his iu 
wife was but too well known to him, 
You wiſh to be acquainted with my 
tentions.— I muſt acknowledge, they wn 
ſuch as I now perceive would not be h 
noured with your Ladyſhip's approbam 
tor though 1 have ſometimes thougit ai 
preſenting Evelina to her father, and 
manding the juſtice which is her due, dM 
at other times, I have both diſdained ali 
feared the application; diſdained, let i 
ſhould be refuſed, and feared, liſt it ſhow 
be accepted | 
Lady Belmont, who was firmly perſua 
of her approaching diſſolution, trequenl 
and earneſtly beſought me, that if hers 
fant was a female, I would not aband 
her to the direction of a man ſo whollyul 
fit to take the charge of her education; 
ſhould ſhe be importunately demanded, 
I would retire with her abroad, and dt 
fully conceal her from Sir John, till fo 
apparent change in his ſentiments and 
duct ſhould announce him leſs imp 
for ſuch a truſt. And often would [he 
** ſhould the poor babe have any feelly 
correſpondent with its mother's, it will k 
no want, while under your protec 
Alas ! ſhe had no ſooner quitted 1t by 
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n ſhe was plunged into a gulph of miſery, 
it ſwallowed up her peace, reputation, 
H life. 
During the childhood of Evelina I ſug- 
Need a thouſand plans for the ſecurity of 
F birth-right ;—but I as oftentimes re- 
ted them. I was in a perpetual conflict, 
tween the deſire that ſhe ſhould have 
ee done her, and the apprehenſion that, 
iel improved her fortune, I ſhould en- 
ger her mind. However, as her cha- 
Fer began to be formed, and her diſpo- 
Won to be diſplayed, my perplexity abated; 
WE road before me ſeemed leſs thorny and 
Wricate, and I thought 1 could perceive 
niht path from the wrong: for, when I 
lerved the artleſs openneſs, the ingenuous 
plicity of her nature; when I ſaw that 
r guileleſs and innocent ſoul fancied all 
world to be pure and difintereſted as her- 
f, and that her heart was open to every 
preſſion with which love, pity, or art 
ght affail it ;——then did I flatter myſelf, 
at to follow my own inclination, and to 
ure her welfare, was the ſame thing; 
ce, to expoſe her to the ſnares and dan- 
5 Inevitably encircling a houſe of which 
maſter is diffipated and unprincipled, 
tout the guidance of a mother, or any 
udent and ſenſible female, ſeemed to me 
leſs than ſuffering her to ſtumble into 
L 4 {ome 
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ſome dreadful pit, when the ſun was u 
meridian, My plan, therefore, was wif 
merely to educate and to cheriſh her a 
own, but to adopt her the heireſs of ni 
imall fortune, and to beſtow her upon iu 
worthy man, with whom. ſhe might alli 
her days in tranquility, chef 
good- humour, untainted by vice, folly, of 
ambition, 
So much for the time paſt. Such lu 
been the motives by which I have beeng 
verned ; and I hope they will be allow 
not merely to account for, but alſo to juſij 
the conduct which has reſulted from th 
It now remains to ſpeak of the tine 
come, | | 
And here, indeed, I am ſenſible of i 
ficulties which I almoſt deſpair of f 
mounting according to my wiſhes, I 
the higheit deference to your Ladyliy 
opinion, which it is extremely painful! 
me not to concur with; yet, I am ſo 
acquainted with your goodneſs, that I 
ſume to hope it would not be abſolut 
impoſſible for me to offer ſuch argum® 
as might lead you to think with me, 
this young creature's chance of happIi 
ſeems leſs doubtful in retirement, ti 
would be in the gay and diſſipated wo 
but why ſhould I perplex your Lad 


with reaſoning that can turn to ſo by 
cou 
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101 ; nt? for, alas! what arguments, what 
s ulWrſuaſions can I make uſe of, with any 
* ppect of ſucceſs, to ſuch a woman as 
of I adame Duval? Her character, and the 
n lence of her diſpoſition, intimidate me 
pa m making the attempt: ſhe is too igno- 
„t for inſtruction, too obſtinate for en- 
Ih, M aty, and too weak for reaſon. 

I will not, therefore, enter into a conteſt 
nm which I have nothing to expect but 
cengercation and impertinence. As ſoon 
lou old 1 diſcuſs the effect of found with 
julie deaf, or the nature of colours with the 
ad, as aim at illuminating with convic- 
une en a mind ſo warped by prejudice, fo 
cch the ſlave of unruly and illiberal paſ- 
of os. Unuſed as ſhe is to controul, per- 
of Mon would but harden, and oppoſition 

Ienſe her. I yield, therefore, to the ne- 
ai nt which compels my reluctant acquieſ- 
inful nce, and ſhall now turn all my thoughts 
on conſidering of ſuch methods for the 
xt | aducting this enterprize, as may be moſt 
fol W@nducive to the happineſs of my child, and 
gun" aſt liable to wound her ſenſibility. 
me, The law-ſuit, therefore, I wholly and 
app" Wlolutely diſapprove. 

) „ Will you, my dear Madam, forgive the 
Lu dom of an old man, if I own myſelf 
Ln eatly ſurpriſed, that you could, even 
lite r a moment, liſten to a plan fo violent, 

count | | |S 5 

f 5 ſo 


of Lady Belmont, and to blazon wt 
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jecture, and the ſtings of ridicule, 3 
for what? - the attainment of wealth, vil 


world was irretrievably loſt ; her . 
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ſo public, ſo totally repugnant to all fen 
delicacy? I am ſatisfied your Ladyſapf 
not weighed this project. There ws 
time, indeed, when, to aſſert the innocm 


world the wrongs, not guilt, by which 
ſuffered, I propoſed, nay attempted, ain 
lar plan: but then, all aſſiſtance and ena 
ragement was denied. How cruel tot 
remembrance I bear of her woes, is t 
tardy reſentment of Madame Duval! 
was deaf to the voice of Nature, though 
has hearkened to that of Ambition, 

Never can I conſent to have this & 
and timid girl brought forward to the 
tice of the world by ſuch a meth; 
method, which will ſubject her to al 
impertinence of curioſity, the ſneers af 


ſhe does not want, and the gratificati 
vanity, which ſhe does not feel.—A d 
to appear againſt a father no, M 
old and infirm as I am, I would ev 
ſooner convey her myſelf to ſome fen 
part of the world, though I were {it 
dying in the expedition. 3 

Far different had been the motives 
would have ſtimulated her unhappy u 
to ſuch a proceeding ; all her felicity "a 
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Sir John, will make her interference mer 
productive of debates and ill-will. Nei 
would I have Evelina appear till fin 
moned. And as to myfelf, I muſt wh 
decline aZing, though I will, with une 
ried zeal, devote all my thoughts to gi 
counſel : but, in truth, I have neither 
clination nor ſpirits adequate to eng 
perſonally with this man. 
My opinion is, that he would pay nl 
reſpect to a letter from your Lad 
upon this ſubject, than from any otherj * 
ſon, I therefore adviſe and hope, tha hl 
will yourſelf take the trouble of writing 
him, in order to open the affair, Wi 
he ſhall be enclined to ſee Evelina, 1 
for him a poſthumous letter, which! 
much-injured lady left to be preſent! 
him, if ever ſuch a meeting ſhould | 
place, | 
The views of the Branghtons, in! 
geſting this ſcheme, are obviouſly int 
ed; they hope, by ſecuring to Evel 
fortune of her father, to induce Mi 
Duval to ſettle her own upon them 
In this, however, they would probabl 
miſtaken, for little minds have ever 
penſity to beſtow their wealth upon! 
who are already in affluence, and, 
fore, the leſs her grand-child require 
aſſiſtance, the more gladly ſhe will 1 
f o 


. wo=s. 
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© have but one thing more to add, from 
Wich, however, I can by no means re- 
Wc: my word fo ſolemnly given to Lady 
Imont, that her child ſhould never be 
ned but with herfelf, muſt be inviolably 
Wered to. 


© am, dear Madam, with great reſpect, 
Your Ladyſhip's moſt obedient ſervant, 


ARTHUR VILLARS, 


— 


2 
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Mr. Villars to Evelina. 


Berry Hill, May 2. 

EI OW ſincerely do I ſympathiſe in the 
L uneaſineſs and concern which my be- 
d Evelina has ſo much reaſon to feel! 
* Crue} ſcheme in agitation is equally 
ugnant to my judgment and my incli- 
0n,-yet to oppoſe it, ſeems impracti- 
le. To follow the dictates of my own 
t, I ſhould inſtantly recall you to my- 
and never more conſent to your being 
rated from me; but the manners and 
lon of the world demand a different 
duct. Hope, however, for the beſt, and 


be 
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be ſatisfied you ſhall meet with no inds 
nity ; if you are not received into youron 
family as you ought to be, and with & 
diſtinction that is your due, you ſhall lax 
it for ever; and, once, again reſtored tom 
protection, ſecure your own tranquilin 
and make, as you have hitherto done, 
the happineſs of my life ! 


L ET T E-R XXIX. 
Evelina to the Rev. M.. Villar, 


145 Howard Grove, Miyk 

Wil! HE die is thrown, and 1 attend! b 
11 event in trembling! Lady Hon 

"Ih has written to Paris, and ſent her letter 
14 town, to be forwarded in the ambaſſi 
"jv packet, and in leſs than a fortnight, 04" 
W.. fore, ſhe expects an anſwer. O Si, ie 
11 what anxious impatience ſhall I wait 15" 


Fs rival! upon it ſeems to depend the fit 
5 my future life. My ſolicitude 15 108 
| and my ſuſpence ſo painful, that 1 
| reſt a moment in peace, or turn my tn9% 
1 into any other channel. | 

| Deeply intereſted as I now am 1 
| event, moſt ſincerely do I regret 3 


Ir 
+4 
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N 
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| n was ever propoſed : methinks it cannot 
too my ſatisfaction; for either I muſt be 
n from the arms of my more than father, 
or 1 muſt have the milery of being finally 
vinced, that I am cruelly rejected by 
n who has the natural claim to that dear 
e; a title, which, to write, mention, or 
Ink of, fills my whole ſoul with filial 
derneſs. 

he ſubject is diſcuſſed here eternally, 
tain Mirvan and Madame Duval, as 
jal, quarrel whenever it is ſtarted : but 
zm ſo wholly engroſſed by my own re- 
Eons, that I cannot even liſten to them. 
imagination changes the ſcene perpetu- 
|; one moment, I am embraced by a 
un b and relenting parent, who takes me 
n chat heart from which I have hitherto 
Hon baniſhed, and ſupplicates, through 
eur peace and forgiveneſs from the aſhes 
A mother! — at another, he regards 
t chip eh deteſtation, conſiders me as the 
vir, e mage of an injured faint, and repulſes 
ic ich horror !——But I will not afflict you 
the melancholy phantaſms of my brain, 
Il endeavour to compoſe my mind to 
re tranquil ſtate, and forbear to write 
© till I have, in ſome meaſure, ſuc- 
le . 

lay Heaven bleſs you, my deareſt Sir! 
and 


75. 
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and long, long may it continue you a 
earth, to bleſs 

Your grateful 

Everix! 


nme, 


LETT ER XXXI. 


Lady Howard to Sir Jobn Belmont, Ban. 


Howard Grove, May ;, 
Sir, | . { 
'V/ OU will, doubtleſs, be ſurpriſed a 

receiving a letter from one who hu 
for ſo ſhort a period the honour of you 
acquaintance, and that at ſo great a diſtant 
of time; but the motive which has induc 
me to take this liberty, is of ſo delicate: 
nature, that were I to commence maki; 
apologies for my officiouſneſs, I fear 
letter would be too long for your i 
tience. 

You have, probably, already conjectut 
the ſubject upon which I mean to tred 
My regard for Mr. Evelyn and his ami 
daughter was well known to you: not a 
I ever ceaſe to be intereſted in whatever s p 
longs to their memory or family. N 


I muſt own myſelf ſomewhat diſtreſs , * 
EL 
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at manner to introduce the purport of 
writing; yet, as I think that, in affairs 
E this kind, frankneſs is the firſt requiſite 
a good underſtandin between the parties 
Wncerned, I will neither torment you nor 
x ſelf with punctilious ceremonies, but 
Woceed inſtantly and openly to the buſi- 
W's which occaſions my giving you this 
Puble. 

4 preſume, Sir, it would be ſuperfluous 
ell you, that your child reſides ſtill in 
Sorſetſhire, and is ſtill under the protection 
che Reverend Mr. Villars, in whoſe houſe 
> was born: for, though no enquiries 
ncerning her have reached his ears, or 
ne, I can never ſuppoſe it poſſible you 
e forborne to make them. It only re- 
Wins, therefore, to tell you, that your 
Wughter is now grown up; that ſhe has 
en educated with the utmoſt care, and 
utmoſt ſucceſs ; and that ſhe is now a 
Wit deſerving, accompliſhed, and amiable 
Nong woman, | 

Whatever may be your view for her fu- 
e deſtination 1n life, it ſeems time to de- 
re it. She is greatly admired, and, I 
bt not, will be very much ſought after: 
proper, therefore, that her future ex- 


ations, and your pleaſure concerning 


1 

* ſhould be made known. 
believe me, Sir, ſhe merits your utmoſt 
atter an 
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attention and regard. You could not ꝶ 
and know her, and remain unmoved þ 
thoſe ſenſations of affection which beloy 
to ſo near and tender a relationſhip. SM 
is the lovely reſemblance of her lovely m 
ther; - pardon, Sir, the liberty I take in nu 
tioning that unfortunate lady, but I think 
behoves me, upon this occaſion, to ſhey tk 
eſteem I felt for her; allow me, therefore, 
ſay, and be not offended at my freedom, thi 
the memory of that excellent lady has bu 
too long remained under the aſperſions d 
calumny; ſurely it is time to vindicate h 
fame !—and how can that be done in: 
manner more eligible, more grateful to it 
friends, or more honourable to yourſ, 
than by openly receiving as your child, 
daughter of the late Lady Belmont ? 

The venerable man who has had the car 
of her education, deſerves your warmeſt x 
knowledgments, for the unremitting put 
he has taken, and attention he has ſhem 
in the diſcharge of his truſt, Indeed 
has been peculiarly fortunate in meet 
with ſuch a friend and guardian: a m0 
worthy man, or{one whole character {kt 
nearer to perfection, does not exiſt. 

Permit me to àſſure you, Sir, ſhe u. 
amply repay whatever regard and fav 
you may hereafter ſhew her, by the c 
fort and happineſs you cannot fail to f. 
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; her affection and duty. To be owned 
operly by you, is the firſt wiſh of her 
Fart; and I am ſure, that to merit your 


Wprobation will be the firſt ſtudy of her 
Ne. „ 
I fear that you will think this addreſs 


pertinent; but I muſt reſt upon the 


Podneſs of my intention to plead my ex- 
ſe, 
I am, Sir, 


Your moſt gbedient humble ſervant, 


M. HOwARD. 
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